


BAHAR-DANUSH ; 


GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. 


AN ORIENTAL ROMANCE. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FERSIO 


or 


EINAIUT OOLLAH. 


BY JONATHAN SCOTT, 


Of the Eaft India Company’s Service, Perfian Secretary 
to the Jate Governor General of Bengal, Warakn 
Hastincs, Efy. and: Tranilator of Fearsuta’s 
-Hiftory of Dexkaw, and of the Reigns of the, Igter 
Emperors of Hinpoostan, .~ {)- ce tet aang, 


Rd Se f 
4 ar) 
o Pee 


IN THREE VOLUMES. 


tet 


VOL. Bro 


SHREWSBURY: ? 
PRINTED BY J. AND Ws EPDOWBS : eo 
FOR 
qT. CaDELL, jun, and W. Davizrs, in the Strand, Loxpon. 


arene 





1799+ 





To 


HIS FRIEND 


WILLIAM OUSELEY, 
THESE VOLUMES 
ARE DEDICATED, 
BY 
THE AUTHOR. 


Netley, 
Sept. 1, 1799: 


TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE. 


~~ SORIA RAP GTIPI er ———— 


Is the fecond Number of Ma- 

jor OusELEy’s Oriental Collections, 
page 195, are the following Query 
and Reply. “ Are the Tales of 
“« INATULLA, faid to be tranflated 
«© by Colonel Dow, genuine, or not? 
«¢ They certainly are. The original 
* work is called the BAHAR-Da- 
t nusH, or SPRING OF KNow- 
* LEDGE.’ Colonel Dow has not 


cal 
n 


tranflated above one third part of 


a *¢ it. 


= 
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€ 


“ 


it. ‘The avidity with which the 
Englitht tranflation and French 
“« ye-tranflation have been bought 
‘up, might encourage fome in- 
“* genious orientalift to give the 
“ remainder of thefe tales an Eu- 
«< ropean drefs.” 


‘ 


n 


a 


The above remark encouraged 
me to attempt the verfion of the 
remainder of a work, part of which 
is faid to have been fo favourably 
received, 


Curiofity, however, having led 
me to compare Dow’s performance 
with the Perfic, I found it fo widely 
diftant from it, even to the infer- 
tion of whole tales not in the 
original, that I conceived a new 

tranflation 
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tranflation, of the entige work 
right not be unacceptable. Six 
of the ftories only have been 
omitted, for reafons which will 
be feen in an appendix to the 


laft volume. 


I truft the following verfion 
will be found as literal as our 
language would allow. For its 
ftyle I hope it may be allowed 
to obferve in excufe, that it is 
{earcely poffible to give in Englith 
the involved and lengthened pe- 
riods (fometimes filling nearly a 
page) of the Perfian, without 
fome degree of harfhnefs; nor is 
it eafy to avoid tautology in pre- 
ferving the fynonymies and com- 
pound epithets fo abundant in 

a2 eaftern 
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eaftern defcription. That redun« 
dance of expreffion which we 
jaftly avoid as a blemifh, is by 
oriental writers introduced as a 
beauty, not only into their figu- 
rative cempolitions, but even hif- 
tories and works of a graver fort. 
Irom the latter, of which the 
facts only are required, this {uper- 
fluous ornament may allowedly be 
rejected by a compiler; but in 
tranflating the effufions of oriental 
fancy, the imagery muft be ftrictly 
preferved, or we fhould lofe that 
originalnefs which we with to 
obtain — Whether worth having, 
is another queftion. 


It is poffible fome of the tales 
may be thought rather too free ; 
but 
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but they could not be omitted with- 
out injuring the conneétion of the 
work. They fhew, however, (for 
they are certainly ju& pictures of 
eaftern manneis) the crucl ty- 
ranny of the haram, and fhameful 
ignorance in which women are 
kept in Afia, to be deftructive to 
purity of mind and conduct, and 
prove the fuperiority which li- 
berty, education, and well me- 
rited confidence give to the fair 
fex of this happy ifland and other 
unrevolutionized parts of Europe. 


I hope the notes will be found 
ufeful in explaining many paflages ; 
but it is impofiible to convey, fo 
clearly as could be withed, to the 
comprehenfion of ftrangers to 

a3 Afiatic 
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Afiatic fcenery, thofe figurative 
allufions, which to feel the juft 
force of, we fhould fee the ob- 
jects on which their propriety 
depends. Of the impartiality of 
my remarks on Dow’s wide de- 
parture from the original, and the 
adherence of this tranflation, the 
orientalift may, if thought worth 
while, form a judgment, by con- 
fulting the Perfian of E1na:utT 
OoLLau in the Britifh Mufeum. 


Since thefe volumes were print- 
ed off, in confequence of a fhort 
{pecimen publifhed with the Per- 
fian text, and the tranflation of a 
tale from an Arabic Manufcript 
of the One Thoufand and One 
Nights, given alfo with the text, 


m 






in. Major Ousgtey’s Oriental - 

. Collections, the following obferva- 
tion has appeared in the Britith 
Critic. 


*© We are happy to fee any new 
publication announced from the ‘able 
pen of fo excellent a Perfian fcholar 
as the author of the Hiftory of Dek- 
: kan; but we fincerely wifh he had 
chofen a fubje&t more worthy of his 
talents than the TaLes or Inatutra, 
and the Aragian Nicuts. He will 
i pardon us for hinting, on how much 
nobler a tafk he would be engaged, in 








obliging the world with a new correct 

» verfion of Ferisuta’s large Hiftory ; 
_ or the Commentaries of BaBeEr, writ- 
_ ten by that Sultan himfelf. With 
y ét to the fpecimen here exhibited, 
it does him the higheft credit for the 
q a4 accuracy 













Mane shel ibe iio eee: Ir 
regret the mifapplication of his powers.” 
BRITISH CRITIC, JULY, 179Q+ 


By the favourable ‘opinion ex- ~~ 







prefled in the above remark, of ~ 
my. attempts as 2 Perfian {cholary, 

T-cannot but feel highly gratified ; 
" and it would afford me real tied a 
a ' faétion to redeem the mifapplication. 
; 










of talent the candid Reviewer re= 
grets, by making the tranflations 
recommends, had I not experienced 
‘that oriental hiftory meets not i 


of Dekkan, though, bs. ing 
to my wifhes, approved. of be t 





rae eed i 
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publie judgeé of literature, has not, 
I fear, reimburfed tie worthy book- 
feller who purcnafed from me five 
handred copies. That I was not a 


Meeenlofer by hazarding the printing at 


my own expenfe, was owing to 
the liberality of the Honourable 
Company, in purchafing forty co- 
pies, and indulging me with the 
freight of a number fubicribed for 
in Bengal; alio fome difpofed of to 
friefids in England. Mr, Stocks 
DALE; however, was made ac- 
quainted with this private fale 
before he bought the copyright, and 

what remained of the impreflion. 

_ . 
With refpect to FerisuTa’s 
lager work, recommended by ‘the 
learned Reviewer, the fubftance of 
it, 
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it, fince the fubjugation of Hindoo- 
ftan by the Patans and Moguls, is 
already before the public in the two 
volumes of Colonel Dow, and, tho’ 


far from a literal tranflation, they — 


detail the facts of the original with 
fufficient exactnefs. As to the other 
parts of FekisuTa, namely the 
Hittories of each Province of Hin- 
dooftan, from the earlieft Mahum- 
medan conquefts, to their gradual 
reduction by the Patan Emperors 
and thofe of the Houfe of Timur, 
the principal events are fo interwoven 
with the occurrences related in the 
reigns of the two latter Dynafties, 
by Dow, that a verfion of them 
would atford, I fear, but littl new 
information or amufement to the 
reader ; confequently hardly reward 

the 


| lait ie 7. Sey 


J 77 
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the labour of tranflation and expenfe 
of printing. 


° The Commentarics of BABER 

~—~_I had once an intention of tranflat- 

ing ; but, on perufal, laid it afide, 

as I found them by no means fo 

interefting as I expected. Details 

of numerous battles, in) which 

the harfh names of Tartarian chiefs 

occupy much of every page, would, 

I thought, rather difpuft than a- 

mufe; and of fuch the voluine is 

principally compofed. The grand 

events of his reign have already been 
given by Dow from FEeRisurTa. 4 

Sultan BABER, it is true, notices 

fome objects of natural hiftory and 

art in the journal of his conqueft 

of Hindooftan ; but they have been 

much 
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much better defcribed by European 
travellers at the clofe of the laft 
and beginning of this century. He 
wrote too in Turkifh, and the two 
copies of the Perfian tranflation,—< 
which I have fcen, were fo full of 
errata, as in very many parts to be 
unintelligible. One of them be- 
longed to Profeflor Wuirez, the 
other to myfelf. In the original, 
Sultan BABER may poflibly appear 
to more advantage as a writer. 


In apology for mifapplying what 
fkill I may poffefs as an orient- 
alift in the tranflation of Perfian 
and Arabic Tales, I muft after all 
confefs, that I am conftrained to 
look for fome addition to inconité 
from my ftudies. Hiftory was my 

favourite 


- 
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favourite one: but my bookfeller 
and reading friends tell me, that 
Tales will {uit them better than 
the operations of an AKBER, a 


*——_, JEHAUNGEER, a SHAW JEHAUN, 


oran AURUNGZEBE. J hope they 
will not be miftaken. Of the prin- 
ces of the Houfe of Timor, there 
are indeed valuabic hiftorics on the 
fhelves of our libraries both public 
and private. Of Axkser, in three 
folio volumes, by the celebrated A- 
Bou FuzzuL; of SHAw JEHAUN, 
in the fame number. The latter 
work isin particular well worth tran- 
flating, as it details not only the 
actions of the emperor, but much 
curious matter relative to the an- 
cient hiftory of all the Provinces, 
with ample accounts of the produc- 

tions 


™ j ™ ys aw ee 
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tions both of nature and art. Such 
a labour, however, as a verfion of 
this work muft neceffarily prove, 
requires an encouragement which 


no bookfeller can hazard giving —~ 


to the tranflator, though with the 
fure hope of its becoming gradually 
a library book, a flattering term to 
the future fame of the author, yet 
terribly oppreflive to his predent 
fituation. In fhort, until the Hon. 
India Company, or the Univerfities, 
fhall extend their patronage of eafi- 
ern literature to at leaft the gra- 
tuitous printing of its tranflation, 
we muft not be furprized at 
Perfian and Arabian Tales from 
Orientalifts, who in general can- 
not afford to wait for the flow 
return of a library book. 

What 


~ 


“ 
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What has been done for Mr. 
Maurice, who has concentrated 
in his publications much that is 
ferviceable to religion from oriental 
ftudies? What has been done for 
Major OusELeEy, who, to a per- 
fect acquaintance with claffical li- 
terature, unites a knowledge of 
Hebrew, Syriac, Turkifh, Arabic 
and Perfian, which, properly en-" 
couraged, would make his Oriental 
Colleétions a fund of elegant and 
ufeful information? — Notuine ! 





5 


ERRATA. . 


~~ voL. 1. 


Prefatory Introduction, page xxv, for Oolla, read Oollak. 
Page 98, for mold, read mculd. 
Page 144, for clomb, read climbed, 


voL. Il. 


Page 150, in thenote, for /feer, read farling, the er 
8 E' 


term being provincial, 


VOL. II+ 
Page 85, for aufepicious, read au/picious, 
Page 130, for terms, read pearls. 
Page 139, for clomé, read climbed. 








JO THE READER. 


Sir Witi1am Jones has 
juftly obferved, that prefatory in- 
troductions have been generally 
omitted by tranflators, though they 
always contain the richeit ‘tores of 
language, as Perfian authors gene- 
rally exert in them their utmoft 
powers of rhetoric. The orientalift 
who may have read the originals of 
the Prefaces and Introduction to 
the BAHAR-DANUsH, knows, that 
they are efteemed as models of 
compolition, and very difficult to 
tranflate. 


a 






PREFATORY INTRODUCTION. 


» 
BY 


MAHUMMUD SALEH, 
- 
PUPIL AND FRIEND OF THE AUTHOR, 


EINAIUT OOLLAH. 


t@ This Preface is wholly omitted in Dow’s 
paraphrafe, or rather fummary, (for it cannot 

| _ with any propriety be called a tranflation) of 
< part of the following work. 





re 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, 


THE CLEMENT, THE MERCIFUL, 


ne 


‘Tine fitteft Introduction to 
the moft pure volume of creation, 
and moft becoming ornament of the 
pages of knowledge and learning, 
is the praife of the Lord, the 
Beftower of Wifdom, Creator of 
Speech, and Revealer of the Pro- 
perties of Invention and Production ; 
Wuo, in his wonderful volumes 
and original performances, has given 
ample teftimony of his Omni- 
potence — from the Moon down to 

the 
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the Fifth — and, from the Atom up 
to the Sun, has proclaimed the de- 
claration of his own divine Unity 
of Perfon, and fupreme Self-exift- 
ence. The f{peech of the bleffed, 
inwardly-wakeful, from the light 
of his properties is ever brilliantly 
eloquent ; and the hearts of the 
virtuous, like purity itfelf, from the 
{plendid rays of the comprehenfion 
of his qualities, are objects of envy 
to the dazzling beams of the fun 


and moon. 


O munificent Beftower of orna- 
ment on the diverfified affemblage 
of creation ! Such differing appear- 
ances and variegated defigns—except 
the pen of thy omnipotence — what 

could 
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could delineate on the pages of ap-~ 
pearance? Excepting thy confum- 
mate fkill, what could difplay, in 
this many-coloured fcenery, fach 
variety of differing forms and con- 
trafted manners? 


VERSE. 


Thou makeft of duft a beautiful body : 

And thou canft reduce it again to duft. 

Thou produceft from the heart of the 
rock 

Ruby-coloured fparks, and the fpark- 
flafhing ruby. 

From thy {kill arofe matter and being ; 

Under thy controul are time and fpace. 


As for the fpeculations of the 
myftery-weighing balancers of fate 
and deftiny, have they not accumu- 

lated 
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lated fuch a mafs of difficulty in 
defining the fubtilties of thy opera- 
tions, as they cannot explain ? 





And on the tongue of the paradox- 
folving acutenefs of the moft emi- 
nent in fcience and philofophy — in 
fearching into the origin of thy 
fublime properties—has not fuch an 
impediment fallen, that it cannot 
exprefs them? 


Monftrous vanity and felf-fuf- 
ficiency ! — On a fubjeét, on which 
the moft pure inhabitants. of the 
higheft heavens confefs their ina- 
bility of comprehenfion, and the 
profound reflection (equal to moft 
abftrufities) of the fublimely-minded 
dwellers of the upper world, in 

examining 


- 
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examining the minuteft point of his 
divine qualities, owns its ignorance 
and defect What powers 
can there exift in us lingerers in the 
cell of mortality and decay, with 
fuch inferior abilities, that we fhould 
fancy ourfelves able to meafure the 
labyrinth of the unbounded regions 
of his Divinity ?.Orto us, pure 
fuers of vanity and weakly-founded 
conjecture, with fuch degraded na-~ 
ture — What ability is there 
that we fhould, with the labour of 
thought, or ken of fpeculation, dif- 
cover applicable attributes to diftin- 
guith his all-glorious Majefty ? 














Since then it is evident to the 


explorers of the path of wifdom, 
and 
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and this clear propofition needs not 
the elucidation of further asgument, 
namely, that the defective contem- 
plations of Man, with the afliftance 
of his weakly-foundea faculties, 
cannot fuitably praife the fublime 
Inventor of Speech ; and that the 
CREATURE, with the calculations 
of idea and the line of conjecture, 
cannot meafure the furface of Tux 
CREATOR’s glories: With- 
drawing, therefore, the meflenger 
of fpeculation from winding farther 
this hazardous path 








I praceed 
to give new beauty, vividnefs, and 
glow to the perpetually blooming 
tofe-garden of eloquence, by kind- 
ly fhowers from. the fky of bounty ; 
namely, by the aufpicious praife of 
the 


od 
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the Sublime in Dignity,’ worthy of 
the diftinguifhed falutation, «« If 


© thou hadft not exifted, I would 


22 F 


*< not have created the Heavens. 


The expanfe of the feven grada- 
tions of the orb of the univerfe, 
from the fpace-adorning rays of his 
perfections, received undecaying 
fplendour; and the truth-flafhing 
edicts of facred miflion from the di- 
van of Omnipotence acquired the 
glory of promulgation, by being 
iffued in the name of that moft 
perfect Being, and thus declaring, 
“« What God firft created, was 


“Light.” © 


: 


b O bril- 


¢ Mahummud. 
f A quotation from the Koraun. 
4 QWortion from the Koraun. 
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O brilliant pearl of the fea of 
bounty, the clear luftre of the words 
of whofe miraculous compofition, 
has made the facred collar of the 
humble contemplative, the horizon 
of the fun of truth !* O ineftimable 
gem of the mine of exiftence, the 
rays of whofe enlightening fcrip- 
ture, clearly proving the important 
truths of divine revelation, are as a 
lamp placed before the face to point 
out the path of true knowledge to 
the wanderers in the darknefs of 
error ! 


In his moft pure praife, if my 
fpeech fhould boaft itfelf with exul- 


tation, 


* Alluding to the bowed pofture in which 
dirvefhes fit when in profound mufings. 


7. 


INTRODUCTION. xxi 


tation, it may be allowed ; or fhould 
I compare the ftrokes of my pen to 
the rays of the fun, it may be permit- 
ted ; for I have to delineate expref- 
fions from my tongue, becoming 
the qualities of a perfonage fo exalt- 
ed, that the Lord of heaven wrote 
the volume of the world in his fub- 
lime name. The omnipotent De- 
figner of Eloquence, ‘in order to 
grace the poetry of general exift- 
ence, made his aufpicious name the 
exordium of the Dewan! of crea- 
tion, and his perfon, far above all 
human praife, the (Mukkutta) bafis 
of the eulogy of the true faith. 


b 2 VERSE. 


1 A volume of odes. 
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VERSE. 


His praife giveth animation to the tongue ; 
Repetition of his name moifteneth the 


mouth. 

The true faith from him gained efti- 
mation ; 

Mankind addrefs him as their fovereign 
Lord, 

The effence of whofe perfections is the 
Koraun, 

How is it poffible that human nature 
fhould defcribe ? 


The eloquent reed,* planted in 

a bountiful foil, having, by virtue of 
the above heart-pleafing fubject and 
f{ublime difcuffion, been fpiring like 
the fugar-cane to a ftandard of true 
{weetnefs ; and from the aufpicious 
influence 


* The pen. 


. “| 
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influence of fuch a fancy-warming 
theme, having, like the arrow of 
the heavens, become the gaze of the 
admirers of compofition ; I proceed 
to grace the ears of time witha 
newly invented pendant of rhetoric, 
by writing an introduction to the 
following fublime volume, juftly 
meriting applaufe and fuccefs, which 
the judgment of truth has entitled 
Tue GARDEN oF KNOWLEDGE, 
and which was compofed in the 
year of the hijherra one thoufand 
and fixty one.’ 


What gives brilliancy to the 
contents of this compofition, and 
b 3 charms 


1 Anno Domini 1650, in the Reign of the 


Emperor Shaw Jchaun. 
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charms to the beauty of this narra+ 
tive, is, the Hiftory of the Loves of 
the Adorner of the Throne of the 
court of Elegance and Grace, the 
exalted Prince JEHAUNDAR SHAw, 
and of the Light of the Lamp of 
the Recefs of Royalty and Chattity, 
the Princefs BuERAwIR Banov; 
with relations fuitable to the cir- 
cumftances of thofe enamoured and 
conftant perfonages. The whole 
are pourtrayed fully, by the truth- 
delineating pen of the matter of 
compofition, the informed in the 
rules of elegant writing and forms 
of rhetoric, difplayer of the varieties 
of language, arranger of the beauties 
of feleét compilation, poffeffor of the 
refleting mirrér of the vifions of 


fancy, 
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fancy, adorner of the nuptial cham- 
ber of invention, ornamenter of the 
audience fopha of the brides of. 
novelty, gracer of the affembly of 
newly eftablithed phrafes, defigner 
of the garden of diverfified ex- 
preffion, the fkilled in the powers 
of language, the afylum of litera- 
ture, the fully-acquainted with the 
pulfe of the pen, the informed 
of the coniftitution of eloquence, 
EinaituT Ooita, whofe bofom 
friend is elegant diction, and rhetoric 
has innate connection with his 


Nature. 


The flave travelling in the path 
of affection, and cherifhed with the 
falt™ of true attachment, devoted to 

b 4 the 


™ That is, nourifhed by his bounty, 
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the path of the defcendants of 
MauumMub, SALEH—who, with 
that virtuous perfonage (EINAIUT 
CoLia) enjoys the connection of 
relation and pupil—in attempting to 
difplay fome account of his produc 
tion, hath thus expreffed his own 
ideas, and to the extent of his ability 
(with good intention) given a fpe- 
cimen of the elegant bloffoms 
(phrafes) of this newly difcovered 
fhrub in the garden of ingenuity ; 
whofe various beauties of high im- 
port excite admiration, and whofe 
diverfified elegancies, in{piring ve-_ 
neration, excced all praife. The in- 
troduction of them into the circle 
of compofition rifes fuperior to the 
plaudits of the moft vivid fancy, and 


the 


“FIC ae 
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the brilliancy. of their elegancies 
difdains the flattery (ornaments) of 
verfe or profe, or the borrowed 
luftre of comparifon or metaphor. 


Praife be to God! What a 
flower garden is this, the creation of 
{pring, at fight of the brilliancy of 
whofe Venus-like bloffoms, the luf- 
tre-beaming lamps of the firmament 
become faint ! The fafcinating glow 
and the dazzling variety of the 
Soheil *-like tulip-bed of its pro- 
ductions exceed the fancy of the 
moft profound heaven-meafuring 
conception. The epithets of it, 
fparkling brightly as the gem-be- 
fpangled train of the milky way, 


have 


0 A flar fo named. 
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have exhaufted the mines of Bud- 
dukfhaun ;° and its phrafes, with 
the warm expreffion of grace, like 
the garden of Ibrahim,’ have illu- 
mined with true light the fight of 
the followers of reafon. 


So dignified is the fubject, that 
it will not yield its fubftance to 
the 


¢ The country in which are found the fineft 
rahics. 

P According to tradition, Ibrahim, or Abra- 
ham, by order of Nimrod, the King of Chaldea, 
was caft into a vaft fire, from which by the 
angel Gabriel! he was delivered unhort. It is 
faid, that the fire became felt by Abraham only 
as an odoriferous air, and that the pile ap. 
peared as a pleafant meadow to him, though 
upwards of two thoufand of the idolatrous bye 
flanders were deftroyed by the fcorching heat, 
— Vide Sae’s Koraun, vol, ii. page 159. 
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the feales of fummary defcription ; 
and fo important is its purport, that 
the definition of it comes not with- 
in the limit of abbreviation or circle 
of compreffion, owing to the want: 
of proper terms and phratfes. 


From the graceful flow of ftile, 
the fentences trail along the alleys 
of beauty upon the filvered paper, 
like the umbrella-fpreading pea- 
cocks of paradife. The azure- 
clothed natives of the contents, who 
are the envy of the adorners of the 
courts of heaven, by their enchant- 
ing {miles, have given fpirit to the 
wine of expreffion, and fafcinated 
our hearts. The exquisitely delicate 
whitenefs of the pages, like the 

filver= 
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filver-woven tifflue of the dawn, is 
illumined by the rays of the fun of 
eloquence. The amber-mingled 
jettinefs of the entwifted lines, you 
would fancy to be the mufky-co- 
loured treffes of fair-faced damfels, 
arranged to fafcinate the fun. 


The {pace between the written 
lines is as a river, bank-full of the 
water of life; and the curling 
waves of the words, as expanded 
{nares for the royal falcon of the 
fight of its voyagers. The funbul- 
twining curvatures of the letters, 
{preading fhade on each border, re- 
femble truly the amber-tinged locks 
of beautiful nymphs reflected in a 
mirror. You may fay, that the in- 

toxicated 
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toxicated with the wine of beauty 
fleep upon its margin, or that the 
vigil keepers of night, whofe minds 
are wakeful as the dawn, have, like 
Jefus, taken up their {tations at the 
fountain of the fun.? 


Without exaggeration, this work, 
atrue fummary of the charms of 
love, and a compendium of the ex- 
cellencies of beauty and elegance, is 
a perfect code of knowledge, to 
enumerate the graces of which is 
wholly needlefs. 


The 


2 if any thing can juftify fuch figurative allu- 
fion as the above, or reduce it to the reader’s 
comprehenfion, it is an illuminated Perfian Manu- 
feript, adorned with gold and the moft brilliantly 
coloured flowers. 
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The defigner of this delightful 
garden alfo, without expeCting other 
reward or gratification than applaufe 
and fame, the moft defirable objects 
of genius, though in every quarter 
of it thoufands of blooming flowers 
of rhetoric (which, from abundant 
richnefs of fenfe, and {weetnefs of 
contents, will add to the pleafurable 
fenfations of the difciples of learning 
and knowledge) abound, has gene- 
roufly beftowed it on the travellers 
of the road of literature. 


VERSE. 


The characters of this volume would 
ornament a garden of flowers ; 
Each line of it refembles a grove of 
funbul." 
From 


¥ What tree or fhrub I know not. 
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From its tafteful defign, and diverfified 
ftile, 

It appears as a collection of flowers 
elegantly arranged. 

When the copyift’s hand, preparing to 
write, 

Applies the mifter * to his page, 

The water of life fo fwells from the 
paper,' 

That the thread of the mifter becomes a 
thread of life. 

He who would juftly praife its brilliancy 
and grace, 

Mouft immerge his pen in the fountain 
of the fun. 

In polifh it equals the cleareft mirror, 

For, 


* The mifter is a piece of pafteboard, acrofs 
which are fixed lines of thin twift at equal 
diftances. With it the oriental copyifts mark 
the pages with lines, much more regularly than 
cen be done with our rulers. 

' The fine filky paper rifes fomewhat between 
the impreffed lines of the twit. 


—_ 2 7 = ra . * a 
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-For, its figures reflect exact refemblances. 
The flow of the lines of its pages 
Abounds in lucid graces of expreffion. 
When I would delineate its elegance of 
meaning, 

I am obliged to borrow its own phrafes 
for expreffion of its praife. 

When tranfcribing its pages became my 
employment, 

The pith of my pen became the pith of 
eloquence. 

My fancy fo gathered the flowers of its 
beauties, 

That my pen became a tafteful arranger 
of garlands. 


However ill-adapted the above 
trifles of drofs and paftes are, to be 
ftrung together with fuch brilliant 
gems of real luftre, or to mingle 
with their true water in the affem- 
Yet, as the 

rofe- 


blage of ornament 
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rofe-garden has no refuge from ‘the 
thorn, or the ocean from the wreck 
and weeds upon its beach, my hum- 
ble offerings may in fome way ferve 
the preparer of the mufnud of the 
divan of elegance, as herbs to {trew 
the path under the feet of the 
charmers of the GARDEN oF 


ELoQuENCE. 


IT hope that the leaves of this 
variegated parterre of literature will 
be preferved, like thofe of the more 
curious rofes, from the fpoliation of 
the nightingales of the garden of 
Irim, and from the fafcinations of 
the locks of the funbul of the man- 
fions of paradife; and that this 


volume, by the gracious approba- 
c tion 
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tion of the publick at large, will 
diffufe the luftre of the beams of 
truth, and become a juftly-reflect- 
ing mirror of nature — that it will 
be valued as a light and lamp to 
the minds of the examiners of com- 
pofition, and efteemed as the garden 
and {pring of the ideas of readers of 
true tafte — that its inky glofs, like 
the black circle of the pupil of the 
eye, flriking the view of the learned, 
may, from the piercing impreffion 
give, like the Night of Power,’ the 
boon of eloquence. 


VERSE. 


* The night in which Mahummud is faid to 
have afcended to heaven; on the anniverfary of 
which, the prayers of devotees are believed to 
be effeCtual: but the faithful differ refpedting 
the date. 
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VERSE. 


In this narrative, abounding in enter- 
tainment, 

Which will afford gratification to the 
ingenious, 

The curioufly-depicting pen hath pour- 
trayed 

The ftory of the amours of two cele- 
brated perfonages. 

Every letter of it is an index to the 
enamoured ; 

It is the volume of the deftiny of lovers. 

The language and diction are new and 
diverfified, 

Like the flowers of verdant fpring col« 
leéting beauties. 

From its contents, which diffufe {plen- 
dour, 

May the regions of Hindooftan be 
illumed ! 


PREFACE 


OF THE AUTHOR, 


EINAIUT OOLLAH. 


wi This is allo wholly omitted by Dow. 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, 


THE CLEMENT, THE MERCIFUL. 


‘hae robe, giving ornament 
to the Preface of Eloquence, is, 
Praife of the Omnifcient; who, 
having fubjected the dominions of 
expreffion, by the medium of the 
{word of fpeech, to the various nae 
tions of mankind, has proclaimed 
through the regions of the univerfe 
the Khootbeh * of fupremacy in his 
own moft exalted name. Having 

C4 endued 


* Proclamation or prayer ufed in the mofques, 
in which the Sovereign’s titles are recited. 


7 
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endued the {word of the tongue with 
the keen edge of expreffion, | he en- 
trufted to the grafp of its power 
the keys of the climates of oratory. 


HEMISTICH. 


The wife Creator of Speech to 
the tongue. 


The moft excellent production 
of {peech, is laud of the prophet ; to 
adore whofe exalted qualities, the 
Spirit of Godt runneth to and fro 
in the fourth heaven, and Mofes, 
like a turtle-dove, in the garden of 
his perfections, breathes the melody 
of rapture and defire. He was the 
laft of divine miffionaries, and the 
feal of prophecy. 


Next 
¢ The Meffiah. 


. r eta 
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Next to the adoration of the Artift 
without vifible inftruments, and laud 
of the Adorner of the chief feat of 
divine miffion, the moft acceptable 
fubject is the praife of the fhadow of 
the Moft Pure, the Monarch of the 
prefent time ; the footftool of whofe 
throne, from the numerous kiffes of 
kings, is become indented like the 
heavens, and the collar of fubjection 
to his power is become fixed like fate 
on the necks of princes and rulers, 


The Fughfoor" of China, and 
the Khakaun” of Khoten, are glean- 
ers from the harveft of his bounty. 
His fame refembles the fun, as the 

impreffion 
* By the orientals the Emperor of China is fo 


Kiled, 
© The Emperor of Tartary. 
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impreffion does the feal. From 
envy of the fragrance of his liberal 
nature, the blood chills in the heart 
of the Nafeh* of Tartary; and 
from dread of the tempeft of his 
fword, his enemies crouch under 
the fhelter of their armour. From 
fear of the fuperintendants of his 
juftice, the wolf has adopted the 
profeffion of a fhepherd ; and thro’ 
alarm at the tread of his charger, 
the tiger flies like the flock before 
the wolf. 


Chief of the Sovereigns of the 
Age, Star of the Faith of Mahum- 
mud, Second Lord of the Conjunc- 
tions, Shaw Jehaun, Emperor fight- 

ing 


® The mutk bag, as taken from the musk goat. 
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ing for the Faith, Conqueror of 
the World. 


VERSE. 


Inheritor of the kingdom of Solo- 
mon ; in genius like Hyder,’ expanding 
round the horizon of the world the 
juttice of Omar. * 


Y One of the titles of the Caliph Ali, 
® The third Caliph. 
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BY THE AUTHOR. 


— 


To minds like the fun, and hearts 
(twin-brothcrs of the morning) of 
the defigners of the Garden of Elo- 
quence and {cience, and orators of 
exalted genius, let it not remain 
concealed—That on a certain day, 
in the feafon of joy and delight, and 
at a period of mirth and pleafure ; 
when—from the impreffions of the 

bounty 
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bounty of the fovereign of the pla- 
nets, the furface of the earth, like 
the expanfe of the firmament, was 
tinged with azure, and the plats of 
the gardens, from their abundant 
Nuffereen and Nufterrun,* excited 
the envy of the Perrasen and Perrun® 
—I, at the requeft of certain mind- 
according friends, made an excurfion 
to the country. 


There, I beheld the cup-bearer 
of the clouds, in the manner of the 
noble-minded, fhowering bounty 
on the fortunately-ftarred people of 
the world. The earth, with all her 
fteadinefs, from the pteafing intoxi- 

cation 


a Names of flowers. 
» The Pleiades. 
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cation of moifture, difclofed the {e- 
crets of her bofom, like the incau- 
tious man. The defigner of {pring 
had delineated variegated fketches 
on the tablets of the branches, and 
the wonder-writing penman of om- 
nipotence had flourifhed on the 
pages of the rofe-garden diverfified 
{pecimens in the flowery character.* 


The attiring zephyr had adorned 
the brides of the fhrubberies; and 
the green-robed natives of the gar- 
den had imbibed wine in the agate 
cups of the tulip. The breeze of 
fpring, like the mufk of Tartary, 
perfumed the fenfation of nature 
with fragrance from the Nafch of 

the 
© Writing fo called. 


~ a 
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the rofe; and the brides of verdure, 
with heart-delighting charms and 
world-adorning beauty, wre{ted the 
prize of fuperiority from the nymphs 
of Khulje and the ftatues of No- 
fhaud. The water flowing from the 
refervoirs over the enamelled ver- 
dure, feemed to the eye of the 
beholder like the milky way of the 
heavens. The fanciful colouring of 
{pring, in the diverfified affemblages 
of the garden, had in the branches 
of the funbul, and the leaves of the 
tulip and the rofe, mingled as it 
were vermillion with mufk. 


Melody- fwelling birds, on the 
emerald-tinged tablets of the groves, 
like infants in a fchool, twittered 

from 
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from their little throats the Abjud* ° 
of ecftacy ; and the nightingale, at 
fight of the beauteous ruby-vefted 
charmers of the rofe-tree, filled the 
gardens with the harmonious jug- 
jug’ of his thoufand ftrains. The 
cup-bearer of fortune prefented to 
us, loiterers in the banqueting room 
of this perifhable manfion of enter- 
tainment, {parkling wine from the 
ftores of fpring, and with it the 
ecftacy of liberation from care. 
i 
The moiftened herbage, from 
the agitations of the gale, waved 
like a fea. From the freth thoots of 
the Sunbul, and the branches of the 
d ~ Zum- 


4 Pronunciation of fyllables, 
© May I ufe this word? 
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Zummeerun,’ the mouth of the 
Ghore® was filled with mufk ; and 
the lips of the Antelope, from the 
leaves of the Arghwaun and Shuk- 
kaiek Neimaun,® were, like the beak 
of the paroquet, red as coral. 


VERSE. 


Expanded upon the fummit of every 
mountain, 

Was an emerald-coloured fpace, the re- 
fort of birds. 

From the tops of the hills to the fandy 
plain, 

Flowers were depicted in every variety. 

In every grove rofe the waving cyprefs, 

From every {pring the ftream ran freely.« 

The 


€ What flower I know not. 
& A {pecies of deer. 
® Whether fhrubs or flcwers I cannot tell. 
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The rofe expofed itfelf from every open- 
ing, 

Rending the vefture of the bud into an 
hundred fragments. 


The chearfulnefs of the bloom- 
ing natives of {pring ; the melodious 
notes of the fongiters of the groves ; 
the wanton bubblings of the 
ftreamlets of the brooks; the 
kaw of the gracefully-pacing 
Tudderoo;! the boundings of the 
enamelled-footed Antelope ; and the 
vaunting attitudes of the peacock 
_ with his jewel-fpangled train, fo 
imprefied the foul of this admirer 
* of the various myfteries of the FRom 
EVER EXISTING GoD,“ that my 

a2 mind, 
( Probably the pheafant. 


© In the original, Bechoon, i, e. without a When, 


literatim. 
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mind, which, from the ill accord- 
ance of fortune was folded up like 
the bud, bloffomed kindly as the 
rofe, and the goblet of my heart 
overflowed with the wine of ecftacy. 


As the joy-exciting foftnefs of 
that flowery {pot refembling paradite, 
had attracted the fkirts of our hearts, 
a delightful affociation enfued, and 
a felect affemblage, unintruded upon 
by ftrangers, like the correfpond- 
ence of the mirror with the eye of 
purity, took place. Some of my 
friends, worfhippers of appearances, 
were enchanted, Jike the nightin~ 
gale, with the {cent and colour of 
the rofe and flowers. At one time 
they quaffed from the cup of the 

tulip 
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tulip the wine of defire; and at 
another, from a glance at the cheek 
of the jafmine and the countenance 
of the nuffurrun, received abundant 
rapture. Others of my companions, 
fearchers after truth, in examining 
the beauty of his workmanthip, 
found traces of the Inventor’s per- 
fetion ; and from his beautiful 
fketches, comprehending the con- 
fummate {kill of the Artift’s pencil, 
like the contemplative devotee, 
drank to the bottom of the wine 
of. truth from the ftores of 
Unity ; and, enchanted with the 
harmony of the chorifters of the 
groves, after. the manner of the Soo- 
fies’ enraptured by melody, began 

d 3 the 


1 An order of Perfian devotees. 


= 
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the Wujd” of ecftacy. Each ac 
cording to his feelings and capacity, 
imprefied by the charms of the 
brides of differing graces, namely, 
the cherifhed on the couch of fpring, 
became infpired with the wine of 
heavenly love; and, agreeably to 
the varied fubject, was compofing 
melodies of delight and {ymphonies 
of rapture. Freeing the foot of the 
heart from the fkirt of care, they, 
like the fofun and cyprefs, tofled into 
the air the caps of independence. 


At this crifis, advancing with 
innumerable graces, engaging man-~ 
ners, friendly fmiles, and affable 
looks, approached us a young bramin 


of 
= The myftic fong and dance of dirvedhes. 
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of {uch elegance of perfou, that the 
goddeffes themfelves. wifhed to bow 
to the niche of the arch of his 
eyebrows, and the devotee longed 
to weave a zinnar for his heart from 
the amber-tinged ringlets of his 
locks.. The bede chaunters” of the 
garden, enraptured at the fight of his 
cheeks, began the Zumzumma,° and 
the Sofun’ with his ten tongues, 
¢aptivated by his infidel (black) 
curls} founded hymns in his praife. 


d 4 Down 


® The birds. 

© I want a word. It means that mental 
melody felt by a mafter when compofing. 

P What flower I know not. It is always 
likened to the tongue by Perfian poets, and 
from the above figure has, I fuppofe, ten petals. 
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) Down his illumined afpeé, ring- 
lets entwined like ferpents were 
enfolded, and from envy of his 
moon-fafcinating countenance, the 
weftern fun funk like an atom into 
duft. His fingers, in beauty and 
flendernefs appearing as the Yed 
Bieza ,* or like rays of the fun, 
being tinged with Hinna,' feemed 
branches of tranfparent red coral. 
His teeth, clear as pearl, from envy 
of which the pearl itfelf would fade 
in luftre, fhone between his lips like 
the clufter of pleiades in the corruf- 
cations of the dawn of morning. 
Indications of genius blooming upon 

his 

* The miraculoufly fhining hand. of Motes. 


* The leaves of a fhrub, ufed by the orien- 
tals to tinge the hands and foles of the feet. 
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his afpe&t, glowed brightly as the 
tinge upon the rofe ; and the beams 
of good fenfe, from his expreffive 
countenance, glanced like the rays 
of the fun: His ftature was as a 
kindly fhrub in the garden of beauty, 
and his appearance, as the moon at 
the fourteenth day, laved in the 
feven fountains of the fun. 


VERSE. 


Moft ftriking verfe of the volume of 
perfection ! 

King of kings in the regions of beauty ! 

Envy of the cheek of the heavenly moon ! 

Difturber (from rivalry) of the garden 
cyprefs ! 


His fteps reminded you of the 
Tudderoo on the mountains; and 
when 
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when he ftood, he caft an beadmea 
thoufand cords of the fenfe of infe- 
riority on the untamed cyprefs. 


At his approach our fenfes for- 
foek us; and when he fat down, 
exclamations of furprize efcaped us. 
My companions, till now bufied in 
examining flowers and fhrubs, broke 
their pens inftantaneoufly over the 
names of the green-robed natives of 
the groves and elegantly-formed off- 
{pring of the garden. Their eyes, 
like the nergus, became ftretched to 
the utmoft in gazing at the rofeate 
cheeks of this newly difcovered 
fhrub in the plantation of friend- 
fhip; and they formed a circle 

p around 
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around him, as the halo round the 
moon. ‘ 


The filver-bodied youth of ma- 
jeftic deportment, now apening the 
fource of the fountain of life, fhed 
the heart-engaging pearls of clear- 
meaning eloquence over the gar- 
ments of my afiembled friends ; and, 
after the manner of the {killed in 
learning and the verfed in the myf- 
teries of compofition, delivered the 
following foul-attractive {peech. 


“¢ To be thus captivated with 

*¢ the tints and odours of flowers 
“‘ and fhrubs, and fafcinated thus 
“‘ by the fight of a fair face and 
“« external beauty, is far from the 
*¢ rules 
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rules of wifdom. The flower 
bloometh fcarcely for a week, and 
borrowed charms can only endure 
for a fhort feafon. To pledge 
the heart, therefore, to one who 
knows not conftancy, and to flat- 
ter the foul with the enjoyment 
of an object that cannot be per- 
manent, true prudence will not 
fanction ; nor will a found judg- 
ment, penetrative into fallacies, 
approve.” 


VERSE. 


The garden’s bloom has but fhort 
*¢ endurance ; 
The-colour of the rofe but a few days 
‘© glow. 
Even grief, which irritates the veins 
«© of life, 
«© Some- 
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«« Sometimes prevails, at others dif- 
“© appears.” 


After this, having, in the Jan. 
guage of Hindooftan, fketched the 
following heart-enticing hiftory, 
(which may be ftiled A newly-de- 
figned Garden of the Flowers of 
Rhetoric) on the tablet of narration ; 
with fuch an eloquence, that you 
would have fuppofed he was pouring 
treafured pearls from a ruby cafket, 
he thus addreffed me : 


‘* No garden can be more gratify- 
*« ing to the foul, nor any affemblage 
“« of flowers more fragrant to fenfa- 
“* tion, than this Ood * of Hindooftan 

‘© fprinkled 


* Wood of Aloes. 
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*¢ fprinkled on the fire of the Parfee, 
** in order that the fcent of the lo- 
“© vers of eloquence may be refrefhed 
‘¢ by its odour, and the affembly of 
‘ {peech be filled with its fragrance. 
** Doubtlefs, the deftroying arm of 


a 


** autumn would never reach the 
‘* flowers of fucha beauteous gare 
«¢ den, or the devaftating blafts of 
«* winter make impreffion on the 
** fhrubs of fuch an elegant planta- 
** tion.” 


As thefe liberal remarks became 
imprefled upon the pages of my 
mind, and the fubftance of his foul- 
refrefhing eloquence was imprinted 
on the tablet of my heart—I, the 
humbleft of the flaves of God, 

EINAIUT 
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EINAIUT OoLLaAn, a binder of the 
fheaves in the harveft of the mafters 
of expreffion, anda grateful depen- 
dant on the fervice of the eminent 
for {cience and learning—from the 
hiat of that full-orbed moon of the 
firmament of excellence—girded up 
the loins of attempt to colle& the 
freth flowers fallen from his gar- 
ment, in order to enrich the garden 
of Perfic diction. 


The rofeate colouring of epithets 
and accordant cadence of periods, I 
borrowed from the rofe-like cheeks 
and ‘cyprefs-formed ftature of that 
elegantly proportioned model of 
exquifite fculpture. Chaftenefs of 
expreffion, and propriety of meta- 
phor, I copied from the foft lip and 

heart- 


* 
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heart-delighting form of that felec- 
tion of the dewan of excellence. 

Having given, with the attiring of 
the magic-empowered pen, new 
grace to the charmer of compofi- 
tion, I have introduced her (hoping 
for approval) into the affembly of 
appearance. a 

As parterre upon parterre of the 
Sooree and Sudberg of rhetoric, and 
of the Nuffereen and Nufterrun of 
eloquent expreffion, bloffom in this 
extenfive garden, it is entitled, THE 
SPRING SEASON oF LEARNING. 


What a compofition! It may 
be compared to a garden delighting 
the 


Or, Garpen of KyowLenoe. 
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the fenfes, and efteemed as a rofe- 
plat refrefhing to life. Every leaf 
of thefe pages of eloquence is a 
flower-bed; in every row of it 
clufters of the flowers of expreffion 
blooming. Every new figure in it 
is a rofe-bufh, under the fhade of 
which the dark-veiled charmers of 
fpeech, like the flowery-velted brides 
of the garden, repofe. 


I entertain hope from the indul- 
gence of the liberal-minded of juft 
tafte, and the explorers of literature 
endowed with generous {fentiments, 
whofe exalted fouls are imbued with 
the kindly influence and tempera= 
ture of impartiality, and who have 
attained, from the courts of al-~ 

e mighty 
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mighty and divine purity, the pow- 
ers of difcrimination — That when 
roaming with their fight along the 
windings of this pleafure-garden of 
eloquence, if perchance their eyes 
fhould be gratified by a view of the 
virgin brides of the receffes of beau- 
ty They will, at the incitation 
of their innate liberality, fhut their 
eyes to venial imperfections, and look 
only upon the abundance of their 
excellencies. 





If perchance a fault fhould be 
obferved, or a miftake appear, in 
confonance with their generous feel- 
ings, let them amend it; and not, 
like the fevere of grovelling fouls, 
charge the fteed of criticifm on the 


plains 
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plains of expofure, as the tiger pur- 
fues the affrighted deer ; nor curvet 
exultingly in the confined {pace of 
general remark, and too harfh notice 
of trifling errors. Since it is evident, 
that.the artift of human {kill, the 
edits for the bounds of his genius 
being juftly infcribed with this fu- 
perfcription, ‘* He has created Man 
imperfect,” “ cannot with the aid of 
the pen, which is but a weak reed, 
fketch a portrait free from error or 
imperfection. 


VERSE. 


I truft, if haply a competent judge 
Should perufe thefe annals of love — 


If on examination he perceive an error, 
&2 He 


® A quotation from the Koraun. 
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He will not lay the blame on my head. 
Has he the ability, let him amend it ; 
But, if he cannot correct, let him conceal. 


Leaving, however, every other 
point, the dependants on the frag- 
ments of the maedah” of eloquence, 
and the remnant-receivers of the 
fimmaut* of compofition well know, 
what intenfe thought they are obli« 
ged to exercife in connecting two 
epithets, alike in termination, and ac- 
cording in fenfe and meaning. The 
author, until he hath plunged an 
hundred foul-wafting daggers into 
his heart, and with the adamant of 
reflection torn his breaft to pieces, 

cannot 


~ The cloth fpread over the carpet on which 
meals are placed. 
x The fragments of a meal. 
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cannot obtain the fun-refplendent 
ruby of expreffion worthy the accep- 
tance of the difficulty-approving 
judges of compofition 5 nor, till he 
hath dived a thoufand times into the 
boundlefs ocean of fancy, will the 
princely pearl of juftly-expreffive 
terms, fit for the approval of the 
fublime minds of the fovereigns of 
the regions of eloquence, fall into 
his hands. 


VERSE. 


He muft torment his fancy, would he 
produce correctnefs 
Which may prove pure on the touchftone 
of perfect judges. 
For clearnefs of expreffion, he muft turn 
night to day, 
Birds 


Ixxii INTRODUCTION 


Birds and fifh may fleep, but he maft be 
wakeful. 


Although thefe trifling effufions, 
which have been collected in the 
vapours of the futile imagination of 
this humble compofer for the boards 
of the matters of eloquence and 
learning, are not worth the trou- 
ble of fo much difcuffion ; yet my 
heart trembles like the reed at cere 
tain unfhaven enemies’ of juttice, 
who, from want of tafte, make 
criticifm a difguife for ignorance. 
They know no diftinction between 
the eye of a needle or the notch of 

an 
y Alluding to the Jong-bearded fages of the 


Mufulmaun world, «who regard all reading 
but that of the Koraun as of no ufe. 


BY THE AUTHOR. 1xxiii. 


an arrow, nor between the arrow and 


the planet Mercury.” 


Seekingy therefore, an afylum 
under the beneficent fhade of the 
virtuous, the pure, and impartial, 
of true judgment, who having 
explored the heights and depths of 
compofition with the fteps of 
adequate confideration, have reached 
the criterion of true tafte——And 
making the difclofure of this intro- 
duction the medium of explaining 
my OsjecT—viz. their favourable 
opinion and correction of my mif- 
takes, T hope, that at the infti- 
gation of their liberal natures they 





will 


* This planet and the arrow are defignated 
by the fame word, 





will not withhold their indulgence, 
but commemorate mé with’a prayer 
(Fateah *) to attain which was my 


grand motive for compiling thefe 
trifles. ° 


a The firft chapter of the Koraun, repeated 
by the Mahummedans as a prayer fcr them- 
felves, their living and deceafed friends. It is 
as follows: 

“¢ In che name of the moft merciful God. 
« Praife be to God, the Lord of all crea- 
*¢ tures, the moft merciful, the King of the 
‘© day of judgment. We worfhip thee, we 
** beg thy afliftance. O guide us in the right 
66 way, the way of thofe to whom thou haft 
*¢ been gracious; not of thofe againft whom 
“thou art incenfed, nor of thofe who go 


‘¢ aftray.” 


b With an imitation of this Introduction 
Dow commences his work, in which he has 
retained but very little of the text. After a 
very {paring mixture of original metaphor with 


much 





* “ ~, ss by 
: . a Ap “e \e * . sg 
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e. e 
much Europea figure, he makes his author 
tal alley and ehold in a dream sa nymph 
of thee @uflulmaun paradife, inftead of the 
young “bramin, whom Ernatut Ootta tells 
us, gave him the plots of his Tales, in the 

language of the Hindovs. 

“J awoke in amaze, and mourned the abe’ 


™ fence of the daughter of paradiic.”’ 


Dow's Tales, vol, i. p. xiv of the Intradudfion. 
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"Tue Decipherers of the Talifmans 
of the ‘Treafures of Myftery, and ac- 
quainted with the Paths cf the Receffes 
of Secrecy, having explored this lately- 
difcovered Manufcript in the Records of 
ancient Time, have thus impreffed it on 
the Pages of Narration. 

VOL. I. A In 





™ 


In days of yore, there*reigned in the 


- extenfive and populous empire of Hin- 


dooftan, emblematic of Paradife, a 
Sovereign who, like the univerfe-illum- 
ing Sun, comprized the world within 
the beams of his dominion; and who, 
By the rays of the lamp of his impartial 
juttice, enlightened the gloom of the 
earth. From the fuperiority of his 
afpiring genius, he placed the foot of 
contempt on the heads of the bears ; * 
and, from confcious pride in his own 
power and dignity, regarded contem- 


porary monarchs as grovelling in the. 


caves of non-exiftence. The azure 
fkies * wore the ring of fubjedtion to his 
power, and the twins* bore upon their 
fhoulders the badge of fubmiffion to his 
authority. Time had refigned to the 
check of his guidance the reins of di- 


<_ 


2 The conftellations fo called. 
* Thatis, Fortune. Ear-rings in the Eft ar 
‘worn hy flaves, as marks of ferv itude, . 
© The conitellation fo called. 


“a 











_ 
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rection over the mottled and wild-pacing 
fteeds of viciffitude; and fuccefs, like 
an approaching flave, bowed. the fore- 
head of humility at his threfhold. 


VERSE. 

Al! the objeéis of dominion were in his 

pletion, and there remained not aught for 
his mind to covet. 


Fortune in his train was bound with 
the girdle of Orion; and viiory was the 
Strong belt of his fabre. 


_ . However, in the chamber of his 


profperity there was not a lamp, fo that 
the recefs of hope might be illumed by 
the rays of its brightnefs; and the tree 
of his being had no fruit that could give 
the relifh yi enjoyment to the tafte of 
life: on which account he was con- 


ftantly fad and lonely, like a dot in the 


circle of regret. Daily did he entreat 
the fupplications of the pure-minded 
A 2 matters 
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ce 


requeft in prayer at the throne of the 
Beftower, who looks not for recompence. 
At length, under the aufpices of the 
favourable afpirations of the religious, 
their midnight petitions and early devo- 
tions ; after long anxiety and impatient 
wifhes, the rofe-buth of hope put forth a 
bloffom, and the tree of expectation bore 
fruit. The gloom of his condition was 
brightened by the lamp of profperity, and 
the night of fufpenfe was fucceeded by 
the dawn of fuccefs. The fan of em- 
pire, with a thoufand world-fubduing 
fplendours, and globe-pervading bril- 
liance, having appeared from the horizon 
of birth, enlightened the expanfe of his 
father’s expectations, and the, till now, 
dark chamber of the hopes of mortals. 


The emperor, having proftrated the 
forehead of humility on the duft of 
thank{giving, in grateful fen‘ of this 
invaluable bleffing and ‘initance of divine 

fayour, 


mafters of the heart, and nightly make | 


——- 


_— 


a 








re 





favour, offered up prayers and praifes at 
the throne of mercy ; and, to evince his 
joy at fuch a bounty, having fet wide the 
doors of his treafury, enriched a world 
iby his gifts and largefs, and delivered the 
friendlefs and neceffitous from want and 
dependance, by his liberality and muni- 
ficence. 


VERSE. 


The Sultan, from affeétion for kis 
happy-ftarred fon, opened the gates of his 
bréafury, and fat in fate on his throne. 


He gave a loofe to joy after long anxiety 
and fufpenfe, and befowed muxificent gifts 
on every petitioner. 


This pearl of the fea of dignity and 
high fortune was, in an aufpicious in- 
ftant, diftinguifhed by the glorious 
title of Jehaundar Sultan ;‘ and a vir- 
A 3 tuous 


* Roler of the world. 








tuous nurfe of wakeful ftar exalted by , 


the charge of fuch a brilliant gem. 

When four years and four months 
had paffed in the cradle of profperity, 
and on the bofom of his noble nurfe, 
agreeably to the rules of Iflaam,° he 
was entrufted to a celebrated tutor for 
education ; and experienced fuperinten- 
dants, and wifdom-loving fervants, were 
appointed to direct aright his ingenucus 
difpofitions ; fo that he might occupy 
his gracious time in ftudying the arts 
of government, learning the arcana of 
dominion and policy, and make himfelf 
after of the ceremonials of royalty and 
inftitutes of command. 


* The Mahummedan faith. 


CHAP. 











CHAP. it 


a | 


A\s the Almighty creates the elect 

of his court naturally endowed with 
perfection, the Pzince by his fourteenth 

year had attained ample knowledge of { 
every abitrufe {cience and fublime ftudy; 

fo that he became renowned throughout 

| the world for judgment, policy, dignity 
| of demeanour, and felf-command, as 
| well as for manly beauty, affability of 
manners, and eloquence of {peech. 


The pure mind of Jehaundar, ex- 
A 4 alted 








a: 


alted as Keiwaun,! inftigated by noble 
ambitio:t for conqueft, and dignified 
inclination for command, was enamoured 
of the chace; and in his breaft a fond- 
nefs for hunting was interwoven with 
his ideas, fo that he paffed much time 
in purfuing the game, and was daily 
employed in field fports. 


One morning, with a felect party of 
attendants, having turned the reins of 
his zephyr-like pacing courfer towards 
the country, with intent to fubdue the 
defart-bounding wild ones, and captivate 
the free roamers of the air, he let loofe 
game-purfuing animals in every quarter. 
The fwift-winged Falcon, like the lovers 
of Shunkoie, uncertain as quickfilver, 
mounting rapidly the fkies, brought the 
wild-duck and partridge to the earth. 
The Hawk, whofe every feather, from 
tinges of black and white, refembles 

the 


§ The planet Saturn, and alfo the cognomen of 
a dynaity cf Perfian Kings. 
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the eye of the beauteous (in the fame 
manner as black-eyed damfels; playfully 
glancing, feize with the talon oftheir 
eyelafhes the hearts of helplefs»lovers 
in their grafp) taking wing in purfuit of 
the pheafant, extended his claws. The 
‘Pullung,® rapid as lightning, and parti- 
-coloured like time, plunged his talons 
into the Neeloo® and the Zung,! 
and difplayed his native ingenuity in 
feizing the Antelope. The fharp-nailed 
greyhound, of agile fpring and fure 
grafp, darting fuddenly like fate upon 
the Gowuzzun* and the Gore,' ftruck 
them to the ground of annihilation. 


The 


& A {pecies of leopard, called in India Cheeta, 
which is tramed to catch deer, It is kept blinil- 
folded till the game appears. If in its fpring. it 
miffes the prey, it not unfrequently injures the 
fport‘man. 

4 The Nilgaow. 

! What animal I know not. 

©! Specics of deer. 






f 
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- VERSE. 


When the Tubluk™ of the Hawk re- 
Sounded, quickly afcended the game-purfuing 
birds, 


The fuddenly-piercing falcon foared aloft 
in air, and the world became void of the wila- 
duck and pigeon. 


When the golden-winged eagle of 
the heavens, the fun, having mounted 
high into the emerald coloured expanfe of 
the firmament, was become intenfely warm 
in purfuit, Jehaundar, the rofe of whofe 
cheek had been gently cherifhed under 
the fhade of majefty, and who could not 
bear the fultry heat of noon, returned 
towards his palace.. On the way, he 
beheld a garden of perfect beauty and 
fragrance, in which the cyprefs and the 


cedar 


™ A {mall drum, fixed to the faddle of the fal- 
¢oner, on which he gives fignals to the hawks. 





— 
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cedar, like the lover and beloved, grew 
fide by fide, and the lily and the rofe, 


like the bride and bridegroom, reclined 
on each other’s bofom. 


From its emerald-tinged refrefhing 
verdure, the furface of the lawn appeared 
like the fky, and the heart-enticing me- 
lody of the birds in the midft of its 
fhrubs had the effect of the organ. 


The turtle dove, of temper like the 
Collunder," in his afhy-coloured vet, 
began the ftrain of holy ecftacy. 


VERSE. 


The dew had fcattered gems on its 
verdure, mingling as it were emerald with 


pearl. 


The fhrubs bloomed in every quarter, 
Spreading wide a carpet of detight. 


The 


% A wandering religious. 


7 7 ' ; 4 
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The beauteous ringlets of the Bunnuff- 
Shth° were difplayed: the gale had orna- 
mented the Nuffereen® with pendants, 


The heaven-comprehending mind of 
the prince, captivated by the elegance of 
the garden and fragrance of the flowers 
and fhrubs, becoming inclined to view its 
rofe-faced inhabitants, entered it, bloom- 
ing as the rofe-bud, and lightly treading as 
the cyprefs, ran over with his eye this a- 
bode of delight. In every recefs he faw the 
zephyr ornamenting the ear of the rofe 
with the Sunbul, and the jewel-fet crown 

on 


© What flower I know not.  Richardfon tran« 
flates it Violet. 

P Richardfon tranflates it the Wild Rofe; alfo 
Narciffus. It is to be lamented that none of our 
travellers have given the native names for the fruits, 
flowers, trees, and plants of Perfia. A liit of them 
would greatly add to the pleafure of reading Perfian 
authors, and to the elucidation of their flowery meta- 
phors: without ir, they muft ever remain obfcure to 
the European reader. I find myfelf obliged, from 
incapacity, to leave moft of the botanical terms un- 
tran flated, rather thax deceive the rcader, 


: 
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on the head of the Hubbeer, like the 
egrets of coquettifh maidens fancifully 
placed afide. At the foot of every rofe- 
bufh, the birds, like Bramins chaunt- 
ing the bedes,’ were twittering tales of 
love to their mates, and upon a branch of 
every enamel-like cyprefs, the turtle 
dove, in the fame manner as Dirvefhe 
when contemplating the divinity, cooed 
forth its gentle murmur. 


On the margin of a fountain reclined 

a young man who was reciting verfes. 
He had with him a parrot, who, like 
the Soofies,? fond of retirement, fitting 
in an iron cage, and, after the manner 
of the votaries of celibacy, dwelling in 
folitude, had fhut his door on the face 
of mankind. Like the happy inhabit- 
ants of Paradife, he was clothed in green ; 
and, as the fyllopitts of deep judgment, 
fkilled 

® The fcriptures of the Pramins. 


1 A fe&t of myftic devotees among the Ma- 
hummcdans. 
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{killed in eloquence. A wife bird, who 
for underftanding would have gained the 
prize from the Huddud' of Solomon. 


He was lord of the fpecies of flying 
creation with enamelled wings, chief of 
fugar-billed parrots, who in the field of 
fpeech had exalted the ftandard of elo- 
quence among the feathered race; and, 
for his virtuous conduct in the affembly 
of the green-vefted refemblers of heaven’s 
dwellers," had attained the higheft fame. 


The prince Jehaundar, from fight of 
the young man, and hearing his foul- 
delighting 


® The Lapwing, which, according to Mahum- 
medan tradition, had the property of finding out 
water under ground, and was alfo employed by 
Sclomon to convey a letter to the queen of Sheba, 
— Vide Sart’s moft exact tranflation of the Koran, 
and truly learned notes. Vol. ji. p. 223. 

* The fouls of the bleffed are, by fone com- 
mentators on the Koran, faid to animate green 
birds in the groves of Paradife, until the general 
refurrection. Others are of another opinion. 





dl 
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delighting melody, which formeda happy 
accompaniment with the verdant affem- 
blage of the bloffoms moiftened by the 
fhower, the ftrain of the bubbul,' and 
the heart-captivating note of the undal- 
eeb,' became even to ecftacy immerfed in 
pleafure and delight. From eagernefs of 
curiofity, he advanced, and fpoke the 
Salaam ;“ but the conceited young man, 
captivated with the fervour of his own 
melody, paying not the leaft attention, 
made no reply. The wife parrot, when, 
on account of the arrogance of his 
mafter, he beheld the figns of difplea- 
fure in the looks of the prince, becoming 
anxious to conciliate his mind, like ura- 
tors of eloquent fpeech, opened the door 
of converfation, and iffued forth into the 
plain of delivery a few fentences, full 
of meaning as the words of the fkilled 
in expreffion, with fweet diction and foul- 
enticing phrafe. 


The 


* Two fpecies of the n‘ghtingale. 
‘ Health be to thee. 





= 

. The prince, from the fpeech of this 
orator, naturally without language, being 
rapt in wonder, remained for fome in- 


ftants like the reflected image on a mir- 
ror, in the confinement of filence. Im- 
mediately, however, the fced of love 
for the green-vefted orator, beautiful as 
Ferhaad,” ftriking root in the foil of his 
heart, he, with much impetuofity, loofen- 
edaruby of high price from his arm, 
and offering it to the young man, ftill 
employed in his mufic, begged the par- 
rot. The youth, not finding in himfelf 
powcr to bear the abfence of the accom- 
plithed bird, turning afide from the path 
of affent, placed the hand of refufal on 
the breaft of the prince’s requeft ; when 
the latter faid, ‘* Ignorant youth, knoweft 
“© thou not that J am heir apparent to 
“* the crown and ring of thefe regions, 
“<¢ and that my foul is charmed with this 
“¢ wife bird? If thy ftar is wakeful, take 

** this 


~ The Hero of a poetical romance. 
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‘¢this ruby, which is worth a kingdom, 


** and give up that handful of feathers. 
** If thou doft not, thou- wilt repent, 


‘e€ and, after difgrace, with a thoufand 


«© humiliations, offer it for nought.”’ 


The young man, for an inftant hav- 
ing réflected on his own condition, con- 
fidered, that ‘* to act contrary to the will 
“ of the fovereign, is to encircle the 
“© waift with one’s own blood ;’’ and 
therefore delivered the parrot to an atten- 
dant of the prince, who on this account 
was fo delighted and filled with rapture, 
that you would have thought he had 
obtained the conqueft of the feven regi- 
ons, or acquired rule over the four habi- 
table parts of the world. With perfect 
gladnefs he returned to his palace, and 
taking the parrot into his confidence and 
intimacy, confented not to his abfence 
fora moment. He kept him conftantly 
in his fight, and the fenfible bird capti- 

VOL. I. B vated 
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vated his heart by his novel remarks and 
eloquent narrations !” 


CHAP. 


~ Of this chapter, merely the introduction is 
attended to by Dow, who has, however, by inferting 
fome few circumftances of the two following, and 
introducing the adventures of Sadit, thofe of the 
Parrot and Comladeve, (not one word of which 
is in the Bahar-danufh) dexteroufly enough con- 
trived to make nearly four chapters. 


The ftory of Sadit feems to have been formed 
trom the account of Shere Khan’s encounter with a 
tiger, by contrivance of the Emperor Jchaungeer, 
who wihhed his deftruction, that he might marry his 
wife, the celebrated Naoomahal.—Vide Dow’s hif- 
tory, vol, iii. p. 27, 8vo edition. 


The hiftory of Comladeve was probably fabricated 
from a hovel called Pudmawut, containing the ad- 
ventures of a Raja and Rannee of Chitore, and 
founded upon faéts, in which are fome particu- 
lars refembling this tale. Or Dow may have taken 
the plot from his own epitome of Ferifhta, as in it 
the circumftances which form the groundwork are 
given.— Vide Dow’s Hiftory, vol. i. p. 301. 8vo 
edition. 
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CHAP. III. 


——a 


As the agents of Fate and Pro- 
vidence, being perpetually employed in 
the affairs of mortality, are watchful 
that every object of divine. will, which 
refts concealed in the hidden manfion of 
decree, may at the appointed time and 
fixed feafon, be ufhered into the public 
court of appearance; neceffarily, in com- 
pliance with the cuftoms and habits of 
the world of caufes, they incite a means, 
fo that without hindrance of delay, they 
may draw the object from behind the 
curtain of fecrecy into the plain of dif- 
clofure. A proof of this obfervation 
follows. 


B2 *  Jehaundar 
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Jehaundar Sultan on a certain day, 
having retired into the private chamber 
of profperity, enjoyed the company of 
one of his women, in form like the 
Peris, * named Mhere Perwer,’ in whofe 
captivity his heart was held. From the 
intoxicating fafcination of her unparal- 
leled beauty, being overcome with excefs 
of rapture, under the curve of her cref- 
cent-like eyebrow, he drank repeated 
draughts of wine, pure as the fun, from 
cups refplendent as the moon. The 
angel-like damfel, in the warmth oP hers. 
blifs and delight, when the _glow of 
beauty and fparkling of wime gave a 
double enjoyment, perceiving her figure 
in a mirror, became vain of her own 
charms from felf-conceit, which is the 
moft degrading weaknefs in the region of 
fenfe. In this ftate of exultation and 
folly, the confequence of wine, being 

from 


= An imaginary order of beings in the fpiri¢ual 
world, fuppofed to be of exquifite beauty. 
Y Gratifier of Love. 
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from her confined ideas overpowered by 
vanity, fhe, unable to command herfelf, 


exclaimed : 


a 


© 


¢ 


a 


¢ 


na 
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a 
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** My dear prince! although it is 
impertinent, and far diftant from the 
rules of refpect, yet I with that for an 
inftant, placing your dignity and royal 
ftate afide, you would not give the 
reins of impartiality from your hand; 
but, without the intervention of cere-~ 
mony, with truth and candour tell 
me, whether the felf-exiftent deline- 
ator of omnipotence ever pourtrayed 
with the pencil of decree in the 
volume of creation, or on the pages 
of exiftence, ay figure among the 
varying races of mankind, of fuch 
elegance and beauty as “mine? or 
ever before traced a fketch with fuch 
abundant graces ?”’ 


The prince had not as yet replied, 


when the parrot laughed; on which 


B 3 account 
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account, the late blooming flower of the 
garden of beauty, fhrinking like a blighted 
rofe-bud, the figns of difpleafure ap- 
peared upon her countenance, and with 
impatience fhe laid the hand of importu- 
nity on the veft of the Sultan, and faid, 
“ Tt is neceffary that you ditclofe to me 
“ the reafon why the bird laughed on 
“€ this occafion, or I will put myfelf to 
‘« inftant death.” 


Though the prince on this point 
enquired repeatedly, the parrot, not in 
the leaft bringing his tongue to acquaint- 
ance with fpeech, like the picture of a 
nightingale, remained filent; till at length, 
when importunate enquiry had paffed 
the bounds of reafon, he faid, « My 
* miftrefs, the difclofure of this myftery 
** will in no manner profit you, or give 
“ any advantage. It is advifeable for 
** your affairs that you free your mind 
‘* from fuch a with.” 


== i ea 
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As importunity and unreafonablenefs 
is the fafhion of women, and the difpo- 
fition of this fex is leavened with folly 
and ignorance, fhe would not pafs the 
leaft from her demand, but became more 
violent in requifition than ever ; till at 
laft the prudent bird, remedilefs, having 
broken the talifman of filence from the 
cover of the treafury of fpeech, poured 
the jewels of relation into the lap of 
audience of the prince, and the lady vain 
of her own beauty ; faying, 


‘* The caulfe of my finiles was your 

* vanity and miftaken pride, in fancying 
* yourfelf in grace and charms like the 
‘* freely towering cyprefs, exalted above 
‘© all the confined in the chain of hu- 
“© manity, and conceiting yourfelf fu- 
‘* perior to all the beauties of the world. 
“* Know you not, that the excellence of 
* divine workmanfhip is not reftrained 
‘ to one being ? or the elegance of the 
* garden of creation dependent on one 
B 4 “« flower? 


“ 


a 
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flower? Under this vaulted canopy 
‘S are many rofe-gardens, and in each, 
‘“* thoufands of bloffoma cutbleoming 
“each other in tint and fragrance. 
Bordering upon this, is a region, 
which in population, extent, and cul- 
tivation, is an hundred times prefer- 
able, and fuperior in comparifon with 
your dominions. The fovereign of 
it has a daughter named Bherawir 
‘* Banou; upon whofe countenance the 
“< world-illuming fun, with all his globe- 
‘« enlightening fplendour, dare not look 
‘« without the medium ofa veil or cover- 
“ing. The rofe, from defire to behold 
‘< her charms, burfts the collar of pa- 
* tience; and the Nergus,* with eager- 
“ nefs to gaze at her beauties, becomes 
«all eyes. In fhort, if you, my miftrefs, 
“ were feated by her fide, you would, 
“ like Soha* in prefence of the fun, no 
“ longer 
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2 The Narciffus, which is in Eaftern poetry 
always faid to be on the gaze; an idea taken 
doultlels from the fable of the transformation. 

* A {mall flar. 
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« longer have an opinion of yourfelf. 
“ The-colour ef a- weed has no value 
‘© placed by the rofe.’”’ 


On hearing the above defcription, 
the lady- became overwhelmed in the 
waves of envy, and the warmth of mor- 
tification appeared upon her countenance. 
The prince, fecretly enamoured of the 
world-conquering charms of Bherawir 
Banou, loft his heart from his power, 
and unfeeing, fubmitting the neck of 
his life to the kummund ° of her fafcin- 
ating locks, became like Mujenou,* fran- 
tic in the road of defire for her enjoy- 
ment. Separating his mind at once 
from relations and friends, and uniting 
himfelf to her, he fo ardently pufhed the 
courfer of love on the plain of intenfe 

affection 


* A rope with a noofe at the end, ufed to 
catch an aninial, or to faften on a tree or 
building in order to afcend. I: appears alfo to 
have been uied in war to throw over the-neck 
‘of an antagonitt. 

© The here of a poetical romance. 
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affection for his miftrefs, that he deferted 
the boundary of care for others and 
himéelf. 


VERSE. 


Not only does love arife from the fight, 

Often has this happine{s proceeded from 
defcription. 

Let the glory of beauty but enter at the ear, 

It will {natch repefe from the foul, and fenfe 
from ie heart. 

There is no occafion to behold the obje® of 
affeltion, 

For love often captivates many without hav- 
ing feen it.* 


4 Of the whole of this chapter only a few 
words are noticed by Dow in that lalt men 
tioned. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 


a 


W uw Jehaundar Sultan, from 
the wonder-relating tongue of the par- 
rot, had heard of the beauties of this 
pheenix of the hilly region of foul-fafcin- 
ation, and his heart, without having feen 
her, became enfnared in the mazy locks 
of the angel-like charmer ; the bird of 
love, for fuch a miftrefs of the bride- 
chamber of heart-captivation, chofe her 
neft in the branches of his mind. In 
order to remove doubt, and attain cer- 
tainty, he felected an artift of magic 
fkill and fafcinating pencil, named Be- 
nuzzeer;* who with his delicate ftrokes 
could fo delineate a view of the ha- 

bitable 


© Without equal. 
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bitable quarters of the earth, with all 
its mountains and deferts, on the 
fingle leaf of a jafmine, that at one 
glance at its perfpective, without the la- 
bour of travel, you might vifit the feven 
regions, and view truly, as a figure re- 
flected in a mirror, the properties of all 
the kingdoms of the globe, and the 
cultivated and wafte parts of the earth. 
On the rind of a piftachio, he could fo 
clearly pourtray a field of battle, with 
the reprefentation of its mountain-like 
elephants, vaft encampments, hofts of 
heroes, bands of warriors, and extenfive 
line of action, that the ftruggles of the 
Ruftum-hearted,’ and the attacks of the 
courageous on each other, alfo the dif- 
tinction of the valiant man from the 
coward, would appear diftinétly at once 
to the eye. 


The revolutions of this azure canopy 
tinged with gold, had not beheld with 
the 


§ The Hero of the celebrated Poem of Firdofi, 
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the eye of fancy or gaze of imagination, 
fuch an enchanting artift of magic pen, 
nor hoary time heard, upon this varied 
furface, of amafter of fuch exquifite fkill 
and wonderful execution. By the nice 
touches of his miraculous pencil, the 
figured bird, like the real one of the 
garden, feemed ready to burft forth in 
fong ; and, through the nurture of his 
charm-like pen, the imagery of fancy 
fprung up like flowers glowing in frefh- 
nefs and beauty. Without exaggeration, 
if Mani,* painter of the Arzung, had ftill 

on 


® Accelebrated Perfian painter, who in the third 
centery pretended himfelf the Paraciete, or Com- 
foster foretold by Chrift, and eftablifhed a numerous 
fect. Being perfecuted by Shapore, (Sapores) he 
fled to Eaftern Tartary, where he amufed himfelf in 
painting, and pretended his performances were 
given him by angels. The book in which they 
were bound, he called Arzung, or Ertung. His 
religion was a mixture of Indian, Magian, Chriflian, 
and Mahummedan tenets. His followers, among 
whom were even many patriarchs and bilneps, 
became known in Europe by the name of Mani- 
Cheans.—Vide Ricuarpson, p. 1566, 
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on the page of life preferved the portrait 
of exiftence, he would have acknowledged 
him for his mafter, and adored his 


fill. 
VERSE. 


By his drawings he gave gcod tidings to 
fortune; 

From his frill, he opened the gates of Euchd 

In his fancy rofe fetches unaffified by the per. 

He was a quick artifi, and exal delineator. 
In delicacy of outline, fo nice was his 

touch, that he could /ketch a figure in tranf- 

parency on water. 


To the above-mentioned famous 
painter, difguifed as a merchant, the 
prince entrufted various rarities of the 
age, and numerous curiofities of the 
world, that under fuch a character, tra- 
velling to the delightful country of the 
bereaver of his underftanding, and hav- 
ing pourtrayed on a filken leaf the un- 
equalled form of the angel who, unfeen, 

had 


og 
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had fubdued the kingdom of his mind, 
he might bring it to his prefence. Be- 
nuzzeer, having fixed the burthens of 
travel on the camcls of refolution, mea- 
fured his ftages, and in {wiftnefs of 
career lightly reined as the weftern 
gale, after encountering various impedi- 
ments, hardfhips and the inconvenien- 
cies of foreign countries, having reached 
the paradife-like empire, arrived at the 
city of Meenofowaud, which was the 
capital of the father of the hoori-formed 
princefs. Having fixed his abode ina 
garden ® which was a place of recreation 
to Bherawir Banou, he opened his bag- 
gage; and having taken fome of his 
rareft commodities as an offering to the 


enjoyers of the {plendours beaming on 
thofe 


& The gardens of Eaftern princes have in general 
belonging to them a caravan ferai, a market place, 
and mofque, with a college of dirvefhes. The rents 
of the two former are applied to the fupport of the 
latter, Inthe garden is often ere¢ted the maufo- 
leum of the founder. 
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‘thofe attendanton the royal couch,*» he 
obtained the honour of an audience. 


The emperor, being highly pratified 
with the fight of his precious merchan- 
dize, according to the cuftoms of fo- 
vereions, obferving the requifite atten- 
-tion to ftrangers, fhowered upon him 
favours greater than the human’ mind 
could expect, and with condefcenfion and 
kindnefs thus interrogated him : ‘* From 
‘© what flourifhing region have you ar- 
“© rived ? and where are the manufacto- 
“ries of thefe rare goods? for no 
‘© merchant or trader ever before brought 
“ fuch exquifite pieces of workmanship 
«© and curious valuables to our court.” 


Benuzzeer, out of policy, mingling 
trath with fidtion, reprefented fuch de- 
fcriptions of his country and fovereign, 
that admiration increafed in the mind of 
the emperor, from whofe prefence, when 


difmiffed, 


» The confidential domettics of the fovercign. 
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m3 
difmiffed, he ee to his quarters. 
The fame of his merchandize being 
fpread abroad in every divifion and 
ftreet, at length the attendants at the 
facred apartments of Bherawir Banou 
having heard it, conveyed the rumour to 
the audience of the damfcls near the 
perfon of the princefs, brilliant as the fun. 
From the court of purity was iffued the 
fublime order for the coming of Benuz- 
zeer to the prefence. For that day, 
making the fatigue of travel and excefs 
of labour his apology, he requedted to 
be excufed, and thus reprefented : 


«© The merchandize in my humble 
lodging is in general worthy the ap- 
*€ proval of the attendants on their 
“ facred highnefs. Entirely with the 
view of offering my goods as a pzfh- 
“* cufh to the admitted within the veil of 
“< purity, did I fubject myfelf, as of no 
*€ inconvenience, to the difficulties and 
«¢ dangers of foreign travel. To God be 

VOL. I. c “* praife 
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‘« praife and thankfgiving, that I have 
‘© attained my defire, and under the 
aufpices of upright intention, having 
‘< in health and fafety paffed many dan- 
‘< gerous wilds and perilous defarts, have 
at length reached the facred court of 
the emprefs of the age. 


“ 


a 
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“« As, however, my bales are now 
opened, and repacking them to con- 
vey to the fublime palace muft be 
attended with much rifque and trou- 
ble, (though on fuch account to make 
excufe is intrufive in a dependant) if 
the auguft princefs, condefcending to 
indulge a ftranger, would in her 
glory and magnificence caft, like the 
pheenix,' the fhadow of good fortune 
on this Irim-envied garden,* it would 

« be 
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!The fhadow of the pheenix, in eaftern 
romance, is {aid to be highly aufpicious to the 
perfon on whom it falls. 

® A fabulous garden and palace, often men- 
tioned in oriental poetry. It is faid to have 

been 
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*« be aufpicious to him, and amufing to 
<< her highnefs. Further, whatever the 
“¢ fublime commands may decree, fer- 

c 2 “© vants 


been “in Syria, and laid out by a prince of Ara- 
bia Felix, named Shuddaud, who, on hearing a 
defcription of Paradife, profanely refolved to 
make one iuperior to it on earth. The author 
of the Tofet al Mujalis thus defcribes the erec- 
tion, and its confequence. A pleafant and ele- 
vated {pot heing fixed upon, Shuddaud difpatched 
an hundred chiefs to collect ikilful artifts and 
workmen from all countries. He alfo command- 
ed the monarchs of Syria and Ormus to fend 
him all their jewels and precious metals. In 
the ftructure of the palace, bricks of gold 
and filver were laid alternately, and the inter- 
ftices ftudded with precious ftones. Forty camel 
loads of gold, filver, and jewels, were daily 
ufed in the building, which contained e thou- 
jend fpacioua quadrangles of many thoufand 
rooms. In the arcas were artificial trees of geld 
aad filver, whofe leaves were emeralds, and fruit 
clufters af pearls and jewels. The ground was 
eftrewed with ambergrie, mut, and faffron. 
Between every two of the artificial trees was 
planted one of delicious fruit, This romantic 
abode took up five hundred years in the com- 

pletion. 
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“¢ vants have only to obey, as fubmiffion 
‘* is their duty here and hereafter.”” 


Bherawir Banou, honouring the re- 
queft of Benuzzeer with her royal com- 
pliance, on the following morning, when 
the enlightener of the world, having 

lifted 


pletion. When finifhed, Shuddaud marched to 
view it; and, when arrived near, divided two 
hundred thoufand youthful flaves, whom he had 
brought with him from Damafcus, into tour de- 
tachments, which were flationed in cantonments 
prepared for their reception on cach fide of the 
garden, towards which he proceeded with his 
favourite courtiers. Suddenly was heard in the 
air a voice like thunder, and Shuddaud looking 
up, beheld a perfonage of majeftic figure and 
ftern afpeét, who faid, ‘* I am the Angel of 
“* Death, commiffioned to feize thy impure foul.” 
Shuddaud exclaimed, ‘* Give me leifure to enter 
* the garden,” and was defcending from his horfe, 
when the feizer of life fnatched away his im- 
pure fpirit, and he fell dead upon the ground. 
At the fame time lightnings flafhed and deitroyed 
the whole army of the infidel ; and the rofe- 
garden of lrim became concealed from the fight 


i? 


of man. 
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lifted his head from the collar of the eatt, 
had expanded the mantle of brilliancy 
over the earth, proceeding towards the 
garden, in an howduje' embroidered 
with gold, (the dazzling richnefs of 
whofe kubdeh ™ made the fun burn with 
envy) feemed like the moon entering the 
fign of Aries. The delicate natives of 
the garden, on the approach of this 
moving cyprefs, having loft their bloom 
of cheek, all fhrunk like water from a 
fenfe of inferiority, and withered. When 
feated on the mufnud of glory, fhe 
commanded the attendance of Benuzzeer. 


Benuzzeer, at thefe foul-gratifying 
tidings, from excefs of joy and exulta- 
tion, {welled like the bloffoming rofe- 
bud; and, with fpeed equal to the 
breeze, haftening to the prefence of the 

eat] blooming 


! A fort of clofe litter borne on men’s fhoulders, 

™ A large golden knob, generally in the fhape 
of a pine-apple, on the top of thc canopy over 
the litter, 
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blooming fhoot of royalty, prefented 
articles worthy of acceptance. Bhera- 
wir Banou, feated behind the conceal- 
ment of a clofe curtain, ordered fome 
of her elderly attendants to receive the 
effects from the hands of Benuzzeer, 
and bring them within the veil. When 
the princefs had examined them, her 
delight was fuch as cannot be expreffed 
in the narrow bounds of relation. 


She uttered their praifes and her 
approval in a loud tone, and command- 
ed her fervants, if he had any other 
articles, to bring them to her; upon 
which, after the ufual obeifance, they 
reprefented, that he had yet a little cafk- 
et wrapped in velvet, but would not 
fhew it. Bherawir Banou, fuppofing it 
muft contain fome ftill more precious 
article, commanded it to be opened ; but 
Benuzzeer, affecting excufes, would not 
confent, and the princefs thence became 
more importunate. 

When 
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When Benuzzeer perceived that her 
curiofity was at its height, and the object 
to which he had an eye was concerned in 
its gratification, he with fubtle artifice 
thus reprefented: ‘“‘ Though the article 
** on which I chiefly pride myfelf, and 
** efteem as the medium of my exalta- 
** tion, is certainly this, yet, as it is a 
* charge from a fovereign prince, I 
*€ cannot open it but in his prefence.”’ 
On hearing this, the curiofity of Bherawir 
Banou was increafed from one to an 
hundred fold, and fhe requefted him 
with much intreaty to open the cafket. 
Benuzzeer replied, ‘* Though compli- 
“© ance with this command, and engag- 
‘¢ ing in fuch an action, will occafion 
*€ defalcation in the truft of integrity ; 
‘© yet, as the wifh of the princefs 
* Afylum of the world is bent upon 
© this object beyond all bounds, I have 
‘ no remedy : But, unlefs the humbleft 


«© of flaves fhall himfelf prefent it to 
Cc 4 « the 
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** the Keemia" impreffive fight, toview 
* it is impoffible.”’ 


As the impatience and defire of 
Bherawir Banou to beho!d curiofities and 
mafterpieces of art was extreme, and 
Benuzzeer apparently feemed a man of 
very great age and infirmity, the graced 
his petition with exalting compliance ; 
and gave orders that, without the fkreen 
of a curtain, he fhould acquire the rays 
of honour by a view of the beauties of 
her prefence. Benuzzeer, from exceflive 
joy and rapture forgetting himfelf, like 
the atom receiving new life from the 
beams of the fun, quickly took the lock 
from the cafket, and by introduction 
of the attendants on the retirement of 
purity and excellence, became admitted 
face to face to the fun of the heaven of 
beauty and perfection. At the firft 
glance, like a pictured figure, becoming 
fpeechlefs and without fenfation or mo- 

, tion, 
* The philofopher’s ftone. 
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tion, his eye, from wild aftonifhment, like 
that of the Nergus, became fixed in 
gaze ; fainting overpowered him, and 
the cafket fell from his hand on the 
ground. 


Bherawir Banou, alarmed at feeing 

the condition of Benuzzeer, exclaimed, 
“© What is the matter ? and whence the 
“© caufe of thy being thus overcome ?’’ 
Benuzzeer, by his utmoft efforts col- 
lecting himfelf, replied, «* O emblem of 
‘ the fun of empire! on account of 
‘ advanced life, the imbecility of age 
* has vanquifhed my natural ftrength, 
*< on which account, now and then thefe 
“ fits occur. As the poet obferves, 
‘© Age is accompanied by an hundred 
<< ailments.’? Opening now the lid of 
the cafket, and taking out the portrait of 
Jehaundar Sultan, which he had drawn 
with his wonder-fketching pencil, he gave 
it into the hand of Bherawir Banou. 
The princefs, ftruck with the beauty of 
the 
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the figure, at once giving up her heart 
from her power, exclaimed, ‘‘ Whofe 


ce 


ce 


cal 
~ 


‘ 


7 


€ 


a 


© 


na 


€ 


na 


c 


a 


€ 


a 


‘ 


a 


« 


a 


a 


refemblance is this, that diffufes the 
perfume of intimacy over my foul ?”” 


Benuzzeer replied, ‘‘ It is the por- 
trait of Jehaundar Sultan, heir to the 
crown and ring of the empire of 
Hindooftan, before whofe beauty and 
grace Jofeph,° except the gift of pro- 
phecy, would have held no eftimation. 
In ftrength of body and dignity of 
mind, Ruftum,’ in comparifon to 
him, would have appeared inferior to 
Zaul. His munificence furpaffes the 
celebrity of Hatim Tai,‘ and his 
mellifluent eloquence captivates into 
the fnare the fweets-loving parrot. 
From envy of his graceful fteps, the 

<< pheafant 


© The patriarch, fuppofed to have excelled in 


beauty. 


> The hero of the Shaw Namma. 
4 The father of Ruftum. 
* An Arabian chief renowned for liberality. 
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pheafant has retired to the mountains. 
When, in purfuit of the game, he 
mounts his fable-coloured courfer 
fwift as the eagle, the lion crouches 
into the den of the fox, and the hot 
elephant (if he could) would conceal 
himfe!f in the hole of the ant. In 
wifdom and penetration, he is the 
Plato of his age, and in glory and 
power a fecond Alexander.” 


VERSE. 


“< Dignified in manners, wife, affive, 
valiant, in love, gentie as a fawn, in 
anger, furious as @ lion. 


A blooming rofe, unblighted by autumnal 
s¢ Dlafts 5 

A vigorous fooot on the towering branch 
“ of youth. 

His flature in beanty is as the wild 


«© opprefh 
The down hath not yet encircled his cheeks. 


“s Place 
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“© Prace him on the faddle of the courfer, 
8 he is like Ruftum. Seat him at the 
“© banquet, he is another Keikovaud.* 


“© In one night, fhould he open the treafury 
‘© of bounty, 

“© The winds would receive the hoards of 
‘© Karoon.* 

© Should he exclaim aloud, and Faun" appear, 

* At the flroke of his fabre, he would forfeit 
pe Pe 


a 


Bherawir Banou, from hearing this 
eloquent defcription of his accomplifh- 
ments, and beholding the beauty of his 
portrait, fhed the feed of love for Je- 

haundar 


® An ancient Perfian monarch. 

* Suppofed to be the fame perfon called Korah in 
Numbers, chapter xvi. whom the Mahummedans 
defcribe as the coufin of Mofes. He is frequently 
alluded to by Perfian poets and moraliits, as ex- 
tremely handfome, and immenfely rich from his 
knowledge of chymiftry, but proverbially ftingy. 
Vide Ricnarpson, and Save’s Koran. 

« Chief of the Evil Genii. 
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haundar Sultan in the foil of her heart, 
and planted the fhrub of affection for 
him in her mind. As modefty, however, 
withheld her robes, and maiden bafhful- 
nefs reftrained her feelings, fhe did not 
avow the fecret even to her own lips ; 
but inwardly fetting ina blaze the eafily- 
kindling cotton of her mind with the 
flame of love, began to burn, and to 
eafe her torments requefted the portrait 
from Benuzzeer. With much art, re- 
fufing compliance with this demand, he 
fuid, “© May my head and life be a 
“© facrifice even for the duft of the feet 
‘© of the emprefs of the world, but your 


“© humbleft of fervants at firft mention- 
‘ 


nm 


n 


ed that this picture was given to me 
“in charge. On this point J dare not 
“ break my truft.”’ 


n 


The princefs replied, ‘* I cannot he- 
lieve your declaration, becaufe the 
object of your fpeech is void of the 
ornaments of truth; for a bit of filk, 
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«on which a trifling figure is pourtray- 
“ ed, is not an article worthy of royal 
“ commiffion.”’ 


Benuzzeer anfwered, ‘ O queen of 

“« Jadies of the age, if you look merely 
“to the value of this fcrap of filk, 
** certainly it is not worth more than a 
** few deenars; but when you confider 
‘© the feelings and affection of a certain 
‘¢ perfonage who is enamoured with the 
“* beauties of the original of this like- 
** nefs, and examine it in this view, 
*€ fhould you offer for it both worlds, 
“© the verfe of * bid higher ftill, for as 
*¢ yet the price is rated too low,’” would, 
** in refpect to this portrait, be verified. 
** Emprefs of the world, the cafe is 
“* thus : The fovereign of the kingdom 
“ of Bengal, hath in the manfion of 
‘* royalty a moon, among the admirers 
(73 of 

* In the poem of Jami, the patriarch Jofeph is 
faid to have been fold at Cairo by auétion, and all 
the inhabitants to have been eager for his purchafe. 
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of whofe beauty is the world-illuming 
fun. 


‘* As from the relation of travellers 
in various countries, who glean a 
fheaf from every harveft, and fnatch a 
delicacy from every treat, the noble 
difpofition and fublime accomplifh- 
ments of this wakeful-ftarred prince 
(Jehaundar Sultan) became thorough- 
ly underftood by him, and that the 
odour of conqueft would from his 
perfon perfume the fenfe of the world, 
he became anxious to {tring this pre- 
cious pearl of the cafket of purity on 
the thread of his marriage union, and 
to effect a true junction between the 
Shumfhaud and the Rofe. There- 
fore, with eager importunity and a 
thoufand promifes, he requefted me to 
procure his portrait; and I having 
now, at the inftigation of fo puiffant a 
monarch, with much troubie obtained 
it, am now on my way to his prefence, 

‘© where 
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where I hope, in return for fuch an 
important fervice, I fhall receive fo 
large a fum and ample reward, that by 


its means, becoming independent of 
want and poverty for the refidue of 
life, I may enjoy freedom from the 
viciffitudes of chance, and be releafed 
from the anxiety of feeking a live- 


lihood.”’ 


Bherawir Banou, who had given up 


her foul to the portrait, on hearing this 
account confidered with herfelf, and thus 
reafoned on her own condition. ‘ I 
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have admitted unfeeing the dart: of 
love for this youth into my heart. It 
is certain that without attaining the 
honour of his union, life to me will 
be as death, and the bioom of exift- 
ence be wafted in the extremeft tor- 
tures of difappointment, which are 
more bitter than the expiring agony. 
To give up, therefore, this phoenix of 
the fky of excellence into the entan- 
giements of another, and to fubmit 

a3 mye 






ec res. 


“€€ myfelf enchained to my aft breath in 

*© defpair, is far from the rules of felf- 
*€ prefervation. Let what may happen, 
“it ts advifeable that I keep in 
* fight this talifman of the treafure of 
*€ good fortune, which may prove a key 
*< to the doors of felicity, and the har- 
“ binger of attainment to my wifhes. 
“* Depending on the immeafurable 
** bounty of God, which is the unfolder 
© of the difficulties of thofe who feek 
* an object, and giver of remedy to 
* them who afk a cure, it is fitting that 
‘« T wait patiently to fee what may iffue 
‘¢ from the veil of concealment into the 
«* plain of apparency, and on whofe 
*« wifhes the fkies may favourably re- 
® yolve.”’ 


cal 


Having pondered thus, fhe faid, 

*¢ Thy defire, merchant, is merely gold. 
_& From whomfoever you receive it, thy 
* object is gained. Sell to me this 
* figured filk, and take without the 
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trouble of more fatigue, a fum which 


never could have entered thy expecta- 
tion, and with fatisfa@ion of mind 
purfue the route of thy wifhes. Thou 
well knoweft that the world of chance 
in every moment plays an hundred 
various tricks. If, from excefs of 
covetoufnefs and utmoit greedinefs of 
gain, the moft blameable of fins, fa- 
crificing real advantage for imaginary 
hope, thou purfueft a road longer than 
the plain of avarice, and night and 
day liveft perplexed in labour; mof 
probably calamity willoccur, and thou 
be altogether. deprived of reward. 
Hence, difappointment becoming the 
bane of life, thou, during the re- 
mainder of thy age, wilt languifh for 
the princely fum I now offer thee, and 
expire with regret. Letting alone, 
however, the confideration of my pro-~ 
pofal, fuppofing you reach your in- 
tended ftage in fafety,:as the fituation 
of man. is not always in one pofture, 


: <* poffibly 


' 


*¢ poffibly the fkirt Of the monarch’s 
‘* munificence may be fhortened, and 
“he may not fhew a liberality equal to 
‘© your wifhes. This circumftance muft 
“© occafion repining of mind and forrow 
*€of heart, to which will be added the 
“ toil, vexation, and labour of travel. 
‘« My meaning in this reprefentation is, 
“* that to give from the hands a prefent 
‘© good for one in expectation, is not the 
‘© dictate of prudence ; confequently, thy 
*€ true intereft lies in this, that thou turn 
‘* not away from this advantageous pro- 
“* pofal : forfeit not -fo valuable a trea- 
“ fure, if thy fortunate ftar is afcendant : 
“¢ fora ferap of filk, the revenue of a 
‘* kingdom is offered.”’ 
As t 

. Benuzzeer perceiving that his charm 
had. taken effect on the mind of the 


 Perie,* at fir placing himfelf in. the 


as gateway 


* The fuperftitious among the Mahummedars 


believe in aerial fyirits, of whom the Peries are 


faid 
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gateway of denial, made feveral excufes ; 
but at length from policy drawing in the 
reins of refufal, fubmitted himfelf to con- 
fent, and having received from her river- 
like liberality valuable jewels and a vaft 
fum of money, delivered her the por- 
trait. 


During the time of his ‘being ho- 
noured with her exalting converfe, with 
keen obfervation and impreffive fkill, he 
had drawn upon the page of his mind 
with the pencil of recolleétion, the ftrik- 
ing lineaments of her angel-like features : 
and, being difmiffed, on returning to his 
quarters, immediately took up his mira- 
culous implements, and pourtrayed her 
likenefs on a piece of filk fo ftrongly, 
as not to deviate a hair’s line from the 
elegant ftature and hoori-envied coun- 
tenance of that fun of the heaven of 

beauty. 


faid to be moft beautiful, and that they are to 
be brought into the power of: man by charms. 
prayer and abftinence. Hence this expreflion. 





beauty. You would fuppofe the deline- 
ator of omnipotence had drawn it with 
the pencil of divine decree. When the 
artful Benuzzeer had attained the object 
which he had in view, being gracioufly 
difmiffed from the prefence of Bherawir 
Banou, he returned towards his own 
country ; and fleeting over the ftages on 
the wings of fpeed, arrived at the palace 
of Sultan Jehaundar.” 


7 Dow has giving very imperfely the begin- 
ning of this chapter, and has altered the Satter 
part entirely, In it he mates the princefs, con- 
trary to oriental modefy, fit for her pitture to 
the painter, when acquainted with his difguife, 
caufes her to deceive her father, and unnecef- 
tardy makes Benuzzeer betray himfelt. 


D3 CHAP. 








CHAP. V. 


we 


Benozzerr, when he became ex- 
alted by the fortunate audience and 
ennobling proftration at the throne of 
the prince, after the ceremonial praifes 
and thankigivings, prefented the portrait 
of Bherawir Banou to his gracious view. 
What a form! Though the heavens, in 
their azure canopy, difplay a thoufand 
heart-fafcinating beauties, one equal to 
this was never beheld, even in fancy. 
The Mani of antient days, in the opera- 
tions of the world, had never pourtrayed 
fuch a miraculous fketch with the pencil 
of imagination on the tablet of defign. 
At view of the garden of its clear- 
nefs and brilliancy, the lap of fight was 

filled 





filled with flowers, and from the over- 
flowing of its wifdom-enfnaring beauty, 
the goblet of appearance was crowned with 
wine. The pen, while delineating traits 
of the charms of fuch a perie-fafcinating 
form, like the ftem of the Nergus, be- 
comes verdant in the hands of the writer. 


The pictured nightingale, from ardour 
to behold the rofe-envied countenance 
of fuch a charmer, would, if it could, 
attempt to fly. 


The prince, on the firft glance of 
this accomplifhed figure end heart-crati- 
fying portrait, became like Mujjenou,* 
a forlorn pilgrim in the path of defire 
for enjoyment of Bherawir Ranou. 
From the inebriation of love, he fell like 
the intoxicated from his throne, and 
was in an inftant, as the embroidery of 
his couch, a lifelefs figure on the furface 
of the carpet. . His officers and attend- 
ants, at fight of his condition becoming 

D 4 alarmed, 


* The hero of a ccleurated poem. 
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alarmed, had recourfe to phyficians, and 
‘poured rofe-water on his face; but Be- 
nuzzeer, better acquainted with the 
pulfe of his heart, made all retire from a 
his pillow. Reclining the prince’s head , 
on his bofom, and having recovered him 
from the heart-burning fit, he re-feated 
him on his throne. However, the entrail- 
piercing dart of love had penetrated his 
foul, and he could not be freed from 
the hand of paffion for its object. In- 
voluntarily impelled to tear the collar of 
patience, having put the ring * of frenzy 
into the ear of life, he turned from every 
thing elfe to his beloved idol. He for- 
fook the path of reputation, and bowing 
the head of fubmiffion and forehead of 
facrifice to the power of love, laid pru- 
dence afide. The report of his madnefs 
reached every ward and ftreet of the 
metropolis ; till at length, the attendants 
at the foot of the imperial throne, re- 
prefented 


ee 


* The car-ring in Afia is worn by flaves as 
a badge of fervitade. 





9 
i 
prefented an account of his fituation to 
the prefence. 


The monarch, on hearing the heart- 
rending circumftances, became fettered 
in the chainsof grief; and fummoning 
the prince to his clofet, opened to him 
the gates of admonition, and poured the 
royal pearls of advice into the lap of his 
condition. As, however, the ears of 
Jehaundar were ftopped by the envenom- 
ed cotton of love, the remarks of wif- 
dom found no entrance to his mind ; and 
not in the leaft advancing his foot to- 
wards the path of compliance, he, like 
his own bloud-dropping eyes, ran more 
violently on his way. The emperor was 
overwhelmed in the whirlpool of for- 
row, and having fummoned his intelli- 
gent viziers and wife flatefmen, explain- 
ers of difficulty, fought their affittance to 
unravel this indiffoluble knot. By the 
dictates of forefighted policy, and pru- 
dence-approving {kill, howeverfomuch 

they 
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they endeavoured with wife {chemes. to 
repair this rent, and devifed various re- 
medies, none became fuccefsful: the 
flame more rapidly increafed, and the 
fire of madnefs in the fecret ftove of the 
prince’s mind, glowed with redoubled 
ardour. 





When the fkilful phyficians and wife 
prefcribers, in every path of contrivance 
which they purfted, had found no index 
to their object, out of perplexity, all the 
the faculty agreed in this point, namely, 
day and night to relate to this youthful 
fovereign of the region of frenzy, ftrange 
tales and furprizing anecdotes in debafe- 
ment of women, and of the inconftancy 
of that fickle fex, as perchance fuch a 
remedy might prove beneficial to the 
fever of his madnefs.* 


> Dow has given merely a fummary of the 
Jeading circumftances in this chapter, but ftill 


with alteration, and the language is, any thing 
but tranflation. 


Criads 





CHAP. VI. 


—_——— 


Sern? 


One of the intelligent attendants 
thus introduced the charmer of eloquence 
into the bride-chamber of narration. 


There was a young man of noble 
quality, who poffeffed an ample fhare of 
riches and bleffings, and who had ac- 
quired of the reauifites for the enjoy- 
ment of life fufficient ftore. For ftrength 
of mind, and vigour of bodily frame, he 
was unequalled by the contemporary 
youth, and unparalleled in valour and 
fortitude. In generofity and benevo- 
lence, he bore away the ball of excel- 

lence 
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lence from his fellows and affociates, 
and excelled all in perfonal beauty and 
outward graces. He had mzrried a wife 
from among the daughters of his own 
tribe, and his heart was attached to her 
to that degree, that he for an inftant 
could not bear to be abfent from her; 
and, conftantly eager to preferve her af- 
fection and retain her love, preferred her 
fatisfaction to every other obje@. The 
wife alfo, held by the chain of love, and 
captivated in the net of affection for her 
hufband, like a handmaiden, night and 
day ftrove to ferve him with fubmiffion 
and humility. If for an inftant, the 
young man, fer the management of his 
affairs, or to procure the neceffaries of 
life, (fram which the ftruggiers in the 
confined {pace of this borrowed world 
have no refource) went abroad, the 
wife, fhedding the wine of underftanding 
from the goblet of her brain, let fall a 
deluge of tears from the fountain of her 
eyes. Inevery ftreet and alley of the 

city 
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city nothing was {poken of by either fex 
but the ftory of their loves ;. and where- 
ever two met together, they converfed 
upon nothing elfe but the anecdotes of 
the affection of thefe diftinguifhed per- 
fonages. The young man being fond 
of the chace, every morning went to the 
field, and bringing home game, with his 
beloved quaffed draughts of wine, and 
enjoyed favoury difhes made of his. ac- 


quifitions. 


By accident, between this young man 
and the brother of the governor of the 
city a {trong friendfhip took place, and 
the foundation of regard and union was 
confirmed, fo. that the latter moft days 
vifited the houfe of the former to drink 
wine. One day, his eye fell upon the 
wife ; their looks met, and the difhoneft 
wretch, at the inftigation of the devil, 
forgetting altogether former obligations, 
friendfhip, and gratitude, out of fenfual 
Juft became eager to enjoy her. Having 

found 





Pad 


fome time fhe refufed ; 


found out an old go-between, oneof thofe. 
artful wretches deftructive of domettic 
honour, he fent her to the wife to difclofe’ 
his paffion, and entreat an interview. For 


but, asunethe. 


watery and clayey compofition of women 
there is no fteadinefs or conftancy, and'in’ 
the mind of this fex not a hair’s line of 
fidelity can be traced; at length; finking 


the boat of affe@ion for 


her hufband. in 


the whirlpool of annihilation, and obh- 
terating with the point of vicious ardour 
the characters of regard and attachment, 
which fhe had employed:an age in 
fketching, fhe gave up herfelf to error. ' 
Like the rofe, tearing* the collar of her 
own purity and the honour of her huf- 
band, fhe founded the drum of ill fame 
through the four quarters of difhonour. 


When 


‘e Eaftern poets fable the nightingale and rofe to 


be enamoured of each other. 


The latter, when 


full blown, is foppofed incontinently to rend its 


bud with paffion for the former. 
exprefion, 


Hence the ahove i 


oe 






__. When fome time had paffed in this 
manner, at length furmifes and reports 
began to fpread among the neighbours, 
of a bufinefs fo deftructive to the fragile 
vafe of character and reputation. The 
‘wife began to dread the fword of. her 
hufband’s vengeance, and alarm for her 
life overpowered her mind. Having, 
out of wickednefs and folly, refolved on 
the bafe refource of elopement, fhe com- 
municated the defign to her paramour. 
The impure wretch, regarding this as 
an important bleffing, entered firmly 
into the meafure, and they waited impa- 
tiently for an opportunity to fly. At 
length, the hufband according to cuftom 
went to hunt, and having roufed:an 
antelope, fhe bounded towards a village, 
the refidence of the parents of-‘his 
wicked fpoufe. The young man pur- 
fuing got the game into his power juft at 
the entrance of the place. As-the deer 
of the foreft of the feven azure* plains 
had 

4The tkies. Eaflern poets perfonify the rifing and 
fetling 
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had retired into the cave of the weft, and 
the hufband, from much fatigue in pur- 
fait, found himfelf unable to return to 
his own houfe, he from neceffty entered 
the village, and took up his lodgings 
under the roof of his relations, to whom, 
after putting by 2 part for his beloved, 
he prefented the remainder of his game, 
He himfelf had no inclmation to eat, 
which the hoftsobferving, were diftreffed 
in mind, and enquired the caufe of his 
difguft, for to them their gueft was very 
dear. The young man replied, “ I 
** will mot conceal from you that my 
“€ love for your daughter is ardent, and 
“ it is a long time, during which ‘we 
«© have not, but in company with each 
“© other, extended our hands to eat, nor 
*¢ has this been from compliment, but 

<° true 


fetting of the fun and moon according to the fubject 
of their compofition, which to the ideas of a european 
reader often appears truly ridiculous. If Perfian 
writes even of a moufe, So! and Luna are fure 
to rife and fet in che difguifs of the little 
animal. 
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‘* 


« true affection ; therefore, in time of 
 abfence from her, my foul refts not 
© for an inftant in my body. On this 
© account, excufing me, vex not your 
*© own gentle minds. A part of the 
«¢ yenifon I have kept, that, if fate fhall 
“© fpare me, I may eat it to-morrow in 
“© company with that beftower of new 
‘© life, and quaff wine under the arch of 
“© her crefcent-formed eyebrow.” 


The father and mother of the impure 
woman, on hearing this, were filled with 
pleafure; while the fimple hufband, 
unfufpicious of the crooked minds of 
females, paffed the night till early dawn 
in reftleffncfs and anxiety. The profli- 
gate wife, with hardnefs of heart, infide- 
lity, and vice, informed her paramour 
of the abfence of her hufband, and by 
the contrivance of her unworthy cunning 
and treacherous artifice, having formed 
a plot, became the directrefs of her foul 


©. gallant in crime and wickednefs. In the 
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middle of the night, by her defire, he fet 
fire to one end of her houfe, and mount- 
ing a courfer fwiftly-paced as lightning, 
ftationed himfelf at the door,with another 
fteed, fleet as the weftern gale, of Perfian 
defcent. After a fhort interval, when 
the fire fpread, and the hand of human 
endeavour became unable to quench the 
flames, the abandoned wife, from whofe 
brain this blaze of calamity had arifen, 
hypocritically uttered loud fcreams, and 
awakened her mother-in-law and maid 
fervants, who, overcome by fright, be- 
gan to throw out the houfehold goods. 
Scizing this opportunity as precious, fhe 
flipped out, and mounting the fteed,-in 
company with her paramour, dived into 
the night, and pofted rapidly to a dif- 
tant city; where a houfe being hired, 
the two impure wretches remained con- 
cealed. Here, to. the extent of their 
wifhes, they began to fcatter the duft of 
difgrace on the head of their conditions, 
and «@ 
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and engaged in quaffing the wine of 
adultery. 


When the fire was at length ex- 
tinguifhed, the mother-in-law not find- 
ing her daughter, explored every part of 
the ruined manfion with much alarm. 
Though fhe hurried over every corner 
of the building, of her, like the phoenix, 
fhe could behold no trace. Sufpecting 
now that fhe muft have been burnt in 
the fire, the old lady began immediately 
to weep, and give way to lamentation. 


In a fhort time, the young hulband, 
tortured by the flame of ardent love, 
and having felt a long night’s pain of 
abfence, with impatient fondnefs reached 
his home. He beheld the houfe a heap 
of afhes, his mother in mourning, ftrew- 
ing duft upon her head, and every trace 
of his wife vanifhed away. Amazement 
and dread confounded his mind. He 
tremblingly enquired of his domeftics 

£2 what 
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what was the accident, and whence came 
the deftruction of his houfe ? They in- 
formed him of the fire, end that their 
miftrefs was burnt in the flames. 


Inftantly on hearing this, the fire of 
madnefs feized the veft of the young 
man’s foul, the tears of defpondency 
flowed from his eyes, and ‘in extreme 
anguifh he uttered this verfe; “ Alas! 
‘¢ alas! has no one beheld my beloved ?”’ 
He now commanded that the bones 
fhould be fearched for in the fire, in 
order to be buried; but no relic of them 
appeared. 


The hufband was aftonifhed at this 
circumftance, and thought within him- 
felf what could have become of the 
woman, and what could have been 
the caufes, that no remains of her 
could be found. If fhe was burnt, cer- 


“tainly fome one of her members would 


have appeared ; and how was it poffible 
that 
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that a living perfon fhould fo burn in a 
fire, that no one could tell the leaft of 
the accident from beginning to end, or 
the fmalleft relic be left to the eye. The 
fufpicion now ftruck the young man, 
that poffibly, as the nature of woman is 
leavened with infidelity, having invented 
a fiction, or formed a plot, fhe might 
poflibly herfelf have fet fire to the man- 
fion of her family honour. This idea 
became fixed in his mind. He arofe 
from thence, and went to the houfe of 
the governor’s brother, that he might 
tell to him the fecret of his heart, and 
afk his affiftance. When he arrived at 
his houfe, he received intelligence, that 
fince midnight he had difappeared. 


The young man was now convinced 
that the fcandalous wretch, from vice 
and wickednefs, had concerted with the 
governor’s brother, and {fcattered the 
filth of criminality on the veft of her 
chaftity. From thence, having difguifed 
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his perfon in a clay-coloured veft, and 
rubbed his head and face with afhes, like 
world-roaming dirvefhes,° he began to 
meafure the road of fearch, and eagerly 
purfued the path of enquiry. In each 
city and town on his route, he examin- 
ed every ftreet and window of the 
houfes, till at Jaft he arrived at the 
place where the two impures were con- 
cealed; and, as it happened, at once 
came to the door of the houfe they in- 
habited. The old procurefs, whom he 
knew, coming out, the young man (now 
fuperior to her in experience) afked, 
‘© What is a certain female doing ?”’ 
The fimple matron replied without he- 
fitation, ‘* She is quaffing with her lover 
“« the cup of mutual enjoyment.” The 
young man continued, ‘* Tell her, Thy 
“ hufband ftands at the gate, and if thy 
‘© coming here was without thy will, 
“* haften now, and feize the opportunity 
“© of efcape.”” The weak old woman 

immediately 
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immediately returned, and delivered the 
meflage of the hufband to the infamous 
wife ; who, on hearing it, loft the trea- 
{ure of her fenfes, and the colour faded 
upon her cheeks. Putting her head out 
‘of a window, fhe beheld her hufband 
ftanding in a beggar’s habit, greatly 
diftreffed and agitated; upon which, 
coming in confufed hafte to her lover, 
fhe informed him of the circumftance, 
and faid, ‘‘ Before my hufband can feize 
“Cus, and while the ability is not loft 
‘* from our hands, it is proper to go 
“© hence, or our affairs will end in dif- 
“ appointment.”” The wicked gallant 
inftantly taking her out by a back door, 
mounted her upon a courfer fleet as the 
wind, and commanded two of his fer- 
vants, on whofe courage and alertnefs he 
could place full dependance, that travel- 
ling upon the wings of fpeed they fhould 
conduct her to another city, and conceal 
her in a habitation where no one would 
fufpect her to be. 
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The hufband, when he faw his wife 
put her head out of the window, fud- 
denly turned another way, and feemed 
not to obferve her. Liftening after this, 
he heard no voices within doors ; upon 
which he guefied it was fhe who had 
kindled the fire of calamity, and that the 
was the featterer of the duft of her own 
difhonour. He then thought within 
himfelf, ‘* It is not improbable, but that 
“« this houfe may have two entrances, 
“‘ that fhe may go out at the other 
« while Iam ftanding at this, and am 
‘© meafuring the air with my hands.” 
He now haftened to the back part of the 
houfe, where he faw a female clofely 
veiled, and mounted on horfeback, at- 
tended by two fhaters ‘ completely arm- 
ed, holding a ftirrup on each fide, and 
hurrying away with the utmoft precipi- 
tation. From her fize and appearance, 
he knew her to be his difhonourable 
wife. Exerting his agility, and having 

come 


€ Couriers, or running footmen. 
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come up with them, he drew from the 
feabbard a flint-piercing fcymetar, with 
which, at one blow, he ftruck one of the 
attendants to the ground of annihilation. 
The other, on beholding his companion 
‘in this itate, alarmed for his own life, 
turned his face to flight, and the valiant 
‘young man feizing the bridle, mounted 
the horfe, and fpeeded with his wife 
before him towards his own city. On 
his arrival near it, reflecting upon the 
{candal of appearing thus in daylight, he 
ftopped in a garden; intending, under 
the darknefs of night, to punifh® his 
wicked partner in a way that the veil of 
fecrecy might not drop off, and then to 
return home. As he had undergone 
much fatigue in travelling from town to 
town, and fearching every ftreet, lane, 
and 

& Probably to put her to death. ‘There is too 
much reafon to believe, that in countries where 
women are fecluded, the jealous hufband with 


impunity punifhes the wife, innocent or guilty, 


with death, more cfpecially in the higher ranks 
of life. 
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and alley, wearinefs and pain had be- 
numbed his limbs. He lay down, and 
ordered the wife to chafe* his feet, when 
fuddenly, the ambuthed robbers of drow- 
finefs having attacked the cafila’ of his 
vigilance, plundered the treafure of his 
fenfes; and under the influence of his 
flumbering ftars, having extended his 
limbs like thofe of a body bereaved of its 
foul, he lay entirely.overcome by fleep. 


As the juggling fky in every revo- 
lution brings forth fome novel deception, 
the governor’s brother, learning what 
had happened, followed in purfuit, and, 
by tracing the marks of his horfe’s fhoes 
on the road, at length reached the gate 
of the garden. He entered, and beheld 
the drowfy-{tarred hufband faft afleep, 
like his own neglectful fortune, and the 
wife fitting by him. Efteeming the op- 

portunity 
4 This is commonly dene in eaftern countries, 


“to promote circulation of the blood. 
Caravan, 
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portunity precious, he drew from its 
fcabbard an highly tempered blade, in- 
tending to lay the unfortunate man more 
porpid on the bed of death; but the 
favage woman, innately wicked, pre- 
vented him from it, and faid, “ This 
“¢ black-ftarred wretch is not deferving 
enough to pafs in fo eafy a manner to 
hell, but merits a variety of punifh- 
ment and torture. It is neceffary firft 
to imprefs our revenge in this world 
of retaliation on the mind of this evil- 
fated wretch, and afterwards difpatch 
him head downwards to the infernal 
regions, fo that to his laft moments, 
in his heart may remain, like the 
“¢ ftreaks of a tulip,* the wounds of 
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agonizing pain.’ She then affifted 
her gallant in binding his hands and feet 
with a cord. 


During 


® Scars and wounds by Perfian writers’ are 
compared to the ftreaky tints of the tulip. To 
Europeans the figure appears itrarge, 
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During this operation, the poor huf- 
band, opening his eyes, beheld fate 
fitting at his elbow, the meffenger of 
death hovering over his head, and any 
poffible relief loft from his hands. He 
blamed his own fimplicity and want of 
forefight, but remedilefs, according to 
the maxim, that it is impoffible to erafe 
the written decrees of fate, refigned him- 
felf to deftiny. The infamous woman, 
throwing the cord over the branch of a 
tree, drew it up till her hufband became 
fufpended head downwards, and, like a 
rope-dancer, dangled in the air; while 
fhe, with impudent {miles and leers, fat 
before his face with her gallant, and 
quaffed wine from the goblet of mirth. 


‘© Now is the period arrived,” faid 
this infamous adulterefs, ‘* that I fhall 
“© enjoy ample revenge, and pour the 
** venomous dregs of agony into the 
‘* throat of this heaven-deferted wretch. 
‘© In the moment of expiring life, he 


(73 fhall 
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«« fhall tafte the bitternefs of witneffing 

‘ the happinefs of a rival. With mul- 

“€ tiplied torture fhall his head be fe- 

vered from his impure neck, and hung 

_f« upon his fhoulders. For fuch crimes 

yz © as his, a milder punifhment ought not 
“© to await him.”’ 


7 


The unfortunate hufband, when he 
beheld what he ought not to have feen, 
though tortured by bodily pain, in ex- 
treme agony and diftrefs of foul, fought 
redrefs from the power of the All-feeing, 
under conviction that, ‘‘ whoever trufts 
‘¢ firmly in God, will affuredly be de- 


«¢ jivered.’’! 


’ 

At length, (by divine decree) from 
intoxication of liquor, the brains of the 
wicked adulterers became exhaufted of 
underftanding, and they fell down fenfe- 
lefs from exceffive drunkennefs on the 
bed.of evil deftiny, while their goblets, 

filled 


+A verfe from the Koran. 
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filled to the brim, remained upon the 
carpet. The hufband, fufpended head 
downwards, beheld the wretched fitua- 
tion of thefe abandoned beings, but hac 
not the power of revenge. 


At this crifis, by command of the 
omnipotent director of fate, a black 
f{nake, devourer of blood, fuddenly de- 
fcending from an upper branch of the 
tree, entwined himfelf round the unhappy 
hufband, and with venom-fwol’n mouth 
glided his head clofe to his face, bending 
over his eyebrows with fierce and poi- 
fonous Jook. The young man, from 
alarm at this life-endangering peril, 
emblematic of efudden death, was over- 
powered, and faid in his heart, ‘* Graci- 
“© ous God! what is this that has 
‘ happened to me! Sufpended head 
“© downwards from the branch of a tree, 
“Cand tied hand and foot by cords, 
** having witneffed under my own eye 
‘* fuch heart-afflicting difgrace ; with all 

“ this 
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this calamity, a deftructive demon, at 
fight of whofe form the gall diffolves 
to water, refts upon my head, threat- 
ening at every breath my diffolution: 
What evil deed or unworthy action 
can have been committed by me, all 
guilty as I am, that God in retribution 
for it hath involved me im fuch tor- 
ments, and fentenced me to fuch 
variety of punifhment in this world ? 
Moft probably, this life-deftroying 
monfter, after a few more refpirations 
of life, to which death is preferable, 
will with his blood-devouring venom 
blot the characters of my being from 
the tablet of exiftence. Since, how- 
ever, the pen of almighty providence 
muit have inferted in the volume of 
decree his commands refpecting fuch 
an ill-fated wretch as myfelf, and 
that I fhould hurry to the bourn of 
annihilation in this difgrace and dif- 
appointment; what refource is there, 
but that I fhould refign myfelf to my 


‘¢ lot, 
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‘¢ lot, and give up the treafure of life to 
“¢ the demand of death. Yet my fe- 
“« vereft grievance is, that thefe aband- 
“© oned and infamous profligates, having 
efcaped from my hands, have met! 
again in the enjoyment of their wifhes, 
¢ while I depart from the prifon of this 
trouble-founded manfion, according 
“© to the wifh of my enemies. In my 
“© grave I wil: utter the fire-heated figh ; 
«* and from the clay of my tomb, the 
“© vapours of my forrows fhall afcend ta 
“¢ the heavens.” 


Such were the foliloquies of the huf- 
band, thus enchained in the grafp of 
misfortune, with his own heart, when 
the fnake wound himfelf to the earth, 
and gradually curving to the pillows of 
the two criminals, crept three times round 
them, and at each glanced upon them 
with his poifon-inflamed eyes. After 
this, approaching a goblet filled with 
wine, he {melt at it, and when the fumes 


| 
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ef the aianae reached his fcent, erected 
his head, and with furious rage difchare- 
mg the venomed.particles in his mouth, 
fhed a few drops of a yellow colour in- 
lining to green, into the cup. Then 
returning to the fufpended hufband, in 
the fame manner as before, twining round 
his body, and for an inftant holding his 
mouth clofe to his face, he gave a gentle 
look at him, and afcending the branches 
of the tree by the way he hadcome, 
difappeared from fight. 


The confined hufband, at fight of 
fuch a wonderful circumftance, became 
overwhelmed in the ucean of amazement, 
and was unable to comprehend the va- 
rious myfteries of the inventor without 
deceit or juggle; nor did he conceive 
what wine of his fkill was fermenting in 
the goblet, or, from the revolutions of 
the changeful fkies, what wifdom-puz- 
zling novelty would next appear on 
the furface of action. When a little 
MVOL. I. F interval 


interval after this had elapfed, the adul- 
terer awoke from the fleep of intoxica- 
tion, and fitting up, beheld his miftrefs 
flumbering on the bed of repofe, in t 

attitude of gracefulnefs, and the full = 


glowing like the rofe befide him. When \ 


the confufion of his head was fomewhat 
fettled, he feized the envenomed draught, 
and fwallowed it at one gulp. In half 
an hour, the deadly poifon taking full 
effeét, made him drunk with the wine of 
annihilation; and foon afterwards the 
wicked adulterefs awoke, and beheld her 
lover overcome with the liquor of death. 


At fight of this, becoming afflicted 
with exceffive grief, fhe was plunged 
into the ocean of amazement, and could 
not in the leaft divine, how the wine 
trom the ftill of death had been poured 
into the chryftal cup of his exiftence, or 
his head fallen from the foft pillow of 
life on the earth of deftruction. As 
fhe had thus fuddenly been hurled from 

the 
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the fhore of hope into the whirlpool of 
defpair, and the elevating intoxication 
of enjoyment was changed into the con- 


fufed giddinefs of defpondency, rage 


\_fnow became predominant in her abomi- 
y f nable mind, and the fpirit of fury fhook 


her frame. Snatching, with hafte, the 
keen fabre of her dead paramour from 
the fcabbard, fhe rufhed towards her 
hufband, intending to difpatch the un- 
fortunate man, and to pour out the 
wine of life from the bowl of his 
exiftence an the ground of deftruction. 


The hufband, when he faw his wick- 
ed partner, in the agitations of rage and 
emotions of fury, with a drawn {cymetar, 
was alarmed; for, bound as he was hand 
and foot, and fufpended head downwards 
from the branch of a tree, he could not 
even have encountered a moufe, but ftill 
lefs his wife, who was as a favage cat. 
Remedilefs, he condefcended to try con- 
ciliatory intreaties, and faid, ‘* Appeafe 

F 2 © thyfelf 
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“* thyfelf an inftant, and liften to a few 
«© words of requeft, which, fhould they 
“© prove acceptable to thy gentle mind, 


«¢ fo much the better; if not, the power 


“* is in thy hands.” 


The wife now laying down the wea- 
pon, exclaimed, ‘* Ah! thou villain, 
“© deferving of impalement, fpeak quick- 
ly what thou haft to fay.”” The un- 
fortunate captive in the fnare of calamity, 
having firft foothed her with many 
gentle expreffions, with all humility and 
foftnefs continued thus : 


“* In what has been done by thee, I 
am convinced thou hadft no power; 
for, as in the divine records the fcribe 
© of decree chofe to ornament the edicts 
* on my forehead* with thefe flourifhes 

(79 of 
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™ The Mahummedans believe that the decreed 
events of every man’s life are impreffed in 
divine charaéters on his forehead, though not to 
be 
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of difgrace, and the pen of fate had 
fketched on the leaves of providence 
fuch difhonourable characters in my 
name, wifdom permits me not to be 
angry with fuch an angel-faced and 
fun-refplendent charmer as thyfelf. 
As not the leaft injury can be fufpedt- 
ed from me to thyfelf, of what benefit 
will be my murder? What advantage 
can arife from fhedding the blood of 
one from whofe exiftence we fear no 
harm? If, indeed, that honourable 
perfonage who gave up his foul to 
thy love, had not departed to the cave 
of death, then to burn the thorns of 
my life in the fire of diffolution would 
have been of ufe; but now, (may his 
foul repofe in the moft blifsful para- 
dife!) as he has deferted this perifh- 


F 3 “© able 


be feen by mostal eye. Hence they ufe the 
word Naffeeb, angl:ce ftamped, for defliny, 
Moft probably, the idea was taken up by Ma- 
hummud from the fealing of the Eleft, men- 
tioned in the Revelations. 





‘ . 


86  RBAHAR-DANUSH; OR, GH. 6. 


able world, it is better that thou 
refign thyfelf to patience, and cover 
the imperfections of my faults with 
the veil of forgivenefs. You w 
know that Iam a man, who, though]. Jd 
the millftone of the fkies was defcend- \. 
ing on my head, would not deviate 
from my promife, and I now folemnly 
declare, that if at prefent, regarding 
“© our former connection, thou wilt fpare 
my blood, I will efteem thee dearer to 
me than ever, nor hurt even a hair or 
thy head. In this world of chance, 
between lovers and their beloved, fuch 
affairs as ours very frequently occur. 
Thou art not the inventor of them, 
nor didft thou form them of thyfelf. 
It is not fitting, then, for fuch a 
flight error, which happened by the 
decrees of fate, that I fhould gird my 
loins in revenge againft one like thee 
‘ fo gentle. Truly faith the poet, 
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VERSE. 


‘© Uf from thy mufky treffes a fault has 

‘© happened, let it pafs. 
at alse If from thy biack mole cruelty befet me, 

“© Let it pafs. 

“* If my heart, from thy mayic glance, was 
“ pierced, let it pafs. 

‘If quarrels happen among lovers, let them 
6 pafse 

“ There can be no difguft at thy altions, 
“¢ bring the wine; 

“6 Every vexation, when we are reconciled, 
© vanifhes away.” 


The fool-deceiving flattcries of the 
hufband overcame the wife. Immedi- 
ately loofening the bands from his hands 
and feet, and releafing him from the cap- 
tivity of deftruction, fhe proftrated her 
head at his feet to beg forgivenefs of her 
paft crimes. The young man, regarding 
his promife, refrained his hands from 
killing the infamous woman, and, hav- 

F 4 ing 
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ing offered up proper thankfgivings at 

the throne of the Almighty, he returned 

to his houfe. Folding up his fkirt 

from the cares of this world, he retired 

to a fmall and obfcure apartment, and), ] L_~ 
employed himfelf the reft of his days 

in religious duties. 


i 


To be captivated, my prince, with 
the outward beauty of women; to com- 
mit thyfelf to the wild wafte of madnefs, 
and for a few days enjoyment to prefer 
an age of vexation, cannot be among the 
inftitutes of wifdom, nor have the adorn- 
ers of the affembly of learning and 
prudence. approved fuch conduét ; be- 
caufe the rofy cheek of woman is un- 
bleffed by the tinge and perfume of 
conftancy, and apparently this worthlefs 
fex, like pafte, is merely femblance. 


VERSE. 
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When poets were depifting inftances of con- 
fancy, 


“Att the chapter of women they flopped their 


pens. 
When fhe can fit at the gate of another, 
She no longer wifhes to fee thine. 
Woman may be a friend, but only for a feafon, 
While fhe can get no other, fhe will be kind 
to thee.” 


» Dow concludes what he has given of this 
tale, (altogether very wide from the original, 
in circumftances and language) with the fol- 
lowing fentence ; * When fate wrote down the 
* fair catalogue of female virtues, a blot fell 
* upon gratitude from his pen.” This is an 
evident imitation of StERNe’s recording Angel, 
&c. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. . | 


a 


STORY IL. 


Hisrorrans inform us, that fome 
friends having prepared a banquet in a 
garden, enjoyed each other’s company ; 
and, having collected every requifite of 
joy and feftivity, in fpite of fortune and 
defiance of care, pufhing about the wine 
of mirth in the goblet of agreeable fo- 
ciety, added luftre to the pleafure of 
affociation, by joyous remarks and bon 
mots exciting delight. In this fituation, 

a ftranger intruded upon their privacy, 

and after the Mahummedan cuftom, ‘ 

{poke the Salaum. The company re- 

turned the compliment in a cold man- A 
ner, 


rey 
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ner, efteemed his arrival intrufive, 
and, not in the leaft attending to him, 
only regarded his prefence as interrupt- 
ing their pleafant fociety. 


" "The young man gueffed their feel- 
ings; and glowing with the warmth of 
mortification, fat down bafhfully on a 
corner of the carpet. After a little time, 
lifting his head from the collar of reflec- 
tion, he removed the talifman of filence 
from the treafure of fpeech, and fcatter- 
ed handfuls® of brilliant gems and prince- 
ly pearls’ before the company in his 
mirth-exciting deliveries; fo that the 
cloud of fullennefs became wafhed away 
from the countenances of the affembly, 
by the tranflucent water of his brilliant 
wit. The affembled friends, who till 


now were frozen like ice, became foftened 
by 


e In the original, fkirt or laps full. 

® The Orientals compare the compofition of 
verfes, or a figurative oration, to the threading 
of pearls and precious ftones, 
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by his pleafant manners ; and the rofe- 
buds of their minds, which had become 
fhrunk from the young man’s intrufion, 
he expanded into bloffom, by the breezes 
of his pleafant narratives, various anec- 
dotes, delightful jefts, and witty repar- 
tees. In fhort, he made the company fo 
happy,-that regarding now his prefence 
as moft fortunate, they valued his ac- 
quaintance in their hearts, and treafured 
up the riches of his friendfhip in their 
minds. 


The young man had a great fhare of 
perfonal comelinefs, but upon his face 
were fome uncommon marks ; one like 
the aftronomical figure of feven, and 
another in the form of a crofs. One“of 
the company obferving this, faid to him, 
«© From thy heart-delighting words, the 
‘ minds of us friends have expanded 
© like the rofe; but do not reftain to 
«© explain the caufe of thefe frefh cha- 
‘© racters which are ftamped on the 

** pages 
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“¢ pages of your noble afpect ; for your 
«* humble fervants are puzzicd, and, if 
‘¢ it is not an impertinence, requeft that 
“ they may -hear from your pcarl-like 
‘© narrative the explication of this figni- 
% ficant (fooreh) myftery, fo that by 
*€ your kindnefs they may unravel the 
‘ knot of doubt from the fkein of their 
“* hearts.’’ The young man, drawing 
his head from compliance, begged to be 
excufed from the unrcafonable demand, 
and made apologies; but his friends 
becoming ftill more curious, importuned 
him to unfold the fecret. 


a 


The young man, inftigated by a with 
to fatisfy their minds, remedilefs, ex- 
panded his tongue to fpeech, and faid, 
«« Although this adventure is not fit 
“© to come into the mould of narration, 
“© yet, out of regard to the wifh of my 
** friends, I will relate it.’’ 


THE 
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THE YOUNG MAN’s STORY. 


Let it not be concealed, that from 
this period, about twenty years, your 
atom-like flave lived as a foldier. One 
day, in company with fome faithful 
friends and fimilarly minded companions, 
I went to vifit a fruit garden. In it was 
a tree taller than all the reft; its dates 
hanging in clufters, like moift confec- 
tions, delicious, full of juice, fweet and 
full-flavoured, but, fromthe great height, 
the hand of no one’s power could pluck 
the fruit. No perfon having yet had the 
boldnefs to climb the tree, its produce 
was free from the devaftation of man. 


VERSE. 
dt was a date tree of talleft growth, 
From whofe fize the garden received honour. 
Every clufter of tts fruit was a florehoufé 
of fweets, from which the crow and paroquet 
feized a treafure, 
As 
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As your flave, in the- exercife of 
fwarming trees, efpecially the date, the 
cocoa nut, and the palmyra, had attain- 
ed the utmoft agility, and my friends 
efteemed me famous in this art, all of 
them at once laying the hand of avidity 
on my {kirt, faid, ‘‘ Under the aufpices 
“‘ of your kindnefs, we hope that we 
‘¢ fhall tafte the rare and richly flavour- 
«© ed dates of this tree, and alfo have 
*© the pleafure of beholding how you 
can afcend fo lofty a ftem, whofe 
head reacheth the battlements of the 
‘¢ fky, and of whofe fruit none hath yet 
‘© eaten but the foarers of the air. It 
muft be by miracle, for what power 
*¢ has humanity to fcale the turrets of 
** the heavens?” Though I turned 
myfelf afide from this requeft, begged 
in every mode to be excufed, and evaded 
the trial, my friends, out, of extreme 
lgnging for the dates, would not with- 
draw their hold from my poor perfon. 
At length, in fpite of difinclination, I 

tucked 
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tucked up my ‘kirts like a running foot- 
man, and drawing up my fleeves, in the 
manner of a magic acting rope-dancer, 
{warmed up this heaven-touching tree, 
which you might have ftyled the ladder 
of the fky; while a vait crowd below 
formed a circle around the trunk, to 
admire my agility. 


When I had reached the top, from 
its towery height, the talleft and luftieft 
men who ftood below feemed to my fight 
as infant children, and fometimes my 
fight was loft half-way. The crowd be- 
gan to form alarming conjectures in their 
minds concerning my fafety. In fhort, 
having gathered fome clufters of great 
beauty, richnefs, and fragrance, I put 
them into the fkirts of my veft, and 
threw others to my friends below ; when 
fuddenly, a black fnake with a white 
hood tinged with yellow, of great thicke 
nefs and length, from whofe life-deftroy- 
ing glance the gall would melt to water, 

and 





my whole frame at the 
fight; and from dread at his monftrous 
figure, my joints and members feemed 
as if they would feparate from each 
( ) other, and the bird of life would quit 
i 
. 
: 






the neft of my body. Should I throw 
myfelf down, reafoned I to myfelf, the 
fpiritual foarer will half-way in the de- 

feent break her elemental cage; and if 

_ I ftop here, this heart-melting ferpent, 
mt _ which refembles a divine judgment, or 
—— fadden calamity, will devour me in an 
 inftant at one morfel. Both thefe are 
‘grievous; but what is ftill more afliat- 









e of mankind, who will fay, “‘ The 
olith wretch, a flave to gluttony, 
Merificed his life for a few dates.” 

od of heaven! thus to die, and 
manner of my exit an evil 
me on the records of time! Whata 
OL. A 7 G foul 
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ing, ‘the ‘bps “devouring ferpent r 

ed me, and folding himfelf arou | 
hung from my neck like a wreath, ‘Git = 
tending his jaws, full of wind and venom, 
clofe to my mouth ; and fixing his dark, 
poifonous eyes upon my face, began to 
dart out his tongue. » 


From affright, my fenfes now defert- 
ed me, fo that to defcribe my alarm and 
defpair is out of the power of relation, © 
and cannot be compreffed into the ( 
of expreffion: my hair even now vfiands 
ereét at the recollection. Such a 
nefs feized my joints and members from 
terror, that not the leaft moifture re- 
mained in my body, and the blood ie 
came ftagnant in my veins. - 
clung fo clofely to the trunk, 
would have faid they were the fing 










a from de pair Sue & 
icks, which reached my pe 

e found; while my kinfmen and 
friends, fetting up the exclamations of 
lamentation, in defpondency {fcattered 
duft upon their heads. 


and 


At this crifis, a well-looking young 
man, of tall ftature, mounted on an 
horfe, without a faddle, and accompanied 

a fervant carrying a bow and two or 

€ atrows, came to the place, and 
enquired the reafon for the affemblage of 
fo great a concourfe, and their outcries ? 
Some of them informed him, pointing 
ne out to him with their fingers. The 
th, having examined my fituation, 
‘the Bids of the ferpent round my 
¢, faid, «* Are there here any of the 
neareft kin to this death-devoted per- 
én2, Ww « fon?” 








@ J believe the oriental picne. 
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The youth continued ; “Te muft m 
« evident and clear to all, 
“ already fits upon the forehead re = 
** der unfortunate, whofe efcape from 


“ calamity by means of human wifdom Si 
“ {eems improbable, if not impoffible; | 
“ yet, if laying hold on the ftrong cord 
“* of refignation, and the firm handle of | 
«¢ divine goodnefs, you will give me ba 
« leave, trufting in him aba AS 5 
“© powerful to deliver, I will ao | 
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“ arrow through the body of the blood- 
“ devouring fnake, and try 1 = 
*¢ deftination of this death-feized / 


“TI ama perfect judge of diftance. 
‘© in the fkill of archery a profeftc 
« can hit the foot of an anti 
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The heavens exclaimed, Well! and the world, 
Bravo! 


The point of the arrow, like true 
policy, scaching its mark, brought the 
head of the lealons to the ground; and 
this exclamation from the crowd afcend- 
ed to the fkies, ** Praife be to the Giver 
“* of life! He cannot die whom HE 
« deftines to live, though he feemeth 
‘< dead. God is potent over all things.’’* 


The point remained in the jaws, and 
the young man laying his arrows afide, 
advancing, took up the head of the 
ferpent, which fuddenly moved; and, 
as the cup of the hero’s age was become 
flowing over, feizing his lip with its 
mouth, clofed its envenomed teeth. The 

Gea noble 


"A verfe from the Koran, much quoted by 
the Muffulmauns as a proof of predeftination. 


wr 
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noble youth, angel-like, fleeted to Para- 
dife in the twinkling of an eye; and 
the head of the fnake, like a paper- 
catching fifh,' remained faftened on his 


lip. 3 

Again burft forthsthe exclamations of 
all ranks affembled. Overwhelmed in the 
fhorelefs ocean of amazément, they afrefh 
acknowledged an omnipotent Ruler ; 
convinced, from the various {chemes and 
differing defigns of the © ever-exifting 
God, (to the court of whofe glory, the 
meffenger of man’s penetration has no 
admittance) that weak human nature has 
no means of diving into his councils. 


While they were engaged in adora- 
tion and lamentations, I, having offered 
up thankfgivings and grateful prayers to 
almighty God, as fervently as in the 


power 


t What this means I cannot affirm; probably, 


a bait made of coloured paper in form of a 
fmall fith: 
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laft, the true love and cordial friendfhip 
of my wife reached the higheft pitch. 
She exceeded me in every refpeét ; and 
in the duties of attention, fubmiffion, 
and chaftity, bore away the ball of fu- 
perior activity. 


Some time thus paffed, and the bafis 
of our unanimity and affection feemed 
firmly fettled, when lo, one night, about 
twelve o’clock, while the drums" of 
the imperial palace were founding, I 
chanced to awake, and on looking a- 
round, found not my wife bed; ‘but 
fuppofing that fhe might have rifer. 
on fome neceffary houfehold occafion, 
and fleep overpowering me, I laid my 
head again on the pillow, and funk to 

reft. 


u The nobut, or royal band of mufic, which 
plays at every third hour during the night and 
day. The nobut is alfo allowed to the higher 
ranks of nobility; who, however, without an 
efpecial permiffion, cannot ufe it within the 
diltance of twenty-four miles from the imperial 


‘palace or camp. 
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refit. The fame circumftance, however, 
occurred again the following night ; 
when my doubts of her virtue became 
fomewhat roufed, and on the third night 
the farne happened. Long did I diftend 
my eyelids in the path of impatience for 
her return, when at the very clofe of 
night, nearly upon the crowing of the 
cock and the call of the Muezzin to the 
prayer of dawn, the tread of her feet 
reached.my ears, and the creaking of 
the houfe-door in opening and fhutting 
was plain. This time my fufpicions 
became confirmed, and the rent of crim- 
nality appeared clearly in the veftment 
of her purity. My heart became fet 
upon uhravelling thisenigma, and anxi- 
ous impatience pofleffed my foul. 


One night, in order to loofen the 
knot from the proceedings of the un- 
worthy woman, and find out the myftery, 
I fat up, and would not recline my head 
tofleep. I faw clearly, that from my 

wake- 


: : 
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wakefulnefs the tokens of gloom ap- 
peared on the countenance of the ftar- 
flumbering™ wretch, and with winks and 
nods, * fhe tempted me to repofe. As I 
had gained knowledge of her unworth 
defigns, out of policy I laid my head 
upon the pillow, and pulling the quilt 
over it, began to make long breathings, 
like one faft afleep. The black-vifaged” 
woman, innately wicked, when fhe fup- 
pofed me, like her own ftar, locked in 
flumber, without delay arofe from bed, 
and clambered over our court wall. I 
got up alfo; and concealing a fhort 
fabre under my arm, and veiling my 
head in a cloth, followed her. The evil 
and abominably acting jade, with fwift 
pace, took her, way towards the country. 
About the diftance of two miles was a 
grove of tamarind trees, under which 
was a hermitage. Within it a collinder, 
thick 


* Wicked, deferted) by her better ftars. 
* An expreffion for toying and dalliance, 
¥ That is, vicious. 
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thick-necked, as a buffilo, pounding 
bang,’ and every now and then twift- 
ing his whifkers in anger, fat waiting for 
her by a fire he had kindled. She went 
to him, and I ftood clofe to the hut, 
ufider the concealment of the trunk of a 
tree. 


The collinder,* inftantly on her ar- 
rival, rofe up ina fury. With the club, 
which was the inftrument to pound his 
bang, having foftened her back and fides, 
he beat her moft feverely, and with crucl 
violence dragged her by the hair out of 
the hut. My wife, opening her mouth 
in apology, faid, ‘¢ Though I have cer- 
‘© tainly cffended, yet my fault only 

** proceeded 


= Bang is a fpecies of hemp, the juice of 
which intoxicates, and is much ufcd by the 
Afiatics, both to drink and mix with their 
finoaking tobacco. It is pounded in a wooden 
mortar. 

® Tre is faid that the collinders, and other fa- 
queers, frequently abufe the anfterity of fpiritual 
guidance, by intrigues with thew fair dilciples. 





¥ 4% 
« proceeded from seems 
«¢ evil-ftarred and black-fated tyra 
“ to-night was wakeful. When fleep 
* overtook him, I hurried running to 
“your prefence. Pardon, then, this 
‘ involuntary delay, and cover my 
“* crimes with the veil of forgivenefs.”’ 
After fome time the ferment of the col- 
linder’s paffion fubfided; and having 
admitted the vicious and naturally bafe 
woman within the hut, he fcattered the 
afhes of fin on the head of his fortunes, 
and made her, as well as himfelf, abo- 
minable in the eyes of both worlds. © 


an 


At fight of fuch wickednefs, the fire 
of agony inflamed my whole frame, and 
the trembling of rage fhook my body. 
While I was in this ftate, the collinder 
came out, and advancing to the tree be+ 
hind which I ftood, fat down. As Iwas 
perfe& in the exercife of the fabre, I 
ftruck it with all my force .at his neck, 
caft his impure head like a ball to the 

earth 3 
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earth; and afending the tree, remained 
hidden among the leaves. When, after 
this, a fhort interval had elapfed, my 
black-famed wife coming from within, 
called to the collinder. No found arofe, 
becaufe the headlefs fowl> could not crow. 
When fhe advanced nearer, beheld 
his head fallen from the body, and his 
blood flowing in currents, at fuch a 
fight, the flames of grief feized upon her 
wicked mind, and fhe returned terrified 
into the hut. From thence, however, 
fhe fpeedily re-appeared, bearing in one 
hand a keen fcymetar, and in the other 
a light. 


Now, like a maniac, fhe began to 
fearch every part of the grove, that fhe 
might wreak her vengeance on the per- 
petrator of the deed. She was fo filled 
with rage and fury, that had an hungry 
tyger met her fhe would have attacked 

VOL. I. H him. 


' ® Anfwering to our proverb of dead men 
tell no tales.” 
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him. When fhe could find no trace of 
themurderer, fhe returned defpondingly ; 
and having wrapped the corpfe in a mat, 
took it upon her fhoulders, and carrying 
it about the diftance of two miles, caft it 
into a watercourfe, from which, forrow- 
ful and gloomy, fhe retired towards the 
city. 


Haftening fwiftly homewards, I reach- 
ed my houfe before the adulterefs could 
arrive, and went to bed, drawing the 
quilt over me as before. When the 
abominable wretch came in, fhe thought 
me afleep, and, her mind being fatisfied 
on that point, fat down in fullennefs on 
the edge of the bed. When the dark- 
nefs of night was paft, and morning 
began to dawn, rifing up, according to 
my ufual cuftom, I employed myfelf in 
offering up my prayers. My adulterous 
wife had feven brothers, profeffed fight- 
ers, and ftrong as Isfindiar,* but wholly 

ignorant, 


© The fon of Guthtafp of the firft dynafty of 
Perfia. 


y 
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ignorant, wnlettered, and without the 
jeaft fhame or fenfe of family honour. 
From dread of thefe blockheads, I could 
not immediately chaftife my wicked 
partner, but refolved to bring it about 
by degrees; and, having infured my 
own fafety, to put her todeath. Out of 
policy, and the exigence of. the times, I 
betrayed no knowledge of the late event, 
and let not the leaft hint of it pafs my 


tongue. 


My wife conitantly, like the afflicted 
for the dead, was immerfed in gloomi- 
nefs and forrow, and privately fulfilled 
the offices of mourning. At length, one 
day, when I was preparing for my devo- 
tions by the cuftomary ablution, there 
ftood in the court a {mall veffel of water, 
near which my wife fat upon a ftool. 


I requefted her to reach it me; upon 
H 2 which 


Perfa. From his great ftrength he was en- 
titled iron-bodied, but was killed in combat 
with the famous Ruitum. 
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which the treacherous wretch arofe with 
much unwillingnefs. With affe@ed de- 
licacy ftretching out her hand, the im- 
mediately withdrew it, exclaiming, “ It 
“« is fo very heavy, I cannot poffibly lift 
<* it.’? Without confideration, from my 
tongue thisexclamation involuntarily, like 
an arrow from the bent of chance, efca- 
ped ; “« At all events it cannot be heavier 
«* than the curfed collinder’s body.” 


Inftantaneoufly as this obfervation 
was uttered, the flames of the woman’s 
anger blazed on high; and her colour 
changing, the moifture of paflion appear- 
ed upon her countenance. With won- 
derful agility, the fetched from within 
the fame collinder-killing fabre, and be- 
fore I could look around and prevent it, 
like lightning darting upon me, with all 
her force aimed a ftroke at my face. 
Before I could adjuft my drefs (like 
Euclid finifhing his fketches) thefe ftrange 
figures and odd characters became ttamp- 

ed 
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ed upon my vifage. At lenyth I over- 
powered the curfed demon ; and having 
tied her hands behind her back, fent for 
her brothers, and informed them of the 
difgraceful adventure. | then gave up 
all domeftic concerns, and efiranging my 
heart from dependance on worldly affairs, 
chofe freedom from care like the fofun.4 
Having robed myfelf in afhy-coloured 
habiliments, I entered into the order of 
devotees, and have never fince fhewn my 
face among the followers of fortune. The 
brothers of the infamous woman, having 
confumed her in the fire of their rage, 
difpatched her foul to the infernal re- 
gions. 


—_——EO 


O my prince, the divine Framer of 
the Univerfe has ordained fovereigns for 
the benefit ofthe public, and felected their 
facred perfons from the mafs of mankind, 
for the protection of the people entruft- 

H 3 ed 


« Ricwarpson tranflates is the lily. 
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ed to them by the Creator. It is not 
then befitting that they fhould facrifice 
their religion and hearts to the moles, 
dimples, treffes, and eyebrows of this 
frail fex, whofe compofition is deceit and 
cunning, and from whofe rofy cheeks, 
to be gratified with the perfume of con 
ftancy is impoffible; nor fhould they 
thus make themfelves pointed at by the 
finger of man for fuch weaknefs and 
folly. 


VERSE. 


Confide not in the jex, for woman is as cha}, 
Which the wind fcattereth in every dire€tion. 

Woman, like the grape, ts in infancy innocent ; 
When unripe, blufbing ; when ripe, immodeft.* 


¢ In his imitation of this chapter, Dow has 
changed the greateft part into a ftory of his own 
creation; and there is but a faint refemblance 
of the original in the adventures of the young 
man after his marriage. 


CHAP. 
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CHAY. Vill. 


aR 


STORY Ill. 


Avworner courtier thus introduced 
the following heart-ravifhing charmer of 
hiftory on the fopha of relation. 


In acertain city there refided a hand- 
fome and accomplifhed young man, who 
had upon his cheek two fcars like the 
letters Laum Aleph, one indented into 
the other. He now and then vifited and 
amufed me with his brilliant jefts and 
{mart repartees. I afked him one day, 
*© How he had received thefe wounds ? 
«© whether on the field of battle in the 
“ line of the courageous, or in an en- 

H 4 ‘© counter 
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** counter with affaffins in the ftreet ?”’ 
requefting him to explain the myftery to 
me. The youth, blufhing very much, 
remained for fome interval filent ; after 
which, lifting up his head from the col- 
lar of reflection, he faid, ‘* If you will 
‘* from kindnefs withhold this :mpor- 
“‘ tunity, it will be agreeable, becaufe 
“* the circumftance is not fit to be fpoken 
‘of, but proper to be concealed.” 
From this denial, and his blufhing, my 
curiofity for the unravelling of this myf- 
tery was tenfold more ardent; fo that 
becoming more importunate, I repeated 
my entreaties beyond all reafon. But 
the youth, as before, remained filent. 
He would not open his lip to fpeech, or 
fuffer the fith of reply to {wim in the fea 
of utterance on this fubject. However- 
fomuch I increafed my demands, he re- 
doubled his excufes ; which added to my 
curjofity in fuch a degree, that I became 
reftlefs, the reins of patience fell from 
my hands, and my impertinent teizing 

rofe 
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tofe to a pitch higher than can be 
imagined. At laff the young man faw 
no refource left for himfelt, but lifting up 
the veil from the face of the charmer of 
fecrecy, and ufhering her into the aflem- 
bly of narration. fie then began to 
weigh his {tored pearls in the fcales of 
delivery, as follows. 


THE YOUNG MAN’s STORY. 


Some time ego I chanced to go into 
the country, by way of amufement, with 
fome friends. Suddenly from the edge 
of a foreft appeared zn antelope, playful 
as the fawn-like eyes of ogling damfcls, 
untamed and felf-admiring. She tear- 
lefsly approached nearer to us, browfing 
the verdure and flowers. Seeing this, I, 
with the fpeed of the weftern gale, made 
fuddenly towards her; when fhe, with 
the rapidity of lightning, taking the way 
of the plain, began to bound on the en- 
amelled green. I alfo, giving full rein to 

my 
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my wind-fpeeding courfer, purfued after 
her ; and being foon feparated from my 
companions, fhortly entered a wild, 
where the {cent of population had never 
gratified the fenfe of expectation. From 
the violence of his running, and the in- 
tenfe heat, large drops of moifture, like 
falling meteors, trickled from my gale- 
equalling and crefcent-fhoed fteed, which 
made the furface of the ground appear 
like the heavenly expanfe, full of fixed 
ftars. Accidentally, his feet finking into 
a hollow, he fell upon his head, and J, 
like a ball putin motion by the force of a 
mace, was hurled headlong from the fky 
to the earth. I felt exquifite torture 
from the blow, and feared that the foot 
of life had funk into the pit of death, 
and the veins of exiftence been torn 
afunder ; but as my fhare of borrowed 
animation was yet remaining, I efcaped 
with a bad fprain. When, with an hun- 
dred painful efforts, I got up, and tried 

my 


CH. 8. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. 123 


my ftrength, I found not in myfelf fuf- 
ficient ability, without help of another's 
hand, to reach my faddle. Remedilefs, 
I lay fome time upon the ground, and 
endeavoured to collect myfelf; till at 
length the globe of iny head, which, 
like the concave of the fky, refounded, 
recovered its ufual tone. 


At this crifis, a matron of advanced 
age, whofe ftrength the weaknefs of years 
had fubdued, and whofe back was hent 
with debility, like the arched eyebrow of 
the moon-like damfels, the thread of the 
pearls of her teeth unftrung, and upon 
the furface of whofe forehead time, like 
the breeze upon water, had waved 
wrinkles, advanced by the aid of a ftaff. 
irom exceffive feeblencfs, her feet yield- 
ed to the unevennefs of the ground, and 
fhe advanced, finking and rifing like the 
dying gale. I, at view of her figure, 
was overwhelmed in the eddy of amaze- 


ment, and became much alarmed ; for. in 
this 
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this wildernefs, the haunt of wild beafts, 
to meet in which the human form never 
entered my imagmation, and where lion- 
hearted heroes would tremble like the 
reed, what bufinefs could a female with 
fuch debility and feeblenefs have? I 
thought fhe might poffibly be a ghole,‘ 
difguifed in this form ; or a demon, who 
had taken this fhape; but that, anyhow, 
her perfon was not free from mifchief. 
When fhe came nearer, from my great 
dread I arofe to compliment her, ufed 
much ceremony, and flatteringly entered 
the path of foothing and. adulation. 


The venerable matron, when fhe ob- 
ferved my condition, advanced tenderly 
like a mother; and fhewing a fympathy 
and compaffion beyond expreffion, en- 
quired my fituation. Upon which 
who was funk into the pit of diftrefs and 
bewildered in the labyrinth of amaze- 

ment, 


* ‘An evil fpirit, {aid to haunt forefts and 
busyimg places. 
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ment, nor could anyhow turn my face to 
efcape, from her invaluable kindnefs 
collected my fenfes, and fixing the hand 
of hope on the veil of her good offices, 
informed her of my adventure. With 
all my heroifm and valour, I begged 
help in my fad condition from the age- 
bowed dame, and requefted her to be my 
guide in efcaping from this frightful 
defart, abounding in deftruction. 


The matron, who, in refolution and 
firmnefs of mind, was fuperior to an hun- 
dred heroes, like the brave of humane 
difpofition, took me by the hand, and, 
like Khizzer,* becoming my guide, and 

freeing 


£ A prophet mentioned in the Koran, whom 
fome of the Muffulmauns fay, was Phineas, 
fome Elias, and fome Saint George of England ; 
and others that lie was Vizier either to Keikobaud 
er Feredoon, ancient Perfian kings. He is faid 
to have drank of the water of immortality ; and 
oriental romance frequently introduces him as 
appearing to affift the diftrefiid and bewildered 


traveller. 


Pe | 
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freeing me from that wildernefs of 
gloom, conducted me to the fountain of 
fafety. In that dreary wild, this aged 
dame poffeffed a cottage, conftructed 
with neatnefs, clegance, and foul-refrefh- 
ing beauty, on the border of a ftream, 
whofe pellucid water was as the fountain 
of Khizzer to the parched lip, and 
Tunfeem and Kofir® inferior to it in 
fweetnefs. She had ereéted a ftructure 
of reeds, which glanced the fmile of fu- 
periority on the palaces of Cefar and 
Fughfoor.' In view, was a fpot like 
the plain of Paradife, and fragrant anJ 

delightful 


* Rivers in the Paradife of Mahummud. 

1 This general defignation is given by the 
orientals to the emperors cf China, like that of 
Pharaoh to the antient Egyptian monarchs; in 
like manner as Europeans ftyle the Othmaun 
Emperors Grand Seignior, or the Sovereigns of 
Hindooftan Great Mogul, without their exiiling 
titles; and as all the fovereigns of Golconda, 
Becjapore, Berar, Bieder, and Ahmudnuggur, in 
Dekkan, were called Koottub, Adil, Ummaud, 
Bereed, and Ahmud Shawee, from the firft 
founders. 


s 
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delightful as the garden of Jrim. Va- 
riety of flowers were blooming in it, and 
melodious birds fat on every fpray. 


VERSE. 


At every five paces in that charming 
[pot flowed a delightfully tajted fiream. 


The air was pleafant, and the verdant 
branches of the trees were laden with fruit. 


The meandring brook, among the frefh 
herbage, appeared as liquid filver on an 
emerald furface. The newly /prung verdure, 
moift with the dewdrops, feemed as pearls 
pendant on boughs of enamel. 


To this paradifical fpot fhe brought 
me; and, after the manner of liberal 
hofts, generous and kind, engaged in 
the duties of entertainment and rules of 
hofpitality. Whatever of eatables and 
drinkables fhe could procure, fhe pre- 
pared ; and, in the manner of the be- 

nevolent, 
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nevolent, letting loofe the parrot of 
{peech in the fugar-cane plantation of 
eloquence, faid, <‘ Although this widow- 
«© ed cot cannot be worthy of the abode 
“of fuch an honourable perfonage as 
«© yourfelf, yet, as by the happy aufpices 
“© of your ennobling footfteps it has been 
“¢ diftinguifhed, and my confequence 
“* thus encreafed in the world; if, 
« out of compaffion to the humble, you 
© fhould honour the cottage of this de- 
“ folate widow for a few days, and 
‘ place your foot upon my eyes—’’ 


a 


VERSE. 


‘© Shouldft thou fit upon my head and eyes, 
“CT foall rejoice, for thou art gentle.” 


T, who had juft efcaped from fuch a 
life-deftroying wild, and haply reached 
this heaven-like abode, and been refrefh- 
ed from the countlefs hofpitalities of 
this heroic female, received new life. 
Having, in gratitude for fuch unhoped 

for 


ie ka Si) 
¥ 
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for bleffings, offered up with all the 
fervour "in my power, proper thankfgiv- 
mgs and prayers at the throne of the 
Beftower who looks not for return, I 
prayed for the virtuous and devout 
matron. 


Although my heart was much trov-— 
bled by abfence from home, and fepara- 
tion from my friends; allurcd by the 
temperature of fuch an Irim-envied {pot 
the clearnefs of the ftreams, the frefh- 
nefs of the verdure, and the fragrance of 
the flowers and fhrubs, I took up my 
abode in this heaven-like place. The 
virtuous matron having fpread her fuj- 
jadeh* in a recefs of the garden, employ- 
ed herfelf in her devotions to the 
Almighty. I was rapt in wonder at 
beholding the condué of this pure and 
truth-difcerning woman, who, in the 
weaknefs and imbecility of age, chufing 

Vor. I. I ‘feparation . 


k A {mall carpet, which the Mahummedans 
referve to pray tpon. 
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feparation from mankind, and in fearch 
of the divine Unity, (for which_retire- 
ment is indifpenfible) fat on the couch.of 


refignation. 


When that glorious worfhipper the 
fun had defcended into the temple of 
the Weft, and the expanfe of the world 
was illumined by the radiance of the 
moon, a beautiful maiden, whofe mufk- 
like treffes fluttered in artlefs ringlets 
around her rofeate cheeks, on her head 
the wreath of enchantment inclining fan- 
cifully, and the dark curve of her eye- 
brow expanded as the afpect of the vir- 
tuous, advanced. She brought with 
her a heifer, more exactly proportioned 
than the mufk-deer. The matron, 
when fhe perceived her, fhewed the figns 
of gladnefs in her countenance); 
having gone to meet her, kiffled her 
forehead, and feated her on a reed-wov- 
en mufnud, far morc ‘delicate than a 
thoufand coverings of filk brocade. She 

then 
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then produced her hermit-hke provifion, 
and having milked the cow, gave part to 
me, fome to the beautiful maiden, and 
drank a very little herfelf. As I fat in 
this hut with the angel-faced damfel, 
without the intervention of a curtain, 
and beheld her fafcinating charms with- 
out a veil, my heart was entangled in the 
{mare of her dark treffes, and the bird of 
my foul became a captive in the net of 
her gloffy ringlets. From excefs of 
anxiety, fleep the whole night was a 
{tranger to my eyes. 


When the virgin’ of the heavens, 
having drawn from her face the dark veil 
of might, was ufhered with dawning 
fplendour en the court of the world, 
according to cuftom, the rofe-cheeked 
daughter having arifen, took the cow to 
pafture ; and the matron, fitting alohe 

TD upon 


1 The fun is feminine or mafculinc, as it 
fuits the metaphor of orientals, 
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upon her fujjadeh, was employed in her 
devotions. 


J advanced towards the mother, and 
without ceremony enquired the reafon 
why, in fuch advanced age and infirmity, 
fhe had retired from fociety, taken up 
her refidence in this fequeftered fpot, 
and habituated herfelf to folitude? I 
alfo afked whofe daughter was the charm- 
ing maiden her companion ? The angel- 
minded matron opened her lips in reply, 
and faid, «* My fon, Iama woman who, 
‘© regarding God as al] in all, have 
“© eftranged my heart from the enjoy- 
‘© ments of a perifhable world, and fixed. 
‘© the contemplations of my mind on the 
fole Supreme. As virtue was no 
longer beheld among the fons of this 
age, I from neceffity quitted their 
connection; and, difgufted with po= 


pulous places, chofe my abode in this 
© wild.”’ 


a 
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VERSE. 
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VERSE. 


In the world I perceived no conftancy, 

No one can expel? fidelity from the 
“¢ inconflant. 

Thave left off depending on any intimates, 

Sufficient for meis union with the merciful 
“* God. 


‘© This maiden is my fon’s daugh- 
ter. Her father quitted this perifhable 
world in the vigour of youth, and 
her mother is alfo departed to the 
regions of eternity.” 


I replied, “* My kind mother, from 
the influence of thy gracious afpira- 
tions, the divine grace has befriended 
me, till now wandering in the mazes 
of guilt ; and I with, in order to attain 
the virtues of true piety, to follow 
your example, and never after this to 
behold the {cene of population. By 
your gracious and aufpicious fociety, 


13 “* haply 
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haply I may be bleffed with the 
rewards of futurity. I hope, out of 
favour and compaffion, you will take 
me by the hand, and adopt me asa 
fon; alfo according to the laws of 
Iflaam give me in marriage this bloom- 
ing fhoot of the fhrub of purity, as 
by fuch a favour you would exalt the 
head of my honour to the fummit of 
the heavens. Her marrying is‘eduty 
indifpenfible, and according to divine 
command, the performance of it 
binding on your truft. To ufe the 
means of its accomplifhment is proper. 
Diftinguifh me by the union, becauie 
another man cannot be found of fuch 
fidelity and attachment. At prefent 
the feeblenefs of age has vifited you, 
and life is drawing to its clofe. I will 
ferve you day and night as a common 
and obeying flave, and bow the head 
of fubmiffion to your orders.” 


The good matron, having tinged the 
fingers 
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fingers of the bride of my requeft with 
the Hinna™ of acceptance, and adorned 
the afpect of the charmer of my wifhes 
with the bloom of gratification, made me 
tich in the treafures of delight, by the 
band of union with that invaluable pearl 
of the ocean of beauty. After fome 
days, the marriage ceremonies and nup- 
tial rites being accomplifhed, fhe ho- 
noured me with a feat on the fame 
couch as that radiant moon. Long did 
I abide with happinefs of mind in that 
wild, the envy of the rofe-garden; and 
quafted delight in the blifsful company 
and fociety of that Hoori-formed charm- 
er. 


The modeity and purity of this bril- 
liant pearl of the fea of beauty and deli- 
cacy were fuch, that left her charms 
fhould be injured by a glance from the 

14 refplendent 


m A lcaf, which pounded is applied to the 
foles of the fect, the palms of the hands, and 
finger ends, which it dics of 2 bright red. 
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refplendent beams, fhe would not walk in 
the enclofure of her houfe in a moon-light 
night. From bafhfulnefs and modefty, 
fhe would not look in my face with bold- 
nefs and freedom. As Ged had united’ 
in her an amiable difpofition, beauty, and 
virtue, and beftowed upon her perfonal 
and mental perfection, I could fcarcely 
contain myfelf from exultation, and ef- 
teemed an inftant of her fociety fuperior 
to the rule of feven climates, or the 
command of the four habitable quarters 
of the globe. ~ Doubtlefs there cannot be 
to man an higher bleffing than a beauti- 
ful wife, jafmine bodied, refplendent as 
the moon; gentle, good humoured, and 
chearful ; underftanding her duty, fkilled 
in domeftic management, fenfible, bene- 
volent, adorned with the ornaments of 


purity, and graced with the jewels of 
virtue. 


VERSE. 
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VERSE. 


A handfome, chearful, and virtuous wife 

Can make the poor man happy as a King. 

Is all thy day uneafy, be not affiéied, 

Shouldft thou at night have a fympathizer in 
thy bofom. 

Him, the partner of whofe bed is his friend, 

On tim God has looked with an eye of mercy. 

When a beautiful wife is virtuous, 

Fler hufband enjoys paradife while beholding 
her. 

He only taftes terreftrial felicity, 

Whofe beloved is in mindly union with himfelf. 


At length, after fome years, the angel- 
difpofitioned matron, having quitted 
this vain world, retired to the manfions of 
eternity ; and having cleared her veft from 
the defilements of this finful abode, ga- 
thered the fruits of blifs from the 
branches of Tooba.”. From the fepara- 

tion 

® Saxe, in page 127 of the preliminary dif- 
courfe to his excellent and verbally literal cran- 
flation 


am 
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tion of that gracer of the throne of 
female perfection, my condition became 
fad; 


flation of the Koran, defcribing the Muffulmaun 
account of Paradife, thus {peaks of the tree 
‘Tooba. 

“© They fable that it ftands in the palace of 
Mahummud, though a branch of it will reach 
to the houfe of every true Believer; that it will 
be laden with pomegranates, grapes, date:, and 
other fruit of furprifing bignefs, and of taftes 
unknown to mortals; fo that if a man defire 
to eat of any particular kind of fruit, it will 
immediatcly be prefented to him; or, if he chufe 
ficth, birds ready dreffed will be fet hefore him 
according to his wifh. They add, thar the 
boughs of this tree will fpontaneoufly bend 
down to the hand of the perfon who gathers its 
fruits, and that it will fupply the bleffed, not 
only, with food, but alfo with filken garments, 
and beafts to ride on ready faddled and bridled 
and adomed with the richeft trappings, which 
will burft forth from its fruits: and that this 
tree is fo large, that 2 perfon mounted on the 
flecteft horfe would not be able to gallop from 
one end of its fhade to the other in an hundred «+ 
years.” Sans qaotes as his authority the cele- 
brated Commentator Jeruavt ap Dien Room, 
author of the admircd Mefnavi. 
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fad ; and without her eftimable prefence, 
the flowering fhrubs of the paradife-like 
garden of this heavenly {pot became 
irkfome to my mind. Remedilefs, una- 
ble to bear the refidence, according to 
my former habrts, I repaired to the 
haunts of man; and quitting the coun- 
try for the city, engaged in general 
fociety. 


On account of my neceffities, in 
order to procure a maintenance, which 
is indifpenfable to the ftrugglers on this 
earth (and in this world of caufes, with- 
out exertion a livelihood cannot be at- 
tained), I paid my attentions to perfons 
of rank ; and having procured a houfe, 
placed in it that fun-like beauty, the 
envy of the Hoories. I hired a virtuous 
matron as an attendant upon her, for 
the management of neceflary affairs. 
As, in confequence of former duty, the 
bands of conneétion in the way of fervice 
obtained proper confirmation under the 

governor 
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governor of the city, now and then 
leaving my wife in town, in reliance on 
the watchfulnefs and fidelity of the old 
woman who was entrufted with our 
houfehold matters, I went to the coun- 
try; and on account of much bufinefs, 
not finding opportunity of return till late, 
paffled fome nights abroad. 


One day, according to cuftom, 
having taken leave of my wife, I was 
going on a journey to a certain village, 
when the old woman came up to me 
and faid, ‘‘ I am an aged matron, of ex- 
* ceffive feeblenefs and debility, fo that I 


a 


cannot properly take care of your 
houfe, or continue the charge of its 
“ fecurity. It is fitting that for this 
‘© purpofe you fhould appoint another 
“* more alert than myfelf, and excufe 
«« me, for the crifis demands it.” 


ce 


I fimple man, as I had the fulleft 
confidence in the honour of my wife, 
not 
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not underftanding the myfterious re- 
marks of the old woman, who could not 
have fpoken more plainly with decency 
to the experienced, regarded her defires 
to be releafed from the charge of my 
houfe, as the interefted evafions of 
policy ; and having foothed and concili- 
ated her, proceeded on my bufinefs. The 
next time when, having prepared my 
conveyance, I was fetting out upon a 
journey, the old woman finding me 
alone, faid, ‘‘ Stupid man, _perceiveft 
* thou not the tillage of thy honour, 
‘ how it has been trodden down by the 
‘ feet of trefpaffing cattle? Doft thou 


*€ not know, that woman in her nature 


a 


a 


‘ is vicious? However fhe may appa- 
‘ rently be graced with the ornaments 
* of modefty and jewels of purity; ftill 
£ to ufe proper caution and wife preven- 
* tion, is becoming honour, and incum- 
© bent on wifdom.”’ 


cal 


~ 


_ 


VERSE. 
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VERS&.- 


Be not confident in woman becaufe fhe is 
chafte. 

The afs is fafeft tied up, tho’ the thief be thy 
friend. 


From hearing this remark, the bird 
of underftanding fled from the neft of my 
brain ; the flame of indignation filled my 
mind, and madnefs, from the fumes of 
paffion, overcame my reafon. F exclaim- 
ed, “© O! pious matron, inform me of 
* the account of faéts, and what is the 
* bufinefs ? Perhaps the lightning of 
“ calamity has fallen on the ftorehoufe 
“ of my honour; and the chryftal vafe 
‘* of my credit and reputation, having 
* ftruck againft the ftone of difgrace, is 
«* dafhed to pieces !’* The old woman 
replied, ‘* Foolish youth; I have per- 
“< formed my duty, and obferved the 
“claims of fervice. Expect not from 
“ me farther connivance, nor defile 

« my 
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«© my vefture in my old age with difho- 
** nour; but in any way that thy reafoa 
£ may direct, guard thy property againft 
© the hand of robbers.’’ 


hal 


From this occurrence, for a time I 
remained motionlefs as a body void of 
animation, and confufion overpowered 
my faculties. There was no retreat, ar 
pretence to remain. Remedilefs, hav- 
ing reclined my head on the collar of 
reflection, I had recourfe to policy, when 
at this inftant, from the cabinet of my 
heart it was thus fuggefted, that having 
taken leave of my vicious wife with an 
undifturbed countenance, I fhould purfue 
my journey. I did fo; and fpeeding 
quickly from the fight of my people, 
haftened through the city, and alighted 
in a garden. Here, like the maniac, 
with extreme pangs of rage and excefs of 
grief, fo that every inftant my foul 
melted with the heat of agony, and my 
heart bled, I paffed till evening, aday 

more 





more gloomy than the night of mqurn-_ 
ing. That day to me feemed formed of 
a thoufand years, or as if no night was 
to follow it. : 


At length, when dufk had fpread 
her dark mantle over the face of the 
horizon, I quitted the garden on foot, 
oppreffed, bemoaning my loft enjoy- 
ments, and lamenting my honour, hav- 
ing concealed my face, after the manner 
of a beggar, in a coarfe wrapper. Thus 
difguifed, I reached the back part of my 
own houfe, and ftood at the foot of the 
wall, liftening at every found from with- 
in. At length it clearly appeared, after 
a fhort interval, that mifchicf was awake 
and welfare fleeping; evil alive, and 
good expired. From excefs of fury, the 
world was dark to my eyes, and trem- 
bling feized my frame. Having clomb 
the wall, I entered in fuch a manner, that 
the found of my feet could not” be 
heard. r 


In 


7.) 
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In the area of my houfe was a clump 
of tall trees, whofe leafy branches form- 
ed athick canopy. Into one of thefe I 
afcended, and fat concealed, to watch the 
actions of my impure. In the centre of 
my garden was a chubbootree ° of much 
elegancc, tafte, and beauty. Upon this 
I faw fpread a magnificent carpet, candles 
lighted, and that my wife, with all her 
purity and virtue, was bufy in the path 
of criminality and fcandal. Reclining 
like the vaunting peacock on the bofom 
of her paramour, with a thoufand fmiles 
and glances, fhe was pouring the wine of 
enjoyment into the cup of invitation. 
Near her fat a faithful and attached 
handmaid, who repeatedly fupplied the 
circling goblet. The feafon of toying 

VOL. I. K was 
© A terrace, or platform, common in the 
courts and gardens of Afia, on which people 
fit to enjoy the cool of evening, and often 
fleep upon it. Over it is frequently pitched an 


awning, to keep off the dews, in India and 
Perfia calicd Shawmiana, or night-canopy. 


146 | BAHAR-DANUSH; OR, CH. 8. 


was warm, and the cup of kiffes and 
embraces overflowed. The breeze of 
defire had torn afunder the fkirt of her 
chaftity, like the vefture of the rofe ; 
and vice had fhed the dregs of crimi- 
nality on the couch of her purity. 


«© Gracious God!’’ faid I to myfelf, 
“© with fuch bathfulnefs, modefty, and 
“© delicacy, that fhe would not look 
at the moon with freedom, or open 
“¢ her eyes fully to the fun, is it poffible 
«© fhe can thus repofe with this impu- 
«© dence and wickednefs, with all fond- 
“ nefs, on the bofom of a ftranger, and 
‘© outdo him in quaffing the goblet! 
She has no relic of conftancy, or trace 
“© of fhame. Behold the diftance from 
“that (her former conduct) to this, 
‘© how far !’’ 


When part of the night had paffed, 
and repeated draughts overcome the un- 
derftandings of thefe wicked wretches, 

the 
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the infamous woman, rifing up, retired 
to a corner of the garden. The waiting 
maid alfo followed the impure, but the 
drunken gallant remained. At this in- 
ftant, regarding the crifis of opportunity 
precious, I defcended with rapidity from 
the tree, and advancing unperceived to 
the chubhootree, fuatched the fabre of 
the fate-devoted wretch from before him, 
and at one ftroke brought him to his 
end. Having then laid the blood- 
ftained weapon acrofs his breaft, I haftily 
remounted the tree, and fat down in my 
hiding place. 


The wicked woman now returned, 
but beheld the carpet ftained with the 
blood of her infamous gallant, the reck- 
ing fabre lying on his breaft, and himfclf 
extended at his Jength in the ficep of 
annihilation. At this fight the fire of 
defpair feized her frame, and the flames 
of indignation raged. With great fury, 
having taken up the fabre from the 

K 3 wretch’s 
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wretch’s breaft, and given a candle to 
the fervant, fhe began to run about the 
garden in every part like a frantic per- 
fon. It appeared from the manner of 
this ill-ftarred woman, that had fhe met 
the white demon,’ from her inward 
rage and fury, fhe would have encoun- 
tered him like Ruftum without hefita- 
tion. When fhe could not find the 
trace of any one, being difappointed, fhe 
returned, and throwing down the fabre, 
ftood for fome time confounded, like the 
overpowered with grief; then ordering 
her attendant to bring a large wine-jar, 
fhe cut the body of her wicked gallant 
into pieces, and putting them into 
the jar, buried it in the garden. After 
this, having mourned over him with 
doleful cries, fhe retired to a dark cham- 
ber, and I went away by the mode I had 
entered. 

When 


P Deo Suffced, celebrated in the Shaw Namma 
as fubdued by Ruftum. 
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When the Affatoon ? of day, the fun, 
afcended from the vat of the eaft, and 
the light of morning fhone from the 
horizon of the world, I returned to my 
houfe, where I found my wife bound in 
the captivity of grief, and fettered in the 
chains of forrow. I faid to her, “* O 
“‘ thou, to whofe purity and love my 
heart and foul are a fit facrifice, 
“© whence appear thefe figns of forrow 
“* and affliction on thy rofv cheek, and 
why is the fun of thy afpect eclipted 
by mourning ?”’ She replied, ‘* Thy 
abfence yefterday involved me in griet ; 
fur how can I, who cannot bear for 


a 


a 


- 


‘ 


a 
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thee to be from me an inftant, en- 
‘© dure the feparation of a whole day ?"’ 
Gracious heaven, thought I, what hy- 
pocrify ! fitting all the night fo warmly: 
in pleafure and mirth, playing the game 
of love with my rival, and now breathing 
the incantation of deceit, and mocking 
K 3 me 
@ Plato, who by the orientals is faid to have 
lived in a cat, inftead of Diogenes. 
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me with fuch ideot alluring fpeeches! 
In fhort, that day paffed over, and the 
next fhe was ftill more fullen and melan- 
choly. Upon which I faid, ‘© What 
“can now be the caufe of thy forrow, 
“© as we are together, the gratification of 
“¢ fociety in our power, and the cup of 
“© defire overflowing with the wine of 
“© enjoyment?” 


She replied, ‘* Laft night I beheld a 
‘¢ frightful vifion, by which I am alarm- 
“< ed, and know not its interpretation.”” 
I afked her, faying, ‘¢ Tell me what you 
«© faw in your dream, that all this gloom 
‘© of melancholy dwells upon your 
afpect ?’” She anfwered, ‘* I faw thee 
“« ftanding on the fhore of a ftormy 
‘€ ocean, and a monftrous Afreet’ bent 


€ 


a 


a 


‘ 


n 


on murdering thee. You threw your- 
felf into the waves, and the Afreet 
followed, overpowered, and was pro- 


ceeding to affaflination.’’ I seplied, 
“© Be 
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© A fabulous evil fpirit. 
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Be not forrowful or fad, for its inter- 
pretation is remarkably fortunate. 
«« The Afreet was my accurfed enemy, 
and my diving into the fea fignified 
‘my obtaining aid from the bleffed 
Khizzer. His overpowering me 
meant, that Khizzer, having divided 
hin in two with the fabre of punifh- 
ment, fhould thruft him into a wine- 
‘© jar, and lay him in the earth.” 


« 
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My wife, inflantly on hearing thefe 
words, glowed with rage, and rufhing 
upon me with fury, feized my dagger ; 
with which, as I lay unapprehenfive on 
the carpet, fhe made two cuts on my 
check, and faid, ‘* Alas! that yefter- 
‘* night thou efcapedft from my hands.”’ 
When IJ faw that with violence and force 
fhe was bent on my deftruction, I ftart- 
ed up, and wrefting the weapon from 
her hands, difpatched her to the infernal 
regions at one blow; alfo fent the faith- 
ful handmaiden, out of gratitude to the 

K 4 attach- 
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attachment fhe had fhewn in the fervice 
of her miftrefs, along with her to the 
place fhe had merited. 


———— 


© my prince, for the love of women, 
who are created as evil fpirits in the 
fhape of humanity, and whofe forms are 
as talifmans placed on the treafury of 
cunning; to rufh into the wilds of 
madnefs, and quit the pleafures of for- 
tune, and delights of life; to relinquifh 
fame and honour, character and religion ; 
and, with fuch vexation and unmanly 
folicitude, to feek the gratification of 
defire ; muft at length end in being in- 
volved in the torture of their inconftancy 
and pangs of their want of faith. 


VERSE. 


From the cunning of woman the heart of 
the hero is divided. Great indeed is the 
artfuluc/s of the fex. 

The 
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The art of woman diferaces the honour- 
able man’ 


By the deceitfulne/s of woman the wife 
man is enfnared,* 


* This tale is omitted by Dow, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 


—— 


STGRI IF. 


A FOURTH companion having 
caufed the pleafing-tongued parrot of 
{peech to diffufe the fweets of eloquence, 
faid, The acquainted with the fecrets uf 
the records of time have thus delivered 
down, that there was a monarch in the 
ifland of Serendib,' who had placed the 
fteps of his throne on the loftieit battle- 
ment of the heavens, and the points of 
his crown touched the fummit of the 
Fukuddein. He had two viziers, one 
named Duftoor Yemeen,” and the other 

Duftoor 


* Ceylon. 
“ Minifter of the right hand. 
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Duftoor Yeffar.” Unexpectedly, the 
prince of fome iflands, who had always 
fubmitted his head to the dominion of 
Serendib, from pride in his dignity, 
ftate, and numbers of his dependants and 
troops, having ftrayed infu the path of 
unworthy defign, exalted the ftandard of 
error in the plain of rebellion, and having 
encroached on the frontier of the king- 
dom, extended the hand of oppreffion 
upon the property and honour of the 
inhabitants. 


The monarch of Serendib, at the 
call of expedience, appointed Duftoor 
Yemeen, with an army anxious for re- 
venge, in order that, having haftened to 
the frontier, he might extinguifh the 
world-fcorching flames of rebellion by 
the water of the fword, and with the 
hand of correétion rub the ears of the 
crooked minded enemy like parchment. 


The lady of the vizier, in the abfence of 
her 


© Minifter of the left hand. 
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her hufband, daily, from the pain of 
fepnration and chagrin of folitude, was 
embofomed with regret, and became the 
companion of forrow. In thoufands of 
fighs and lamentations, her time, night 
and day, fhe paffed. At length, one of 
her faithful attendants, attentive to the 
rules of fidelity and regard, fympatheti- 
cally faid, «* What reafon can there be 
“© for the quecn of the world, notwith- 
‘© ftanding her plenitude of riches and 
** poffeffions, and abundant goods and 
‘© enjoyments, to be imprifoned in the 
‘© hand of gloom and melancholy ? and 
“* what caufe is there to diminifh like 
“© the moon the fun-envied beauty with 
the Mahauk* of forrow. This world 
is not a place in which you fhould 
employ precious but uncertain life in 
melancholy and regret, or let the 
fmiling rofe of your pleafures wither 
and fade in the fun of grief and de- 
fpair. In this city is a goldimith’s 

‘© fon 
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® The days of the moors declenfion from the full, 
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“ fon of exceeding comelinefs and beau- 
‘ ty, and all air and grace, before whofe 
*€ radiant face the goldof the fan would 
*€ fink lower in value than brafs. The 
“€ rofe, from envy of his delicate mouth, 
“© would with that it again might fhrink 
© into the bud. The rumour of his 
** beauty, like the fame of eloquence, 
* has gone to the quarters of the globe, 
<* and envy of his perfections in the 
“ colours of day has reached all na~ 
* tions, ‘ 


VERSE. 


‘© An idol, from feeing whofe form and 
“© graces the devotee would wear the zinnar’ 
‘* for an hundred years. 


** Your bet plan is, that having ad- 

“© mitted him to the retirement of your come 

** pany, you fhould relieve your heart from 
© this life-wafling melancholy.” 

The 


Y The firing worn acrofs the Shoulders, as a 
facred badge, by Hindoos. 
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The lady, on hearing this melody, 
like the nightingale, having expanded 
the wings of curiofity in fearch of this 
flower of the garden of beauty, drew 
the veil of purity from the face of her 
condition, and deviating from the centre 
of innocence, ran heedlefs into the four 
quarters of guilt. In order to attain the 
means of gratifying her wifhes, fhe re- 
quefted help from the favourite attend- 
ants on the carpet of her confidence. As 
this affair, on account of the negligence 
of agents, did not receive fpeedy conclu- 
fion, and the feafon of defire was extend- 
ed to intolerable length, the fire of love 
(having blazed from the grate of her 
heart, ) charmed her, like the moth,” into 
the flame of impatience. One day, there- 
fore, when deprived of reafon, as is 
fometimes the cafe with fanciful ladies 

refemb- 


* The circling flight of the moth round the 
flame of a lamp, and its frequent deflruicn 
therein, is by all Perfian writers ufed to exem- 
plify the impatience and hazards of love. 
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refembling angels, having turned her 
thoughts to the adornment of her perfon, 
fhe put on her moft coftly robes, and 
graced her neck and ears with ornaments 
of pearl. 


VERSES. 


Her eyebrows with black fhe tinged ; 

Her glances in magic fhe infirudted. 

Under her eyes the enticing foorma’ fhe drew; 

She fketch'd a fmile with the point of the 
~~ utteeb.” 

She gave the lily the glow of the argwaun ; ‘ 

To the tulip fhe gave the quality of the cane,‘ 

The filver cypre/s fhe hung with pearl, 

Her head and bcfom fhe adorned with jewels. 

On the moon‘ fhe placed a chain of ftars. 


Under 


2 Powder of antimony introduced under the 
eye, is fuppofed to give it ftrength and luftre. 
> A fore of bedkin ufed to introduce the 


foorma. 
© A fpecies of rofe; painted her cheeks. 
4 This expreffion I cannot exylain. 
* Her head. 
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Under the guidance of her wicked 
attendant, like the rofebud, having cc 
vered the robe of her own chaftity and 
the honour of her hufband, fhe went to 
the Bazar, and having come to the fkilful 
goldfmith, delivered him fome valuable 
jewels, and defired that as foon as poffi- 
ble he would fet them into a tafteful 
bracelet for the arm. In the courfe of 
converfation, as if by chance, throwing 
afide the veil from the face of the fur, 
fhe caft one inviting look upon him. 
The goldfmith inftantly, on viewing 
fuch a beautiful object, burnt with the 
fire of aftonifhment. Carried away by 
the flood of diftra¢tion in the raging 
waves, he became infenfible to himfelf 
and his friends. After a long time, 
emerging from the depth of ftupefaction, 
he reached the fhore of recovered fenfe. 
With ardent defire, once more a piercing 
look the arch-browed charmer glanced. 
lle beheld a beauty formed for love, 

that 
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that wowd rend the veil of a world’s 
purity, and exclaimed : 


‘© Ah! deftroyer of the peace of 
“ peries and of men, now that the 
“© wealth of my heart has become the 
“¢ prey of thy cruel looks, and the reins 
“© of my power have fallen into the 
“< controul of thy keen piercing eye- 
“© Jafhes; for God's fake, be not un- 
‘ mindful of the duties of compaffion, 
© nor exercife coynefs; but tell me 
«¢ what is thy heart-alluring name, and 
« where is thy foul-delighting abode ? 


a 


VERSE. 


“© Who art thou, for Iam the flave of thy 
“© name ? 

“© J am, tho? unpurchafed by money, your 
“6 flave.” 


The lady, playfully fmiling, and 
imitating the deceptions of Sami,’ took 
VOL. I. L a {mall 


§ Suppofed by the Muffulmauns to be the 
perfon 
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a {mall mirror from under her arm, and 
having foiled the face of it with black 
paint, placed it for an inftant before the 
heartlefs lover; then fcattering fome 
leaves of the tar tree on water, faid; 
“© My abode is a ftrong fortrefs, and a 
“* citadel lofty as the higheft heaven, in 
foaring to which the eagle would lofe 
his power of flight, and the Sime 
ourgh® fhed the wings of ftrength 
half-way in the attempt. Do not, 
then, vainly rufh on death, or piace 
thy foot rafhly in the jaws of the 
crocodile. Meafure not imprudentiy 
the path of madnefs, and, like Muj- 
jenou, rufh not into the defert of pub- 
lic expofure. The atom cannot touch 
the ftirrup taffels of the fun, or the 
moth fly to the battlements of the 
‘* heavens.” Thus fhe fpoke, and 
took the road to her own dwelling. 
The 

perfon who made the golden calf, and by ma- 


gical tricks drew the Ifraelites to idolatry. 
& A fabulous bird of caflern romance. 
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« The goldfmith, in whofe heart the 
foul-wounding dart of love for that 
moon-attracting forcerefs, had pierced to 
the fhaft, funk down on the ground of 
impatience, and, in the excefs of anxiety, 
throwing afide his implements, he haft- 
ened to his houfe, and prepared anew, in 
the market of reproach, the fhop of in- 
fanity. His wife, when fhe beheld his 
face, which was wont to appcar as the 
refplendent fun, or the bloffoming rofc, 

“wow become pale as gold leaf unburnifh- 
ed; and perceived the reins of his fenfcs 
fallen from the hand of prudence ; from 
her quick penetration, gueffed that the 
dart of love from fome ogler had reached 
the heart of the young man, and that 
the curved eyebrows of fome beauty had 
caft her fimple hufband into diftrefs. 


Love is a precious gem, which, like 
the rays of the fun, to fhut up in the 
obfcurity of fecrecy, is out of the circle 
of poffibility. On every heart, on which 

£2 a beam 
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a beam of the light of its beauty fhines, 
the mirror of fenfe it deprives of the re- 
fletion of underftanding. The company 
of it (love) leads to diftrefs and wild- 
nefs ; and knowledge of it is affociated 
with folitude and wandering. Its parox- 
yfms fometimes will drive a man into 
ignorance of himfelf, and fometimes 
with the beafts of the defart caft the lot 
of acquaintance. The veffel of its ban- 
quet, except of the falt liquid of tears, 
gives no juice to the bowl. Its rofe-buis. 
receives nurture trom the feven-branch- 
ed fountain of the eye, and its breeze 
caufes flowers upon flowers to bloffom in 
the culture of the heart." 


The 


* TI doubt not but the above rhapfody has 
appeared nonfenfe. In fuch ftyle however the 
orientals defcribe Jove, both divine and human, 
and the European reader is often confounded 
amid a cloud of metaphors, the beauty of which 
his mind cannot poffibly tafte, or compichend the 
meaning of. We have however as abfurd flights 
of language in the devotional ravings of fome 

enthufiattie 
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Fhe artful wife, from the manner of 
her fimple hufband, guefling the truth 
of his fituation, by wheedling and coax- 
ing, prevailed upon him to remove the 
cover from the jar of fecrecy, and poured 
the wine of his inmoft thoughts into the 
cup of relation. He declared his love for 
that cruel moon of beauty, Sameri-mind- 
ed, and difclofed the account of her enig- 
matical converfation. The cunning wife, 
by her keen penetration, folving this 

~€iddle ito a favourable meaning, afked 
the heartlefs man, faying, “ Hatt thou 
‘© formed any idea what the foul-enti- 
“ cing damfel meant by the ftrange 
“© actions which, under the obfcurity of 
*« myfterioufnefs, fhe made ufe of?” 
‘Vhe goldfmith replied, ‘© The hand of 
L 3 “" my 
enthufiaflic Moravians and other fanatics, Hahz, 
Saadi, Jami, and all the Perfian Poets abound 
too much in myitic and unintelligit!e rhapfody, 
the contemplation of which has driven many an 
holy dirvethe mad. My author, Einaiut Ooils, 
I fear, will be found too obfcurely figurative in 
many paffzges. 


ie nl 
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a 


a 


my comprehenfion has not in the leaft 
reached the ftirrup of its defign.” 


The wife exclaimed, ‘* Ah ! wanderer in 


the maze of folly, the mirror meant 
the light of day, and the foiling it 
with blacking fignified night, which is 
the concealer of lovers. Scattering 
the leaves of the tar' on water, fhew- 
ed that in the area before that cun- 
ning Peri’s houfe is a ftream of water, 
on the margin of which grows the 
tar. While it is day, then, feurch toi 
the habitation of thy miftrefs, and find 
out the fpot. Under the veil of 
night, who is the giver of light 
to the enjoyments of lovers, con- 


vey thyfelf to the manfion of thy 
beloved.” 


The goldfmith, by direction of his 


wife, having haftened into the path of 
fearch, after much fatigue reached the 
wifhed-for {pot; and on his arrival it 


appeared, 


4 The date tree. 
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appeared, that it was the palace of the 


vizier. When this became clear to him, 
he began to ruminate, faying to himéfelf, 
‘© For me of mean note to hope attain- 
“* ment of my defires in fucha fplendid 
‘¢ manfion, can in no way accord with 


‘© reafon, nor is it in any way poffible. 
€ 


a 


Undoubtedly it mufthave been an im- 

“© poftor, who, having enfnared my 

“© heart and faith, has led me fainting on 

the road of defire, afide from the path 

“of “repe, and betrayed me into the 
‘© vapoury mift of error.’” 


a 


‘ 


n 


Returning from the place in the ut- 
moft defpair, he came to his own houfe, 
and related the refult of his fearch to his 
wife. She, who in wifdom and know- 
ledge was fuperior to her hufband, ex- 
claimed, ‘* Ah! heartlefs, fimple man, it 
“‘ may chance that the goblet of thy 
“© wifhes may in that palace be crowned 
‘«¢ with the wine of enjoyment, becaufe 
“¢ the dignity of love is tno great to be 

L4 ** confined 
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n 


confined, like rank-confulting policy; 
within rules, or to run in fearch thro’ 
by-ways after propriety or equality of 
condition. In the fovereignly potent 
court of love, the crown of the mot 
narch and the cap of the beggar bear 
the fame price. He makes no dif- 
tinction between the robe of Khooff- 
roo, and the hempen veft of Ferahad. 
With him anceitry is of no confe- 
quence, and there no diftinétion pre- 
vails. Your beft meafure~as} thwo> 
to-night again, fitting on the ground 
in thy beloved’s path, you wait im 
expectance until from the unknown 
world the fuccefs of thy undertaking 
fhall take place, and the dark night of 
defpair be changed to the fhining 
- morning of hope.”’ 
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VERSE. 


Of many a lock to which there was no 
key an opener hath fuddexly appeared. 


When 
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'.) When the bride illuming the world, 
(the. fun) throwing over her head in the 
darknefs of night a civet coloured veil, 
haftened from bafhfulnefs at the keen 
oglers of the azure canopy, into the re- 
tired chamber of the weft, the gold{mith, 
by confent of his wife, fpeeding to the 
abode of his charmer, feated himfelf ina 
corner ; and, like the Nergus, extend- 
ing his eyes around, waited the rifing of 
the moon of his miftrefs’s beauty. Un- 


~fortuntttly, from the profoundnefs of 


his reveries, fleep, the portion of mis- 
fortune, overpowering the heart-broken 
man, added infenfibility to his folly. 
When half the night was pa{t, the in- 
toxicated with the wine of beauty, name- 
ly, the vizier’s lady, into whofe foul the 
arrow of love for the goldfmith had 
pierced, unable to controul her paffion, 
having left the haram, coquettifhly ad- 
vanced, and beheld her foolifh lover, ne- 
glectful of his obje@, fubdued by the 
fleep of forgetfulnefs, and unworthy the 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs. of vigilance. She beckoned to 
an attendant, who flipped fome walnuts 
into the bofom of that diftinguifhed in 
the region of folly, and, turning back, 
retired into the haram. 


VERSE. 


Frequently riches are in his path, to which 
a man uni: formed lojes the way. 


When the globe-warming fun beam- 
ed rays of light from his eaftenl' taverny ~~ 
the goldfmith having awoke from fleep, 
repaired forrowful and gloomy to his 
houfe ; and the wife, by his difappointed 
manner, gueffed that his hand had not 
gathered the rofe of enjoyment, or the 
fragance of hope refrefhed his fenfe. 
Having wiped his head and face from 
the duft, fhe enquired his adventures, 
and faid, ‘© What has been produced 
** from the womb of chance?” He re- 
plied, * My night hath conceived no- 
‘* thing except hopelefinefs and defpair ; 


« and, 
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“ and, excepting vain expectation and 
“© anxiety, from my fleeping fortune, no 
‘© confequence occurred.”” The wife, 
opening to him the portals of encourage- 
ment and confolation, faid, ‘« Be not 
“¢ allied to gloom and melancholy, but 
“© put on frefh raiment, that eafe may 
** occur.”” When the young man un- 
tied the bands of his veft, the walnuts 
fell from his bofom on the ground ; upon 
which the wife, thrufting her fingers 
“= foward? Mis fenfelets face, faid, ** O thou 
‘© fimpleton, doubtlefs thou didft reach 
‘© the abode of thy charmer, but, like 
thy own evil ftar, from negligence 
having fallen afleep, becameft infenfi- 
ble that wakeful profperity attended 
thy pillow. When fhe found thee 
“ ftupid, fhe flipped the walnuts into 
“« thy bofom, as if to fay, As yet thou 
art an infant in the field of love ; pre- 
tend not to fight; but play with wal- 
*< nuts. However, to-night go again 
“© tg ‘the abode of thy miftrefs, and be 

“© cautious 
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“© cautious that fleep does not overcome 
iSathee.” 


When the bride of night, having put 
on her black veil, gave tidings of enjoy- 
ment to lovers, and refrefhed the fenfa- 
tions of the defponding with the odour 
of her amber locks, the goldfmith’s fon, 
full of hope, and yet trembling with 
apprehenfion, reached the abode of his 
miftrefs. With a heart fwoln with de- 
fire, and eyes full of expeéation, he 
again fat down in the fame corner, till at 
length the gale of hope began to wave, 
and the gate of profperity was opened to 
his fortunes. The angel-formed Hoori 
enchanting lady (apparently like the 
proud peacock, fafcinated with its own 
-beauty, but inwardly wafting and confum- 
ing) having opened a door, came out. 
When fhe fuppofed the entrufted with 
the watch, and the charged with the 
commiffion of vigilance were overcome 
by the fumes of fleep, regarding the 


cppor- 
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opportunity as a providential victory, fhe 
fnatched the hand of the gold{mith, and 
introduced him without interruption. 
Unluckily, from the intoxication of defire 
and gladnefs, fhe attended not to the 
faftening of the door, but commanded 
her confidential attendants to renew the 
preparations of feftivity, and begin afreth 
the dance and the fong. A jafmine- 
fingered damfel poured rofy wine into 
filver vafes, and made the circulation of 
- Che gitfp like that of the heavens, un- 
ceafing. The figns of gladnefs and 
tokens of delight became apparent on 
the afpect of the lovers. Now one, 
from the fpring of the other’s beauty, 
gathered with the eye the flowers of ad- 
miration, and drank at the fweet foun- 
tain of the lip of the water of life. 


VERSE. 


Moderation deferted the hearts of the lovers; 
The intoxication of blif turned their heads; 
u ACa bts 


The 
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The defre of the heart feized the reins of 
baution; ' 

Patience fitted from their winds lke the 
arrow. 


In this fituation, when the lovers 
dreamt of nothing but pleafure, and 
even the lips of the cup at their intoxica- 
tion filed like the rofe-bud at the 
breeze, fate on the couch of happinefs 
fcowled, and fortune poured the wine of 


difappointment into the cup-Sr enjoys 


ment. 


VERSE. 


Mifchance blighted the leaf of joy ; 
Fickle fortune affailed the gate of profperity. 


Suddenly, the commander of the 
evening guard, who is the king of night, 
in patroling the city, came to the vizier’s 
palace, that he might awaken the centi- 
nels from the flumber of negligence. He 
beheld the guards everywhere fleeping, 

and 
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and the gate, like the eye of the lover, 
ewide open. Aftonifhment filled his 
mind, and he for an inftant mufed on 
what might be the reafon, that at fuch 
an hour, when night had hung the cur- 
tatn of darknefs on the face of the 
world, the gate of the vizier’s palace 
fhould be unclofed, and why the guards 
fhould be fo negligent? Feeling it his 
duty to explore the caufe and unravel 
the knot of myftery, he advanced, and 
found tithe feven portals, like the hand 
of the benevolent, widely expanded. He 
gueffed that vice certainly was wakeful 
in this contention, and therefore entered 
the haram. At a diftance he perceived 
that the goldfmith, having extended the 
hand of plunder, was ftealing the gems 
of the vizier’s honour, and, from his 
poverty, efteemed as precious the poffef- 
fion of fuch a treafure. At fight of this 
circumftance, the flames of wrath blazed. 
in his mind, and rufhing in without de- 
lay, he loudly exclaimed, ‘‘ O heedlefs 


‘© wretches 
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“¢ wretches, unmindful of God! what 
«© flame of evil is this, whicl you have 
“© kindled in the ftorehoufe of your ex- 
«¢ iftence !” 


The goldfmith inftantly, on this ‘oc- 
currence, fainted away with dread; and 
the vizier’s wife alfo turning aghaft, let 
fall the chryftal of happinefs, and fhed the 
wine of felicity from the cup of her 
fancy on the ground of defpair. The 
lady made a fignal to an atterrint, that - 
fhe fhould prefent a large fum of money to 
the officer, and entreat him, that depart- 
ing not afide from the path of fympathy, 
he would obferve the cuftoms of indul- 
gence to venial faults. The officer did 
not in the leaft attend to the gold, and 
would not ufher the requeft into the place 
of acceptance. He then dragged forth 
‘the two defponding wretches in the moft 
difgraceful manner, ‘(may fuch never 
again happen to lovers) and with humi- 
Trani ‘ liation, 
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liation, greater than which cannot be 
imagined, confined them in the prifon. 


The lady, when fhe faw that the 
door of hope was on every fide fhut up, 
and the bufinefs extended even to the 
deftru@iion of her exiftence, remained 
like a dot in the circle of apprehenfion. 
As much as fhe courfed the fteed of 
reflection in the plain of contrivance, no 
end appeared to the expanfe of defpair. 
As fhe hat! heard, from the converfation 
of her ideot gallant the goldfmith, fome- 
thing of his wife, and in fome degree 
obtained information of her wit and 
ingenuity, fhe therefore made figns to 
an attendant, who of penctration and 
judgment had an ample fhare, that with 
the utmoft fpeed conveying herfelf to 
the goldfmith’s houfe, fhe fhould throw 
into ita bowl. This being done, the 
goldfmith’s wife, from her quick pene- 
tration, inftantly gueffed that the bowl 
of the two lovers had fallen from the 

VOL. I. M battlement, 
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battlement, and fortune unfavourable, 
caft a difficult impediment in the way of 
the two broken-hearted. Rifing with 
all fpeed, fhe opened the door, and 
beheld a woman veiled waiting the echo 
of her bowl; of whom fhe enquired, 
faying, ** At a feafon when fowls and 
«© fith are at reft, for what caufe and in 
«* fuch hurry art thou come?’ The 
handmaid informed her of the diftreffed 
{tate of the two unfortunate wretches, 
and difclofed the particulars c&~tne acci- ~ 
dent. 


The goldfmith’s wife, when fhe un- 
derftood this intricate cafe, perfumed 
fome wet fweetmeats with mufk and 
amber, put them into the bowl; and 
having tied up a fum of money in a 
corner of her veil, haftened with the 
utmoft {peed and celerity towards the 
houfe of mourning. Having invoked 
bleffings and praifes on thekeepers of the 
prifon, fhe befought their permiffion to 

enter 
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enter, faying, ‘ I had a favourite object, 
“* and made a vow, that when the gem 
*© of defire fhould come into my hand, I 
** would give a treat of confectionary to 
*€ the imprifoned. God, under the auf- 
© pices of the fortunate afpirations of 
“* fuch virtuous perfonages as your- 
“¢ felves, favoured by heaven, having 
«© conducted my defign to fuccefs, I am 
*© nowcome, that I may difcharge the ob- 
« Jigation of my vow.”” When fhe had 
finifhed her fpeech, fhe laid the money 
fhe had brought at their feet, and the 
keepers, highly gratified with the prefent, 
immediately allowed her to enter. 


a 


The artful wife, with many flatteries 
and foothing words, paffed under the 
very beards of the half intoxicated fools, 
and haftened into the prifon. Having 
diftributed her confectionary to the dif- 
ferent prifoners in their turn, fhe came 
to the two fovereigns of the regions of 
love and beauty, who, like the oon and 

M 2 mercury, 
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mercury, had met in the manfion of 
inaufpicious conjunction. The vizier’s 
lady (taking the hint) fwift as the light- 
footed breeze, rifing up and feizing the 
bow! from the gold{mith’s wife, with 
her handmaid, paffed (unfufpe@ed) to 
her own palace. The goldfmith’s wife 
fat down in her place as a prifoner by 
the fide of her hufband. 


When the queen enlightening the 
world, (the fun) having left th€manfions ~ 
of the erlt, had afcended the gilded 
throne of the heavens, the officer of the 
night, exulting and rejoicing, haftened 
to the prefence of the other vizier, with 
whom, as the minifter had entertained 
fome difeuft againft his colleague, he 
hoped the difcovery of his family di- 
grace would give him credit. He rela- 
ted all the particulars. The noble vizier, 
aftonifhed at the circumftances, at firit 
refufed his affent, and faid to himéelf, 
*¢ How can the occurrence of fuch an 

“< improbable 


CH.g. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. 181 


*« improbable event have belief? Ccr- 
“* tainly the magiftrate of the night muft 
“* have fallen into a great error ; for how 
could it be poffible, with the exiftence 
“© of the {tate attendance, the dread of 
“© the power of the vizier, and the 
“© numbers ftationed round his palace, 
*¢ that a mean gold{mith fhould venture 
“© on fuch a bufinefs ?’’ However, as the 
officer, being refolute in afleveration, re- 
newed his declarations, the vizier with 
fome of “his confidential attendants re- 
paired to the prifon, and commanded 
that they fhould bring before him the 
minifter’s lady and the adulterous gald- 
fmith. 


a 


« 


a“ 


When they were brought, the gold- 
fmith’s wife uplifted the cry of oppref- 
fion, and compiaining of the injuftice of 
the magiftrate of the night, exclaimed ; 
“In an age of the impartial juftice of 
*€ fuch a virtuous fovereign, and a vi- 
“ zier like thyfelf the emblem of difin- 

M 3 “ tereftednefs ; 
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tereftednefs ; when the wolf is a fhep- 
herd, and the thief a watchman ; to us, 
the helplefs preys of cruelty, a hard- 
fhip has occurred, at which the eyes 
of the planets are aftonifhed, and the 
heavens trembling for their own fafe- 
ty. In fhort, laft night, my hufband 
and myfelf, according to known cuf- 
tom, repofed on the bed of refrefh- 
ment. The drunken magiftrate, 
forgetful of God, rufhing fuddenly 
upon us, without accufatioff, crime or 
guilt, dragged us out by the hair, 
and binding our hands and necks, 
like murderers deferving death, with 
iron fetters, placed us in the cell of 
the dwellers in prifon, and afflicted us 
with various tortures.” 
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VERSE. 


© O powerful prince, if thou affordeft me not 
st Tearess, 

© To thee there will be a day of account. 
“© Think of this.” 


The 
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The vizier having engaged in ob- 
taining the proper information, when he 
found the woman’s declaration worthy 
of credit, and the filth of oppreffion 
apparent on the veft of the weak magif- 
trate, was highly enraged at fuch an 
improper act of that officer ; and having 
releafed the goldfmith and his artful wife 
with thoufands of apologies, committed 
the chief of the police for the crime of 
infufficiency, with many reproaches and 
humiliatidns, to prifon. Thus did the 
goldfmith’s wife, by the invention of 
fuch a wonderful trick and aftonifhing 
deceit, free thefe two defponding lovers 
from fuch a life-endangering f{nare. 


VERSE. 


Such is the work of affectionate (virtuous) 
woman. 


The art of woman is beyond all bounds.” 
M4 CHAP. 


™ Dow has given the outlines of this tale, filled 
wp with more colour of his own than ianguage of 
the original. 
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CHAP TX: 


a 


STORY VI. 


co 


Avworner of the loyal companions 
of the prince, having advanced the fwift- 
paced fteed of eloquence into the plain of 
f{peech, reprefented, that through pre- 
fervers of traditions, and the hiftorians 
of fecret events, it was thus related. 


In a certain city there was a middle 
aged man, of good figure, by profeffion 
a foldier ; who poffeffed the goods of life 
in abundance, and lived in pertect eafe 
and affluence. His time, night and day, 

he 
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he paffed in the joys of company and 
delights of fociety, but refrained from 
intercourfe with women. Shunning the 
dangers of matrimony, he quaffed the 
goblet of celibacy, and drank the liquor 
of the wineftore of fingle life. Thus in all 
delight aad enjoyment he paffed a care- 
lefs life in reputation ; till after a length 
of time, when the itar of his fortunes 
was defcending from the altitude of 
honour to the depth of difgrace, an ofh- 
cious friehd, who was preparing (un- 
knowingly) a thoufand evils, intruded 
on his time, and feeing his eafe and afflu- 
ence, faid to him in privacy, ‘© My 
“© friend, the chiefeft of all bleffings 
“© which God has beftowed on man, is 
the fociety of woman. No folitary 
‘* delights can equal it; nor do all the 
‘«* other pleafures of the world exceed 
“© thofe of female company and conver- 
fation. With all your wealth and 
enjoyments, to deprive yourfelf of 
this happinefs, and to wafte your pre- 

‘© cious 
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cious youth, which has no return, in 
finglenefs, and to quit the) pleafing 
fcenes of the world in difappointment, 
true wifdom forbids.” 


The young foldier replied, « My 
kind friend, though thy fweet {peeches 
give delight to the palate of the mind, 
yet, as women by nature deviate from 
the arduous path of reétitude; and 
the rofe of their compofition is void 
of the tinge and {cent of ‘conftancy, 
I have avoided connection with this 
fickle race, and have diffolved the 
treaty of affociation with the fex. If 
I now fhould venture upon it, I dread 
left fome unwelcome or difhonourable 
occurrence fhould happen, which 
might caufe me difgrace among men, 
and the ftores of character and repu- 
tation, which in fo long a period I 
have colleéted, fhould be deftroyed 
in the twinkling of an eye, and the 

“¢ remains 
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«Cc 


remains of life be fpent in lamenting 
my honour.” 


The companion replied, ‘© My ho- 
nourable friend, what unbecoming 
idea is this, that has poffeffed thy 
mind ? Not all women are deftitute 
of the ornaments of conftancy, or the 
graces of virtue; for beneath this 
azure dome are numbers, by the auf- 
pices of whofe purity the pillars of 
the world are kept firm. If thy idea 
was juft, and all men who are haften- 
ing upon this earthly plain, (many of 
whom compared to thee, arc much 
wifer) having kept their chambers 
deftitute of the gleams of the marriage 
lamp, had been averfe from the fub- 
lime command, the connecting bands of 
theworld would be diffolved, the threads 
of offspring, and defcent be broken, and 
the race of man ina very fhort time 
beat anend. Certainly this fantafy 
is wrong, which has been impreffed on 

ce thy 
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thy imagination. By no means admit 
fuch an unworthy idea, and remain 
not deprived of fuch an inexpreffible 
felicity. Now, whilft the flower of 
thy age in the garden of life is 
moift with the water and glow of 
manhood, and the autumnal blight of 
grey hairs has not found admiffion 
to the rofe-bufh of thy exiftence, 
perform thy duty; otherwife, when 
opportunity fhall have pafled frora 
thy hands, thou wilt be “afhamed ; 
and howmuchfoever thou mayeft clap 
the hands of regret together, it wil! 
not relieve thee.” 


VERSE. 


“¢ The value of opportunity, if the 
mind comprehends not, and remains inac- 
tive, great is the mortification tt will 
collec? for its future hours.” 


The officer, by the temptations and 


enticements of his friend, being led 


afide 
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afide from the path of fecurity and re- 
pofe, fixed his refolve to marry; and, 
after much fearch and many enquiries, 
took a daughter feven” years old, from 
a virtuous family, and of honourable 
defcent, into the bands of wedlock. 
Having feie@&ed fome matrons of virtu- 
ous difpofitions, the perceptions even of 
whofe fancy the odour of vice had not 
reached, he inftruéted them that night 
and day they fliould lay before her lef- 
fons of integrity, propriety of conduct, 
modefty and caution; and fo reprefent 
to her the deformity of vice and unbe- 
coming actions (engaging in which would 
lead to evil) that their enormity fhould 
impreis her mind, and fhe fearfully re- 
frain from them. When the duennas, 
by giving neceflary admonitions, teach- 
ing her praife-worthy accomplifhments, 


and fetting before her proper rules of 
conduct 


= The females of Afia marry before their teens. 
The fame idea feems to have polictlea this and 
WycHERLEy’s Oid Bachelor. 
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conduc, had directed her to the paths of 
duty, by the happy example of good 
company, and repeated traditions of the 
celebrated for virtue ; the mirror of her 
mind, being prepared to receive virtuous 
impreffions, became the reflector of good 
qualities, and the fource of meritorious 
actions. 


The hufband, on beholding the orna- 
ments of her virtue and graces of her 
fidelity, was filled with joy and exulta- 
tion ; and refigned his heart like a bal? 
to the mace of her amber-fcented looks. 
He drank the wine of life from her 
gentle bofom, and from the tree of her 
foul-ravifhing ftature, gathered the fruit 
of hope. Fondly fuppofing his paft age 
a vapour, he fancied her pleafureable 
company a new life. 


The wife, who as yet was innocent of 
the arts of woman and the wiles of the 
fex, for fome time fixed her heart on the 

love 


CH. 10. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. . 1gi 


love of her hufband; and with jfincere 
affeétion and tendernefs attended to his 
commands. When he beheld her beauty 
accompanied with modefty, and her 
{miles indicating the conftancy of a 
friend, his heart and life fell a facrifice 
to he: lovely manners. Efteeming 2 
moment’s abfence from her as a great 
afflidion, he willingly enchained his foul 
in the fetters of her love. 


After an interval of fome years, on a 
prefling occafion, a journey became ne- 
ceffary. By force yielding his mind to 
feparation, he proceeded on his cxpedi- 
tion. Inthe days of abfence, daily did 
he torture the bird of his heart in the 
fire of grief, and fhed a deluge of tears 
from his eyes. By every gale of fpring, 
his meflage was to refrefh the garden of 
his beloved. The hope of her com- 
pany, like the weftern breeze, became 
the means of unfolding ihe rofe-bud of 


his heart. 
It 
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It happened in the abfence of the 
young man, that one day the wife, at 
a time when her mind was heedlefs of 
the fnares of love, and her heart unre- 
flecting on the anxiety of her hufband, 
having afcended the terrace of her houfe, 
fuddenly met the eye of an handfome 
youth. Having drawn the vcil of mo- 
defty over her face, fhe defcended from 
the terrace ; but the experienced gallant, 
when he faw the mufky fawn, gave his 
heart in purfuit, and commiffioned an 
old woman, that, in any way that might 
offer, fhe fhould enfnare the timorous 
deer of the plain of beauty and lovelinefs. 
The artful wretch having found her 
dwelling, entered it in the difguife of a 
feller of flowers, and making cheap bar- 
gains an introduction to confidence and 
efteem, repeatedly obtained the honour of 
admiffion ; till at length fhe made deep 
the impreffion of intimacy. By degrees, 
after difcourfing on various fubjeéts, fhe 
at laft flipped in the mention cf her 

object, 
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obje&, and impudently fet forth the 
ardent defire and languifhment of her 
employer. 


The wife, foe to continence, at firft, 
though fhe fignified difpleafure, and 
avoided liftening to fuch speeches; yet, 
from conftant repetition and renewai of 
declaration, at length gave ear to them, 
and was filent ; till at laft lofing her mo- 
defty, fhe became eftranzged from the 
ways of grace, and fell into the path of 
error. She now began to accept prefents 
of curiofities, liften to declarations of 
love, and flatteries became grateful to 
her mind. She accuftomed herfelf daily 
to put her head out of the windows, to 
walk much on the terrace,° and with her 

VOL. I. N crefcent- 


° The hous in Afia have flat roofs terraced, 
furrounded hy parapet wails fomewhat higher 
than the human ftature, on which the inhatit- 
ants fit to enjoy the air, and often fleep at 
night. When women go upon thefe terraces, 
their coming is announced by a loud cry from 

a dumeftic, 
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crefcent-like eyebrow tqugive the wink 
of invitation to her gallant. When the 
wine of defire was fermented, and the 
fea of love rofe in waves, not fatisfied 
with a go-between or meffages, fhe ad- 
mitted the, lover into retirement; and, 
without the hindrance of an intruder, 
having quaffed the wine of joy, blighted 
the rofe of her hufband’s honour under 
the heat of the fun of wickedmefs. In 
fhort, in the courfe of one week, her 
obligations to her hufband deferted her 
remembrance ; and efteeming the regard 
and love of fo many years as nothing 
worth, fhe, with all unconcern, drew 
forth the wine of pleafure from the 
kindly flores of her new friend, and daily 

and 
a domeftic, requefting the male inhabitants of 
loftier houfes to keep within doors, which is 
generally done. In the defcription of a good 
woman by Perfian authors, however, feldom fre- 
quenting the terraces and not fitting near a 
window, are reckowed among the virtues; which 


dhews that aflignations are fometimes made from 
them, in {pite of walls and lattices. 
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and nightly from the gardca of his com- 
pany gathered the flowers of delight. 


A Jong time had paffed in the 
above manner, when her hufband return- 
ed in fafety from his journey ; but, from 
the pain of abfence from this impure 
woman, his body was as the waning 
moon, and only the fhadow of his former 
felf. In his frame there was no ftrength, 
nor beauty in his afped@t. The colour 
had fled from his once rofy cheek, and 
life depended in his body on a fingle 
thread. The nergus of his eye, from 
the anxiety of his mind, had afflumed a 
jaundiced hue. When he beheld acain 
the beauty of his beloved, he reached 
the fhore of hope from the ftormy 
waves of affliction, and efcaped as it 
were from the whirlpool of defpair. The 
perception of his heart fcenting the 
odour of delight, he with tranfport 
clafped his wife in embrace.  Proftrat- 
ing the ferchead of humility on the dutt 


Ne of 
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of gratitude, and offering up earneft 
thankfgivings, he faid, “* To God be 
‘« thanks and praife, that my eye at fight 
“‘ of thy beauty has again received 
“‘ light, and the ftar of my fortunes, 
“* having arifen from the depth of de- 
“¢ fpair, has regained the afcendant of 
‘ delight. The happinefs of thy fo- 
“* ciety is once more my lot, and the 
*© feafon of abfence and vexation is paft. 
“© If, for the remainder of my life, J 
“© fhould detail the anxiety and forrow 
“© which occurred to me during fepara- 
‘ tion, I could not reprefent the tenth 
“© part.” 


a 


a 


VERSE. 

“ Tam he, who firetched my eyes in 

s¢ fight of my beloved. How can I exprefs 

“¢ my gratitude to thee, O deliverer, cherifh- 
“© er of thy flave? 


“ The anxiety which peffeffed my foul 

“© from the forrow of abfence, to dcjcribe ts 
"© impoffible, but in prolix detail.” 

The 
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The wife, who had experienced the 
tranfport of a new partner, and quaffed 
from the ftores of love the wine of de- 
fire, regarding the arrival of her hufband 
as a dart in her fide, faid in her heart, 
‘© Would that he had fallen headlong 
‘© into the gulf of annihilation, and never 
© returned in fafety from the defart of 
‘© travel !’’? As much as the hufband ca- 
reffed and fhewed fondnefs, the wife figni- 
fied difguit, and efteemed the fherbet of 
his company taflelefs. The fatigues of his 
expedition and the anxictics of abfence 
had reduced his health, and great altcra- 
tion fur the worfe taken place in his 
countenance ; fo that fhe could not hear 
to fee him. Added to this, as her 
wifhes to quaff the wine of delight from 
the ftores of her lover’s company, and 
to gather the rofe of fatisfaction from the 
tree of his fociety, were not now attain- 
able, fhe became divefted of patience. 
The fumes of madnefs curling in her 
brain, from excefs of paffion the funk on 

N 3 the 
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the afhes of vexation. At the inftization 
of Satan the formed a vile fcheme, and 
projected a monftrous artifice. 


Having called her nurfe, whe was 
admitted to the retirement of her fecrets, 
fhe faid, ** Iam tormentea by my un- 
*€ fortunate luck, for God has afflicted 
me with two dreadful calamities ; one, 
eftrangemert from the airfpicious fo- 
ciety of my beloved, and the other, 
“the fight of the ill-boding vifage of 
«¢ my hufband.” 


VERSE. 


Ain ongel has hidden his face, and a 
demon glotes on my beauty. My eye is tor- 
tured with amazement, for how monftrous is 
this! 


*¢ At prefent, though how to gain the 

* daily felicity of my lover’s company, 
“© policy-teaching wifdom hath not given 
** a direction, or pointed out the exact 
“ road, 
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road, yet I perceive, that from the 
fource of bounty a ray has fallen on 
my mind, and enlightened it from the 
other world. With much art, pre- 
tending myfelf ill, I will feign a life- 
waiting compiaint, and at length, 
with utmoft effort, acting the laft 
agonies, during the ftruggle of death 
¥ will bequeft, that only thyfelf fhalk 
be employed in enfhrouding and bury- 
ing me. After this, in the dufk of 
evening, when to prepare the requi- 
fites of unavoidable travel, the bride- 
groom of day fhall have funk into the 
grave of the weit, and the leila? of 
night dithcvelled her locks over the 
face of the fun in mourning, I will fo 
holdin my breath, that my hufband 
fhall thmk I have deferted this vain 
world. After my burial, when all 
are returned home, my foul-delighting 
friend, having opened my tomb with 
all fpeed, can take me out of the 

N 4 ‘ coffin, 


© The moor. 
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“© coffin, and haften with me to a diftant 
“« city, where, to the end of our lives, we 
“ fhall, to the extent of our wifhes, en- 
“« joy anample fhare of the felicity of each 
“ other’s fociety. In the retirement of 
‘ Jeifure, without the interruption of an 
“ intruder, we can {catter the rofes of 
‘« delight, and quaff the wine of plea- 
‘© fure trom the goblet of blifs. It is 
‘< proper that thou explain this glorious 
«« icheme and immortal victory fully to 
‘< my lover, that, not being heedlefs of 
‘© fuch unthought-of felicity, he may 
“< watch the opportunity.” 


a 


a 


To the wicked nurfe the above 
{peech appeared worthy of approbation ; 
and fhe uttered praifes on the fuperiority 
of her pupil’s underftanding, the ftrength 
of her mind, and the penetration of her 
judgment. She gave. intelligence to 
the gallant; who, efteeming it as an 
important bleffing and high attainment, 
from excefs of exultation, threw his cap 


to 
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«to the fky. The viciows-minded and 
deceitful wife, after two or three days 
confinement on the bed of pretended 
infirmity, with much dexterity panted 
upon the couch of extremity. With 
monftrous artifice, giving to her fituation 
the femblance of the expiring lamp of 
dawn, fhe began to count her refpirati- 
ons, and, as if expecting her laft breath, 
according to declaration, made her will. 
Having given repeated inftructions for 
the width of her tamb, fhe fo held in 
her breath, that to diftinguifh between 
her and a corpfe was not in the power 
of the profeffors of wifdom and know- 
ledge. In fhort, when her impure exe- 
cutor, the nurfe, having buried this 
wicked wretch, returned to the city, the 
bridegroom of the heavens had funk into 
the grave of the weft. The gallant, who 
wag concealed in a corner of the burying 
ground, with a crow and fpade inftantly 
darted out, and not giving Munkir$ and 

Nukkeer 


4 The Mahammedans believe that when a corple 
is 
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Nukkeer the opportunity to queftion, 
{natched the black itarred woman from 
the grave; the opening of which having 
properly clofed, he dived into the night, 
and conveyed her to another city; where 
both having arrived at the height of 
their wifhes, devoted themfelves to fenfual 
enjoyments. At the hufband’s manfion, 

the 


is laid in the grave, it is received by an angel, who 
gives it notice of the coming of the two exarainers ; 
which are two black livid angels, of a terrible ap- 
pearance, named Munkir and Nukkecr. Theie 
order the dead perfon to fit upright, and examine 
him concerniag his faith as to the uniry of ‘God 
and the miffion of Mahummud. If he anfwer 
rightly, they fuffer the body to reft in peace, anc 
it is refrefhed by the air of paradife; but if not, 
they beat him on the temples with an iron mace, 
till he roars out for anguifh fo loud, that he is heard 
by all from eaft to weft, except men and genii. 
Then they prefs the earth upon the corpfe, which 
is gnawcd and flung by nimety-nine dragorigh with 
feven heads cach; or, as others fay, their fins will 
become venomous beafts, the gricvous one ftinging 
like dragons, and the others like ferpents ;_ circum. 
tances, which fome underftand in a figurative fenfe, 
—Vide Saue’s preliminary difcourfe, page 101, 
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the naif having prepared Jal the ce- 
rémonials of mourning, hypocritically 
performed the cuftoms of condolence, 
pYactifed ‘the forms of forrow, and loudly 
fet wp the {creams of lamentation. 


The artlefs-mimded hufband, igno- 
rent of the wiles of women, as he had 
devoted his foul to the love of ‘hrs wife, 
from this heart-diftreffing event, withered 
as the grafs, rubbed his face with afhes, 
and throwing a black dutk' over his 
fheulders, took up his abode with eternal 
grief. Courting eftrangement from his 
relations and friends, and chufing hes 
refidence in the burying-ground, he 
became in his ‘life-time allied to the 
grave. Day and night, from his eyes 
fldwed fcalding tears, with which he 
waffed the duft from her grave. His 
foéd was forrow for his love, and his 

companion 
* “A garment worh by Fakeers. Jt is. a picce of 


cloth flit in the middle, and pat over the head and 
fhoulders. 
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companion the tomb ef his beloved. «In 
afhes-ftained robes, like Mujjenou, bare 
headed and bare footed, he wandered 
round the graves. Except with the 
tomb of the infamous woman, he chofe 
no connection. ‘The hearts of relati- 
ons and ftrangers were tortured at his 
diftraction and misfortunes, and friends 
and enemies alike pitied his forlorn con- 
dition. 


By chance, after fome interval, a 
Choree' feller’s wife of the fame cityand 
who knew the woman, for fome caufe 
being difgufted with her native place, 
removed to the town in which the 
wicked wretch had chofen her abode; 

where, 


* Choree are bracelets made of glafs, and been. 
tifwily lacquered. Soine dozens of them are worn 
at once from the wrilt half way up the arm. @Phey 
are very cheap and often broke, for they cannot be 
taken off fora new fet. The Choree fe'lers and 
dealers in Aowers, generally old women, are faid to 
be much employed jn managing intrigues, as they 
are admitted with their warcs into the Harams. 


. 
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where, ito exercife her calling and gain a 
Itvelihood, having fet up a fhop, the 
became employed in her trade. On a cer- 
tain day, according to the rules of brace- 
let fellers, fhe walked through the city. 
By.‘chance, in paifing the door of the 
wicked wife, fhe cried her wares, anda 
hrandmaid coming out, called her to her 
miftrefs. The bracelet feller, on fight 
recognized her, and, from excefs of afto- 
nifhment, for an inftant was filent. "She 
examined her perfon, and when the 
fufpicion of doubt was removed, faid, 
** Ovvirtuous lady, who hadft removed 
*€ the robes of exiftence from the con- 
‘¢ finement of this perifhable abode, to 
‘© the immortal world, and tulip-like 
*¢ Jeft the {car of affiiction on the heart of 
"thy hufband, and having driven him 
‘© from the path of fanity, haft made him 
“© Jikke Mujjenou, a wanderer in the defart 
¥© of madnefs ; how is it, that thou haft 
“© come a fecond time from the cave of 


«© annihilation into the plain of exift- 
et. ence? 


206 BAHAR=DANUSH; OR; > CH: 10s 


ence 2) Fop God's: fake, fpeellily: oe) 
© form me of thy . wonderful: Rory; 
“ otherwife, from excefa of fufpenfs; 
*< the fumes of madnefs will feize my 
‘© brain.”’ The hypocrite, pretending 
ignorance, made her not in the >leait 
acquainted with the affair; but, accufiag 
the bracelet feller of frenzy and dehriurtny 
drove her from the houfe. 


The bracelet feller enraged, as, from 
vicinity, fhe had fome knowledge of the 
hufband, haftened to him. At firfly in 
tho way of fympathy and condolence, 
fhe enquired after his health; then 
fhortly mentioned the beauty, fidelity, 
and tendernefs of his wife. The hufband 
inftantly dropping a fhower of tears 
from his eyes, wept at the mention of 
his wife, and renewed his diftraétion at 
her name; when the bracelet fellepfaid, 
“© Ah! fimple man, thy wife is alive 
** and well, enjoying the fociety of her 
“* gallant. Inta his mouth fhe pours 

< from 
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© fromfher ruby lip the fherbet of eter- 


< 
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i793 


ray 
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ce 


a 
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¢ 
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nal life, and featters heaps of mioift- 
ened nufferuns into his bofom from 
her delicate perfon. Why foolifhly 
fitteft thou like a fnake, coiled upon 
this heap of du&@? why tortureft thou 
thyfelf on the fire of forrow, and ¢ol- 
le@eft upon thyfelf alone the troubles 
of the four quarters of the world? 
Arife from the earth of defpondency, 
cleanfe the vefture of thy condition 
from this filth, and, if thou canft, 
devote thyfelf to the fervice of God, 
the only pure.”’ 


The hufband was enraged at this, 


and faid, ‘« Woman, ftranger to good 


ce 


os 


« 


a 


a 


« 


nw 


» 


fenfe, what madnefs-mingled nonfenfe 
is this? If fatire has poffefled thy 
mind, yet what applicablencfs has 
ridicule and irony to one hke me, 
whofe bofom is pierced by the fword 
of affliction, and his heart fcorched 
with the flames of forrow ? It is not 

“« befitting 
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befittyag tace. How is it 

that a wife, (may her foul repofe in 
the higheft manfion of paradife !) 
@hofe members by this time have 
become an heap of duft, and her 
bones the grave hath devoured — how 
is jt poffible, that fhe can play the 
game of incantinence with a gallant, 
or how quaff the wine of enjoyment, 
unlefs Jefus, having defcended from 
the fkies, has breathed upon her de- 
cayed remains ?”’ 


The bracelet feller replied, «* Why 
doft thou, who haft no knowledge @f 
the tricks of women and artifice of the 
fex, accufe me of falfehood? If thou 
wifhcft that the truth fhould be dif- 
clofed to thee, and this myftery be- 
come reveaied, inftantly arife and 
follow me, and, without the inter- 
ference of another, enlighten thy 
eyes with the beauty of thy wife.’ 


The hufeand from this occurrence be- 


came 


a eC 
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came overwhelmed in the fea of aftonifh-> 
ment, and under the guidance of the 
bracelet feller reached the place where 
hrs virtuous wife dwelt. Without delay 
entering the houfe, he beheld her feated 
on the mufnud of pleafure, in all the 
richnefs of attire, jewels and ornaments. 
At fight of this difgraceful fituation, the 
hufband being rapt in amazement, the 
goblet of his brain became void of fenfa- 
tion, and he ftood like a pictured figure 
by the fide of his wife, motionkefs and 
filent. He could not determine whether 
fuch ftrange events were pafling in 2 
vifion, or clearly beheld by him ina ftate 
of wakefulnefs. At length, he addreffed 
the faithful aad pure-robed lady, faying, 
“© O thou, who from this antique repo- 
‘© fitory of duft, having taken up thy 
** cloathimg (bundle) hadft placed it un- 
“ der the earth of repofe, how haft thou 
* iffued forth from thy clayey manfion, 
“ and from the flores of the water of 
VOL, I oO “© life, 


- 
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«¢ life, how haft thou drank twice of 
‘© the cup of exiftence?”’ 


The artful wife did not in the leaft 
attend to the queftions of her hufband, 
but fet up the cry of oppreffed inno- 
cence, exclaiming—‘* O Muffulmauns, 


‘¢ my neighbours, haften to my relief, . 


“« for a maniac having entered my horfe 
‘« is attemptingmy life.”” People now 
ran from all quarters, and having formed 
a circle round the hufband, were prepar- 
ing topunifh him, when he by perfuafion 
of his eloquence prevented the hands 
of the crowd from doing him any injury, 
and remained fecure from the evil'de- 
figns of the hypocritical woman. He 
now informed them of the ftate of his 
circumftances ; after which intelligence, 
all putting the finger of aftoniffment to 
their lips, remained filent. In the twink- 
ling of an eye the ftory was rumoured 
abroad, and fmall and great (all ranks) 
uttered execrations againft fuch an arch- 

deceiver. 


stat Te as ee Fo 


+ alia acatiteel , a" se Vins a 


CH. =: GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. II 
deceiver. The affair was now referred 
to the fovereign of the country; and 
after the ufual tortures according to the 
rules of juftice, the hidden myftery be- 
came apparent on the face of day, and 
the infamous adulterefs was ftoned for 
her wickednefs, according to the divine 
law. The nurfe alfo was exalted to im- 
palement, and difpatched to the infernal 
regions. The hufband, out of fhame, 
deferted fociety ; and having retired for 
the reft of his life to the defart, (where he 
fpent his days in worfhip of the Divine 
Unity, and in the path of truth,) before 
death made himfelf as it were dead.* 


t This tale is omitted by Dow. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


